| 


| 


* 1 H E Sm 
DK I SM 
| GS 2 
WILLIAM PENN, 
And hs Brethren, 


Deſtructive to the 


| Chriſtian Religion, 


Expoled, and plainly laid open. 


: Vs | 

| That the Holy Scripeut 
i 1 
E I 
l 


| m— 
s & Aa 
Printed for Hr ab. Ayn 


OO OO  ———__. —— 


N 


by 


es are not the Rule of 
Faith and Life, bur that rhe Light in the Con- 
ſcxence of every Man ww that Rule. 


By GEORGE KEITH. 


D © N, 


or at the Firce Pircons 
C| againſt che Koyat ExchanzetnaCa nimii,l6gy9, 


_— _— — * — —W_— 


| | The Examination and Retutation of his 
lare repriated Book, called, 4 Dis/- 
cour ſe of the Creneral Raulevf Faith and 
Pra: Hſe, and Jadge of C ontrover fie. 


— O—_ 


————nR 


ed 


—_— 


—— — 


The PREFACE to the 
Chriſtian Proteſtant Reader. 


Chriſtian Reader, 
I Have been concerne1 more ear- 


neſtly and amply to treat on this 
Subject mn the following Treatiſe, to 
refute that grand Error of William 
Penn and his Brethren, who make it 
their great Fundamental , that the 
Light within,with reſpect only to 
its ordinary and common Diſca- 
veries given to all Mankind toChri- 
ſtians,Jews, Mahometans andHea- 
thens of all forts, Proteſtants and 
Papiſts, is the general Rule of 
Faith and Life to them all : $9 that 
all under theſe ſeveral Denomimati- 
ons, are true an4 good Chriſtans, and 
ought to own and acknowle1ge one an- 
= as Chriſtian Brethren and Mem- 
bers of one Catholick or Univerſal 
Church, if they obey and walk accord- 
ing to the common and ordinary Di- 
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The Preface 
Fates thereof, without all 'ſuperadded 
fe velation Frternal or Internal of 
Chriſt without, as God and Man mn 
one Perion. But their conſtant Pra- 
File dnth ew lently conrra ſt, 7 their 
Prin rpl, , for thoug » they bave ac- 
hnow le; ſe ref. that fu þ of the Heathens 
who) Terre Of OT AYP be Ae "Tf 9 the 
common Diſcor ries J, the Lipht 
within them, without all F, aith m 
Coriſt without them,are their Chriſtt- 
an Brethren : and fi r the ſame rea- 
ſon they may conclude Jews and Mi- 
hometans, who are obe lient 11 thety 
Light within to be ſuch, yet £ generally 
they diſown all Chriſtian Proteſtants 
among whom they live , be they ever lo 
Juſt and Sober, and ky lient to their 
Light within the "m. rf they come not 
under therr Profeſſron and Circum- 
ſtances to be Chriſtians : And thus as 
ſome have well obſerved, they Chri- 
ſttanile 


to the Reader. 
ſtianiſe the Heathens,and Heathen- 
iſe the Chriſtians, calling themall,the 
Worlds People, but themſelves they 
call the Children of L ight, the Elect 
People of God ; and ſay of themſelves 
they are in the Truth, and none but 
they and their Deiſt and Heathen 
Brethren ; and perbaps the Quietiſt's 
and Followers of Molinus(whoſe Book 
tl ſo much eſteem) = ans ,oy 
is being their Fundamental and 
Capital Error, and the great Original 
and Spring of all their other Errors, 
that as s ſo many Streams iſſue and pro- 
ceed fromit ; the which being plain- 
ly detefted(; as by Divine Aſſiſtance I 


_—_ [ have done in the following 


eatiſe ) it is greatly to be hoped (to 
which [ joyn my earneſt and ſincere 
Prayers to God Almighty i in the Name 
of Chriſt Jeſus )that it may be a means 
to undecerve and recover from Error 
many 


'The Preface 


many of that People, if they will or . 


dare grove thembſe ves the liberty f9 
read it. T be Bak called, A Diſcourſe 
of the General Rule of Faith and 


Lite, by W. Penn ; to which this is þ 


an Anſwer, was firſt Printed in the 
Tear 1673, as an a—_— to bis 


part of the Chriſtian iaker.and is 


now again reprinted in this preſent 


Tear 1699, which ſufficiently ſhew- 
eth, that W. p and h1s Brethren are 


mot chanyed, nor reformed from what 


= were G1 ong ago ; ; though bis and 
their late Pretence '» That they own 
the common Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity,and differ not much in Do- 
etrine from the Church of England, 
have occaſroned ſome to think them 
ſome m mat Refor med of late; but it 14 
their great Miſtak £ whech the Falla- 
cies of W. P. and others of bis Bre- 
thr, n, by their late Fallad 19145 Creeds, 

have 
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Lave led them into. Indeed I did not 
hnow but that it was a new Book, [0 
litte bad I read or conſidered the Con- 
tents of it, which by occaſton of their 
reprinting it this very Tear, Þ have 
been awakened, and as it were ala- 
rumed, to take ſpecial notice of, and 
ily to examme,detect and refute, 
the which, whither effeFually dune or 
of, 4s left to the free and impartial 
Judgment of the Intelligent Chriſtian 
- Proteſtant Reader. T heir printing it 
+ jt this junEure doth not a little argue 
1 herr 290 Imprudence in laying 
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themſe ves ſo open to be rank Deiſts, 
while they at the ſame time pretend fo 
ld the Chriſtian Doftrine, that is 
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Þ 4, , 

| Joan blank inconſiſtent therewith,and 
. Treat boldnels that thev are not aſha- 
71 , » 2 ng y_ 
5 ned in the face of the World to ſav, 
: nd unſay, and t9 be profeſs'd Deiſts 
© d Chriſtians at once 5 which is 4 


Treat 
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The Preface 


many of that People, if they will or” 


dare give themſelves the liberty to 
read it. The Bonk called, A Diſcourſe 
of the Greneral Rule of Faith and 
Life, by W. Penn ; to which this is 
an Anſwer, was firſt Printed in the 
Year 1673, as an Appendix to bis 
part of the Chriſtian paws and is 


now ag, un repri ated in this preſent 


Tear 1699, which ſufficiently ſhew- 
eth, that W. p and his Brethren are 
not changed, nor reformed from what 
he were G1 ong ago ; though bisand 
their Late P rYerence ſ, That they own 
the common Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity,and differ not much in Do- 
&trine from the Church of England, 
have occaſroned ſome to think them 
ſomen what Ref, armed of late; but it is 
their great Miſtake, which the Falla- 
cies of W. P. and others of bis Bre- 
thren, by thetr late Fallacious Creeds, 
- have 


; {18 P 
ave led them into. Indeed I did not 
IUhnow but that it was a new Book, ſo 
Witte bad I read or confadered the Con- 
rents of it, which by occaſton of their 
reprinting it this very Tear, [ have 
been awakened, and as it were ala- 
lrumed, to take ſpecial notice of, and 
ſtritly to examine,dete(t and refute, 
Ihe which, whither effeFually dune or 
not, 1s left to the free and impartial 
| Judgment of the Intelligent Chriſtian 
Proteſtant Reader. T heir printing it 
t this junEure doth not a little argue 
herr preat Imprudence m la ying 
bemſe ves ſo open to be ranh Deiſts, 
hile they at the ſame time pretend to 
ld the Chriſtian Dofrine, that is 
int blank inconſiſtent therewith,and 
Teat boldneſs that they are not aſha- 
ned in the face of the World to ſav, 
nd unſay, and t9 be py ifeſs d Deiſts 


nd Chriſtians at once 5 which is 46 
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The Preface, vc. 
great a Chimera or Impoſſh bility, as 
for one and the ſame thing to be Horſe 
and Man at once ; I mean not,one part 
Horſe and another part Man, for ſuch 
a Monſter perhaps 1 poſ/able, but to 
be in all the parts both Man and 
Horſe,without all Redundancy or De- 
ficie ncy of either ; : whach as umpoſſuble 
as it is tO be in Nature, 1 it 14 as tmpoſ- 
fable that W.P. and bis Brethren can 
be bath Deiſts and true Chriſtians at 
once ; that the) are e i[ts, the Book to 

which this is an Anſwer, doth ſuffici- 
entl LY Prove . And therefore notwith- 
ſtanding all therr late Pretences, till 
they retralt that and their other for- 
mer Books, true Chriſtians they can- 
not be 
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and his Brethren, DeftruRive, 
ro the Chriſtian Religion, Ew 
poſed, and plainly laid pert, 
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The Introduttion. 


Shewing the great Importance of our know- 
ing wh % Tres Rube Wu and, 
Life« is : And containing a Retraite- 
tion of ſome Unſound anil Erroxions 
Paſſages in ſome of my former Books 
about the Rule of Faith ,,”t w_— 
Erromious «« the Dofrine of 
nor being of that Tendency, «s bis is, to 
introduce Deiſm. 


Page 3. laich, Since there ——— 
Faiths w the World, "_— 
plex's Controverſies 


them, that it greatly wow Man, if be 
contend for, hs fot to True Faith 
has 


gh 


2 The Deiſm of William Penn, 


that overcomerbh the World. Concermng the 
General Kule of Faith and Life, be « preſi'd 


e6 ſomanng from that weighty Confade- 
ra is Tra y Wh for —_ of _— 
can no mere arrive at Irgth without it, than ' 
f Ltarinty Gan | fain bus Port, who 
i Sitha cx her Sr ar or ſs. This his 
Canſideration is a. plain Confeſſion, 
he wet - 4 right and true under. 
weof the'Ryle of Faith, what is is; is 
very dangerous Conſequence, even no lefs 
chan Periſhing and DeſtruCtion to all ſuch who 
want the true Knowledge of ic, and ſet up 
another thing, zxrthe room of n. Ir may there- 
fore be ver terry for W. P. to conſider 
the Matrer- a little more weightily, that in 
588 be hee have not he ths Knowledge 
of the'Rille* of Faith and” Life, 'in whar dan- 
be of Petjiding : And how, (in this his 
ork, of. labouring to bring all People un- 
der a Chriſtian Profefſion; char give. up td be- 
lieve him, . to another Rule of Faich and Life, 
than what is the.crue Rule indeed,) If he per- 
fiſt in ſo doing, he will noc only bring his own 
Blood upon himſelf, but the Blosd of many 
others, that are and may be miſlead by him. 
And whether he will yet bertgr ider it 
or not, which 1 heartily wiſh, y, thar 
God would be pleaſed to openlis Eyes, and 
ive him Repentance , and a &rter Under» 
anding : It is a plain Caſe, That = rrue 
now- 
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and bis Bretbres, Expoſed. ; 


Knowledge of the true -_ A” and Life 
is very neceflary, 12 neceſſary, that the 
for wane of it is Periſhing or Deltru- 
Chand. Yet 1 meag nor, that every Erroria 
Circumſtance, about the true Rule, is of that 
Danger ; or that forme looſe and indeliberace 
Expreſſions, that ſome have uſed im Preachi 
of irinting,, while their Meaning hath been 
more ſound than their Words, even about the 
RULE, are of that Conlequence. It hath hap- 
pened to ſame well- meaning People, as it had 
SO npened to my ſelf, thac they and [ have boch 
{poke and writ unadviledly : As in ſome other 
Matters, fo in this, mnaxng Cong, along, or rather 
carried along with the Stream of ſome 
of the ancient dep pox wrrydrm Miniftry, 
- alſertiog, both in Speech and Print, roo fre- 
a the 'Spiric within,” meaning the 
you Evidence of the Spirit, as touching the 
reat Matters of the Chriſtian Faich and Pra- 
iſe, was the principal Rule of Faith and Life, 
wherein 1 acknowledge my Error and great 
Miſtake, and do here particularly retract it, 
notwithitaading the general Recractation | 
have lately made, in my late Book called, 
G..K': i Explication! and Retratt ations, But tho' 
[| was then in an Error, and under a great 
Miſtake, in my way of wording the Macrer, 
and darkned too much and clouded in my Un- 
derſtanding in that wk Point, yer | crave 
ſave of my Reader to os that even then 


my 


» 
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my Error was not Fundamental, nor ſuch as 
this is of W, Penn's and his Brethren, whole 
Error in the Cale has carried them to plain 
Deiſm, My Miſtake chiefly conliſted in this, 
in confounding .the Term Kale of Faith, with 
the Term Inward objeltive Medium , which | 
ought to have diſtinguiſhed, for the Rule of 
Faith, is not ( properly ſpeaking ) that for- 
mal object of Faith, called by ſome, Objeftum 
formale qu, Or objective Medium and Motive 
of Credibility , bur the material Objects of 
Faith, ro wit, all the Credenda or things in 
Scripture that ought to be believed, are the 
Rule of Faith : And therefore inſtead of fay- 
ing, the Spirits inward Evidence and Teſti- 
moay was the Rule of Faich, and principal 
Rule; 1 ſhould have (aid, it was the 

cipal objettive Medinm of Credibility: hich 
as | then did believe and afſert, fo 1 doſtill, 
and hope never to retract it. And therefore 
while 1 continue adhering to this Perſwaſion , 
| remain (as r9 the main ) the fame | was in my 
Judgment, as when | wrote my former Books 
rouching theſe Matters; my chief Bent and 
Zeal being, againſt chac which I judged a very 
Erronious Opinion, and Hurrful, held by forme 
counted Learned Men, and which 1 judge ſtill 
char fo it is, to wit, That the inward Evidence 
of the Spirit in the $ouls of the Faithful, co the 
Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, is only 
Effective and not Objective; and I pleaded 
warmly, 
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and hu Brethren, Expoſed. 5 


warmly , that the Spirits iwward Evidence , 
otherwiſe called Teſtimony Witneſs, Inſpiration, 
Illemination, or Operation in the Souls of the 
Faichful, is not only &£fſettive, bur Objetive 
alſo, to wit, by way of /ormal Objett, or ob- 
jethove Aedinm , and Motive of Credibility. 
And this I reckoned then, and do till, t 

greateſt Certainty and Aſſurance , that the 
Scriptures are of Divine Authoriry, and in- 
fallibly rroue ; wherein 1 kne'vy, and ſtill know, 
I had the beſt Proteſtant Authors, both for 
Piety and ſolid Learning, on my fide, as alfo 
my Feeling, and Experience (to the Praiſe of 
God's Grace | fay it ) in the Cafe hath con- 
firmed me; thou 'h | know fomecalled Learned 
Men, who have more of that called Divinity 
Learning in their Heads, than in their Hearrs, 
do contradict ir; yea, to a Degree of Ridi- 
culing it, under the Name of Fanaticiſm and 
Enthuſtaſm, not well regarding the Authority 
of their worthy and judicious Anceſtors, who 
in the Articles of the Church have expreſly 
mentioned, the Feeling of the Hcly Ghoſt in 
his Operations and Motions Bur [ erred in 
calling this either inward Feeling. or the Ob- 
ject of it, the principal Rule, for properly 
and rightly ſpeaking, it is not the Rule of 
Faith ; bur the principal Mutrue of Credibility. 
That which is only, ſtrictly and properly 
ſpeaking, the Rule of che Chriſtian Faith, is 
the [Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures ; eſpeci- 
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ally reſpecting the great Fundamentals and 
Eſſentials thereof. 1o give a preference to 
the inward Operation of the Spirit, and his 
writing his Law in the Heart, to the fame Law 
as writ on leaves of Paper; and to the expe- 
rimental part of Chriſtianity , above all that 
can be outwardly told, or heard, or read. 
I think no true Chriſtian will deny, bur when 
it is ask d, which is the greater Rule, the In- 
ward or the Qurward, they compare things 
that are not to be compared, that cannot be 
ſaid ro be either the greater Rule,or the leſſer, 
which is, properly ſpeaking, no Rule ar all, 
but the moving or impulſive Cauſe, thar moves 
and inclines me to take the Holy Scriptures ro 
be my Rule, being infallibly crue, and of 
Divine Authority. And whoever be yet in 
the fame Miſtake and Error char I chen was 
in, God forbid that I ſhould judge fo uncha- 
ritably of them, as to conclude they err Fun- 
damencally , for want of not giving right 
Names to things ; or not having ſo clear in» 
ward Ideas and © orceptions of them, when 
( as tO the 141n) they mean well. 1 am bold 
ro appeal ro my kcoks from firſt ro laſt, whi- 
ther according to the Strain and Intent, in all 
that 1] have Frinted on that Subzeet,, I have 
not always acknowledged, thar the Doctrine 
of Chriſt Crucihed, and Remiſhon of Sm by 
his Flood, and other DoCtrinal Principles of 


Chriſtiamry, were abſolurely neceſſary co be 
believed 


aud his Brethren, Expoſed, 7 
believed by us for our Eceroal Salvation: Aud 
that the Doctrine of the Holy $Scriprures, as 
outwardly conveighed to us, by Preaching or 
Reading, is the ordinary Meays whereby God 
works Faith, avd Converſion, and Regenera- 
tion, in them that ſhall be Saved ;- And that 
therefore ſo lang as we lives, - we are not © 
lay aſide eicher bar, or avy outward means of 
Grace and Salvation that Gad. hay. aflorded. 
And how far | have formerly denied, that the 
Scripture was the Rule of Faj,,.1 meant, 
thac as it was agt the Lewyer or \Writag, is 
nor the Doctrine, as ſunply and, wholly lis 
miced and coufned ro the Lerzer.' As if i 
ſhould happen by Divine Proyidence, that 4 
Perſon, or Company of Perions, ſhould have 
the Holy Bible by Violence taken from them, 
or not have it in any Language they can un- 
derſtand, that therefore they are not in a pol- 
ſible State of Salvation: For chaugh in God s 
ordinary way, the Letter or Leaves of the 
Book, (ince the Wriing of the Scriptures, are 
as it were, the Repolicory, or Ark, where 
God s Law is preſerved, and to which a Re- 
courle ought frequently to be made, to read 
therein for daily Information and Inſtruction : 
Yet the Doctrine is not fo limired, or con- 
fined to the Letter or Leaves of a Kook. 
but that the ſame Doctrine may be weil and 
loundly preached , and believed, where the 
Book either hath not come, or by Violenc-* 
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of Men has been taken away ; as it hath been 


ed, that Perſecutors have taken away 
the Lible from ſome Faithful Martyrs of Chriſt ; 
but though they took the Letter our of their 
hands , they could not take the Word of 
God, to wit. the Doctrine and rue Senſe of 
it out of their Hearts. And (o far as Ican 
remember , it was never my Perſwaſon , 
what W. P. here layeth down in his Book, 
by way of Polition, that the Light in every 
an's Conſcience, or the Diftates and Te- 
ſtimony of it, abſtractly conſidered , from 
the peculiar Doftrines of Chriſtianity , are 
the Rule of Faith ro Chriſtian Men. If any 
ſhall find chat or the like Doctrine in any 
of my Books, on the firſt Incimarion of it, 
1 declare | ſhall ( by God's help ) be ready 
to retract ir,, and condemn it as moſt Erro- 
nious, and as a Fundamental Error; for it 
is plain Deiſm, of which 1 have not the leaſt 
remembrance that ever | was guilty, as 
W. P. hath now plainly manif his Dei/a, 
in this Book I have under Examination. 


and his Brethren, Expoſed. 


Settion 1. 


The Definitions of General Rule and 
Faith , given by W. P. not to be 
allowed, becauſe there #s n0 ſuch General 
Rale and Faith, as be defineth, 


Efore he comes to hs Arguments, he gives 

us his Defuitions of General Rule and 

Faith. By General Kul: (faith he) we andey- 

ftand that conſt amt Meaſure, by which Men in 

all Ages have been tnabled to judge of the 

Truth or Error of Dottrines, and the Good or 
Evil of Thoughts, Words or Aitions. 

Anſw. Here he undertakes to define a thing, 
thar by the Definition of it, plainly demon- 
ſtrates, T har ir is not in being, nor ever was 
in any Ages of the World, ever ſince the 
Diſtinction berwixe God's Church and the 
World came to be. 1 ty, ever fince that Di- 
ſtinftion, all Mankind, in all Reſpects, Caſes 
and Conditions, never had one General Rule ; 
fo his Definition is, as if one ſhould cefine a 

olden Mountain, or ſomething that never yet 

ath been , ſince the Diſtinction above-men- 
toned, Pollibly in Adam's Family, for ſome 
rime, (God only knoweth how long) all Men 
belonging to it, had one Rule univerſally, but 
it 1* more than he can prove, that this was only 
the 
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the Light in every of their Conſciences, by its 
common Dilcoverics ; for Adan himfelt had 
ſpecial Revelation, ( whither by outward Vi- 
hon, and an ourward Voice, or only by in- 
rernal [n{piration, 1s not neceſſary art preſent 
ro derermme ) which raughe him to expect Sal. 
vation by te promiled Seed of the Woman ; 
and this Doctrine no doubt he preached to his 
Family. 7 hat the Light, or common diſco- 
very of the Light, in every Man's Conſcience, 
may be called a General Rule of Moral Juſtice 
and Temperance, called by Paal, ( Rom.1. 19.) 
the Law writ in the Heart, may and ought to 
be graated, bur this General Rule did not ex- 
rend, nor doth, ro be the Rule, or a Rule of 
the Faith of Remiſhon of Sin, by the Blood of 
the promiſed Seed of the Woman, the Lamb 
of God that was to be ſlain, and ſhould rake 
away the Sin of the World. " And ſeeing che 
Light in every Conſcience teacherh noching of 
this Faith, chat in Scripture is called che Faich 
of God $ Elect, and the common Faith, to wir, 
of the Faithful in all Apes. Therefore W. P. 
im the very entry of his Work, maketh a great 
Stumble, and uſerh a great Fallacy, as if all 
Mankind, ever lince the Diſperſion of the Na- 
tions, to this day, had one general Rule of 
Faith and Life, and that was the Light in 
every Conſcience, abſtrattly conſider'd from 
all External Helps and Means, both of Know- 
ledpe and Faith. Let W. P. tell us, whether 
the 


and his Brethren, Expoſed. IT 


the Light by its common diſcovery in every 
Man $s Conſcience, taught or zave che Com- 
mand of Sacrificing. If he fay, God, or the 
Spirit that is God, taught them to Seocrifice, 
he ſhifts the Queſtion, Which is pot what 
God did teach by f; ecial Revelation, but 
what he did teach Men generally inall Azes, 
by common Illumination , the Di&ates of 
which are in great part generally the ſame, 
to all Men in all Ages, but fo is not that 
either of Sacrifices or Circomciſion, or many 
other things that God commanded to ſome 
and not to others, and to ſome in one Age 
and not in another, ſuch a geitral Rule of 
Morality or moral Juſtice has been, is, and 
ever will be, in the World : Ent what is 
this to the Rule of the Chriſtian Faith,which 
for Subſtance is the ſame with the Faich of 
all the Fathers, Noab, Abraham, David, &c.t 
It is caſe to eſpy W. F's Delign in this his 
Undertaking, it he can prove that there is 
but one General Rule of Faith ard Life to 
all Mankind, the next ſtep 15, 5 good Con- 
lequence, that all Mankind o' git to have 
but one Faith, and one Religion, 24d that 
is Deiſm and Paganiſm with a witneſs. The 
one Faith that the Scripture mentioreth, is 
not one Faith of all Mankind, but one Faith 
of God's Church, which is called the Faith 
of God's Elet, when that Bleſſed T ime ſhall 
come, that the Goſpel ſhall be outwardly 
preach'd 
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preachd to all Nations, as our Saviour hath 
forctold it ſhall be, it is juſtly hoped that 
there will be a General Rule of Faith and 
Life to all Mankind that then ſhall live, but 
to talk of ſach a thing now, and to define a 
thing which is not, and write a Book abour 
it, is like T. More s Vropia. 

Page 4. He 1s as Unfſaccelsful and Fallaci- 
ous in his Definition of Faith: By Faith 
(faith he) we wnderſt and ar Aﬀſent of the Mind, 
«n ſuch manner to the Diſcoveries made of Cad 
thereto, as to reſign up to God, and bave copen- 
dence upon him, 4s the great Creator and Savs- 
ow of bu People. This Definition of Faith, 
indeed, ſuits well with the Definition of 
his General Rule of Faith. Bot there are 
many parrs of Mankind, that have not only 
a Faith in God, as the great Creator [ the 
Faith here only defined by him] bur have a 
Faith i1 Chriſt too, and in God the Saviour 
and Re \cemer, conlidered as in the Perſon 
of a Mcdiator, who is both God and Man, 
by which Faith in Chriſt, they have a moſt 
firm Faith in God, grounded upon God's 
Promiſes, which are all Yea and Amen in 
Chriſt And here in W, P's Definition of 
this Pagan and Deifſt Faith, he ſuppoſes that 
which will not be granted to him, viz. That 
any ever had ſuth a Faith in God, 4s to reſign 
wp to God and have dependence upon him, as the 


great Creator arid Saviow of bu People, with- 


one 
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out all Faith 1 Chriſt, conſidered 44 God- Man. 
If by the Savioar of his People, he means 
ſuch a Saviour as ſaves them with eternal 
Salvation, and makes them Heirs of God, 
and Co- heirs with Chriſt ; I fay withour all 
Faith, cither explicit or implicie. That ſome 
of the Gentile: who endeavoured ro live up 
to forme Moral Principles, diſcovered to 
them by the Light in their Conſciences, and 
the Improvemenrs that their reaſanavle Fa- 
culties made, being cnlightned thereby, by 
viewing the Works of Creation and gene» 
ral Providence, had a kind of Faith and 
Hope in God, that prompted them to ex- 
pelt Temporal Elcllings, and ſome Tempo- 
ral Rewards, from the Obſervation they 
could make, that Divine Providence did or- 
dinarily beſtow ſuch Bleſſiogs upon Men that 
were morally honeſt, may, and ought to be 
granted : Burt this is not the Faith of God's 
Ele, and of the Heirs of eternal Salva- 
tion, that is grounded upon - the Faithful 
Word of God, and his Faithful Promiſes 
firſt delivered to hisHoly Prophers and Apo- 
les, and by them to us, even foch a word 
of Faith, >) that, It ud 4 [ auth; ul ſaying, that 
Jeſu Chriſt us come into the Works to ſave Sin- 
nevi, 1 Tim t, 19 For tt him cave all the 
Prophets witneſs (as Peter preached to Cir- 
nel) that whoever believeth in bim, (ould 
receive remiſſion of Suns, Aﬀfts 10. 43. God's 
Frogmics 
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Promiles come not to Men, nor ever came 

to them, by the common Didtates of the 

Light Within, whither they call it God, or 

the Word, or the Spirit, there are diver- 

fities of Operations, Gifts and Miniſtrati- 

ons, inward as well as outward of one God, 

one Lord, and one Spirit, Who is over all, 
in all, and through all. It is but a faiat 

Hope and Faith, that Men can have iy God, 

without the Promiſes, and Withour all fpe- 
cial Revelation. The knowledge of God's 
Goodneſs, diſcoverable by the Light in 
every Conſcience, in the Works of Creati- 
on and Providence, may give Men, that are 
morally honeſt, ſome provable Faith, that 
he will be favourable to rhem : Burt the in- 
fallible ground of certainty , concerning 
eternal Life and Salvation, nooe ever had, 
or can have, withoat the Promiſes and ſpe-. 
cial Revelation. For all the Lizhtand Know: 
ledge that the Epbeſian Gentifer had, in their 
meer G enile Statc, P aut told, IT bat at that 
time they were without bepe, ad without the 
Promnuſes, and aliens and ſtrangers to the com- 
mon-wealth of Iſrar!, Eph. 2.12. An indigent 
Man, that knows a good Man, that is able 
to belp him, yet he is not fure that be will 
help him, unleſs he has his promiſe, and ſome 
particular intimation of his mind z bur if 
he have that, then his Faith hath fure foor 
ing. But the Faithful have not only Gods 
| Word 


| 
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Word and Promiſes, but confirmed by his 
Oath, that by two immutable things, they 
might have ſtrong Confidence, and Hope, 
that is, as an Anchor, fure and Redfaſt, and 
which enters within the Yail, whither the 
Fore-runner hath gone. Bat there is no+ 
thing of this fort of Faith, that I can find, 
as any-wiſe neceſſary or eſſential to the Res 
ligion here deſcribed in this Treatiſe 
W. P. but pure Driſm, and at beft rehi 
Paganiſm all along, es will further appear ig 
what follows. 

| fiod in Page 50 of the ſame Treatiſe, a 
quire differing Definition of Faith, which if 
not plainly -ragary to the former, is 
very difingenoous and full of Equivocation'; 
but whatever way it be taken, if he adhere 
co it, and allow it to be a proper Definiti 
(where the Defioition it ſelf, in the parts 
it, ought to be eſſential to the thing de» 
fired, and fuch as the thing defined cannot 
be withour,) it yields a ſufficient Argument, 
againſt his Poſition, Ther the Light in every 
Man"; Cinſcience the Rule of Faith. His De- 
finition is this, Fauh © yielding »p to the ve- 
querong of God's Sp17 if 17 in, in fall aſſar anct 
of the Remiſſien of Sits that are paſt, through 
the Son of bus love and Life everlaſting. S& 
veral things are favlty in this Definition : 
Firſt, That he confaunds the Effeft, or Con 
comitant of Faith, with Faith it ſelf ; for 
the 
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the yielding vp, or Reſignation to God's 
Requirings, is rather an Effet or Conco- 
mirant of Faith, than Faith it fclf, eſpeci- 
ally io the preſent caic, as it hath reſpect to 
the Rule which determines what is to be be- 
lieved, or aſkcnted unto, upon the Credit of 
Divine Authority. Secondly, That he makes 
Remiſſion of Sins to be antecedent and prior 
to Faith, which is the Error of the Argne- 
mean, and plainly contradiftory to the 
Scripture, that holds forth both Repentance 
and Faith, to be neceſſary Requilites, in or- 
der to Forgiveneſs. Thirdly, 1 hat he makes 
full Aſarance of Remiſſion of Sins to be of 
the Nature of Faith, whereas there is a 
Faith of Adheſion, that is, true Faith, that 
many of the Faithful have, who have not 
arrived to that full Aarance- But that which 
I principally notifie in this his laſt Definiti- 
on, is, That he makes this full Aſſurance of 
the Remiſſhon of Sins, to be through the 
Son of God's love. Where, that the Equi- 
vocation and Fallacy may be diſcovered, I 
ask him, what he means by the Son of his 
Love, through which this Aſurance of Re- 
miſſion of Sins is obtained ; If he means by 
the Son of his Love, only the Light within 
every Man's Conſcience, it is a palpable 

wvocation, and inferted on purpoſe to de- 
ceive the Chriſtian Readers, who generally 
by Mens haviog Remiſſion of Sigs through 
the 
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the fon of God's Love, do underſtand the 
Son of God's Love to be the Word Incar- 
nate, to wit, Jeſus Chriſt God-man, as he 
diced for our Sins, by his Death to purchaſe 
to us the Pardon of them. But this ſenſe 
of the words, which is the true Scripture 
ſenſe, and the fenſe of all truce Chriſtians, 
W. P. doth not admit, if he adhere to what 
he hath ſaid, both here and in his other 
Books ; for in his Serious Apology, Page 146- 
he faith, in behalf of himſelf and Brethren 
That that curward Perſon that ſuff ered at Jerv- - 
falem, was properly the Son of God, we utterly 
deny. And here in this Book, he makes it 
not any of the abſolute Neceſlaries, in Re- 
ligion, but fome conſiderable Matters fſu- 
peradded, P. 44. That God was manifeſted 
extr aordinarily tn the Fleſh, that be gave bus 
Life for the World; that ſuch 4d beloeve ad 
obey bus Grace in their Hearts, recerve Renuſſion 
of Sins, and Life everlaſting. But which way 
ſocver he underſtands theſe words, The Sow 
of God's Love, ſeeing he makes the Rule of 
every Man's Faith, not to be the Words of 
God, declaring his Promiſe of Forgivencis, 
as outwardly delivered in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; but the Light in every Mans Con- 
kcience ; he is bound t aq us fome better 
robes his fimple Attrmation, That the 
ight in every Man's Conkcience, or indeed 
in any Man's Conſcience , reveals to him 
C Gods 
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God s Will to forgive Sins, without all ſpe- 
cial Revelation or Declaration of God sWill, 
as contained in the Holy Scriptures, fecing 
the Holy Scriptures do hold it forth, as one 
of the preat Secrets and Myſterics of God's 
Will declared to Men, by the ipecial Reve- 
lation of the Holy Spirit, through his Holy 
Prophets and Aroſties, even Remilion of 
Sin, and Free Juſtification, by Jeſus Chriit, 
through Faith in him,and not by any Works, 
or Obedience, that cither the Jew did per- 
form to the ovtward Law, or the Genrite 
did perform to the Law writ in the Heart. 
When Peer preached Remiltion of Sing by 
Faith in Jefrs Chrift, whom the Jews hang d 
on the 1 ree,, to Cornelins, be confirm'd this 
Dottrine, not from the cternal Precepts in 
every Man's Confrience, or the common 
DiQates of the Light in every Man,but from 
the general Jeftimony of the Prophets , 
Ati 10.43. To bim (nd Peter) gove all the 
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fore PETE Der ow a7, ” FIT IVE Kemaſſion 
of Sims. | ccording to W. P's Dodtrine, 
the Apoltic Parr hould have laid, To him 
the Light 417 every Contcrience, gave the 
INCtates of 1 t Luipht in CEVErY (LONIIEnce 
witncls, 1 hat whotoever gave up to the 
C 13. s of the Liokr 16 th nm, [ withovr 
ail Faith 1 hilt Q& Yan wither rhem } 
ſhall receive the Real] { Liicar 54155. And 


Iccing 


and his Brethren, Expoſed, 19 


ſeeing whatever is the Rule of Faith muſk 
teach us, all that is needful to Salvation, by 
it ſelf, as W. P. argueth, he muſt prove that 
the Light in every Man's Confience, dictar* 
th to him this Propolition, 7hb& of thee 
ſoalt confeſs with thy month, the Lord Jeſt, avd 
belteve in thune heart, that God bath rarjed brim 
from the dead, then ſhalt be [aved, Rom. 10-9. 
Or it it doth dictate fome other way than 
this, then that and the like places of Scrip- 
ture, contradict the Diftates of the Light 
within. But that this Propolition laid down 
Rom. 10- 9. is no Dictate of the Light with- 
in in Mens Conſciences , is evident from 
W. Fs plain Contelhon, P. 32, 33: who laith;, 
I bat the Lirhe within ſhould tell ws, that Chriſt 
ſuffered Death and roſe 47 ain 14 not worded, ite 
4 nwch af an account of that #4 txtant in Serige 
tare. Whereby it plainly appears, he holds 
it not needful t> our Salvation, to believe 
that Propoktion Kowr. 10. 9. feeing the Light 
within, that is the Rule of Faith, doth not 
reveal it, and fuch Revelation is not ne- 
cellary 3 and conlequeatly according to him, 
the belicf of that Propofition, Foam 10. 9g. 15 
not neccflary to any for Salvation. And if 
that be not necellary, by the fame method 
of Argument ( according ro W. PF. ) nor 1s 
the belict of all the other parts of Scripture 
necellary to Salvation , which are not rhe 
common Diates of the Light in every Con- 
C 2 (CICLEE, 
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ſcience. The only uſe of the whole Scrip- 
ture, according to W. P. is meerly Hiſto- 
rical, which though perbaps true, is no- 
wiſe neceſſary to our Salvation to believe 
the truth of it; but we are left at liberty, 
to believe or disbelieve all and every part 
of what is contained in the Scripture, with- 
out any danger to our Salvation ; excepting 
theſe few abſolnte neceſſaries, that the Light 
within every Conſcience teacheth us, as well 
as the Scriptures. But none of all the twelve 
Articles of the Apoſtle's Creed, according 
to the true Senſe of Scripture, or the com- 
mon received Senſe of all rrue Chriſtians, 
are taught by the Light within, without the 
external Revelation of the Scripture ; there- 
fore according to W, P. the belief of none of 
theſe twelve Articles is necellary to our Sal- 
vation. The which being the plain Import 
of W. Fs Dottrine laid down in his Book, 
whither it be not Flan Deiſm appearing 
with open face, I appral to all ſincere Chri 
ſtians 
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Settion 2. 


His Arguments from Scripture, that the 
Light in every Man's Conſcience, is the 


Rule of Faith and Life, Anſwered. 


E begins with his Proofs, Page 4. That 

the Light in every Man s Cinſcience, « 

the general Knile of Faith and Life, from Mat. 

11-27. and 1 Cor, 2.11. he argues, That be- 

Calle the Father cannot be known, but by the Re- 

velation of the Sen, and Holy Spirit, conſequently 

that Light, mentioned John 1. 3. or Spirit, muſt 

bave been the general Eule of Mens Knowledge, 
Faith and Obedzence, with reſpett to God. 

Anſw. His Conſequence is denied, he gives 
no proof of ir; yea it is manifeſtly falſe; 
and to diſcover its Fallacy, obſerve how he 
confounds the efficienc Cauſe, and Author 
of Knowledge and Faith , with the Rule, 
which he ought to diſtinguiſh : He might as 
well argue, no Man tes what hour it is on 
a Sun-dyal, but by the Sun, and conſequent- 
ly the Sun, and not the Dyal, is the Rale 
whereby he knows the hour. 

Page 5. His next Argumert is, from 
Eph. $. 13. Whatever makes mani/eft # Light, 
therefore the Light in the Conſcience # the gene» 
ral Kde. 
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Anſw. The Conlequence again is denied, 
it has the ſame defect as the former, as will 
appear by forming the like Argumevt, 
Whatever wahtes manifeſt an eirward objett ts 

our Eye, 4 ſome cur ard lag be of Sun, Moon, 
or Candle, &&c. Thereforc that alone, with- 
out the object manifeſts it, and alſo with- 
out the Organ of ſight, who fees not the 
Fallacy of this Argoment, end as much be 
may fee the Faltacy of the other. 

The next place of Scriptore he arguerh 
from, 1s #-m. 1. 19. which he falſly quores, 
as | have obſerved, he hath miſquored this 
lace, both here and in pep. 21, for thas 
be quotes it. WHATEFER might be 
known of God, was made manifeſt within, 
for God who is Light hath ſhewn it unto 
them. Bur ler the place it felf be confider- 
ed, and it ith not, WHATEFER, 
bat what is to be known of God is manifeſt 
in them ; ro wit, the Gentiles or Heathen 
Nations, who had not the peculiar Do&trines 
of the Chriſtian Faith revealed to them, or 
Preached among them. And that the words, 
what if ts be tnown of God, cannot be meant 
of WHATEFER canoris to be known 
of God wei mantel? wnihem; as the Text 
doth not fav it, ſoit is a manifeſt Falſhood : 
it cannot be faid of the beſt Chriſtians, 

hat Whatever is to be known of God, 6 
made manifcit in them ; for the beſt know 
but 
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bat in part, and there is ſtill more to be 
known of God, even in the beſt of Chriſti: 
ans, than What 15 at pretent revealed, of 
made manifeſt in them. And it is very evi- 
deat from the following words, what Paul 
meant by that Gying, What i 10 be brown 
of God ;or 4s tis in the Greek, =» prezer rs Ons, 
wz. The Ertcfnal power and God-ticad, 
which was made manifeſt, partly by the 
things made or created without Men, and 
partly by fome Divine IMumination within 
them. But doth it therefore follow, that 
becauſe thoſe Heathens had fome knowledec 
of the Eternal Power and God-head, that 
therefore they knew all the tundamental 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion ? By no 
means, more than it followeth, thet W. 7. 
knoweth ſome things of England, and ſome 
other Countries, partly by Hiſtory, and 
partly by his fight of them, therefore he 
Knows the whole Earth, fo far as it 15 
habitable. 

He brings another Proof, That the Light in 
every Alan's Conſcience 14 the Rule of Faith and 
Life, from AMices 6. 8. He hath ſhewed un- 
to thee, O Man, what is good, and what 
God requireth of thee, Ge. Which (faith he ) 
could net be, without the Light of biz Son ſhunes 
in Alan i Conference ; Foerefare the laght of 
Chriſt in the Conſcience, muſt needs have beg 
the G ener al Kale, KC. 
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Anſw. His Conſequence is ?gain denicd, 
which he doth not prove, it has the ſame 
defe&t with his foregoing proofs, that he 
confounds the Author, and Efficient caulc 
of Faith, with the Rule, which is the inſtru- 
mental Cauſe thereof. Bur let it be farther 
conlidered, what the following words are, 
not mentioned by W. PF. here, and let them 
be compared with the foregoing words, 
Ver. 7. Will the Lord bt pleaſed with Thouſands 
of Rams, or with ten T bouſand: of Kirvers of Ot ? 
ſhall 1 groe my firſt born for my tranſgreſſun the 
Frmt of my Body | or the Stn of muy Soul ? Ver. ©. 
He bath ſhewed thee, O Man, what & good ; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
ds» juſtly, and love Mercy, and walk bum 
bly with thy Ged ' And it will appear, that 
the words at leaſt have a ComparativeSenſec, 
as intimating that Juſtice, Mercy and Hyumi- 
lity, or Humble walking with God, are 
more acceptable to God, and the greater 
things of God s Laws, than all outward Sa- 
crifices were zut doth it therefore 
follow, that God did not require thoſe 
outward Sacrifices then to be offered up, 
or that God did not require Faith 1n 
the People of J/ſracl, that he did Com- 
mand them! And if foch a Faith was 
then required of them, which the common 
ditares of the light in every Conſcience did 
not trach them but ſpecial Kevelation ; by 
the 
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the like reaſon, it can be proved, that the 
Faith of Chriſt the great Sacrifice , as he 
was outwardly to be offered vp, of which all 
the outward Sacrifices were Þ$ ypes, was allo 
required by the Lord from that People, the 
which Faith, all the faithful then had, and 
by which Faith, they received the remiſſion 
of their Sins according to Ar 1o 43. But 
ſecing the Light within every Man gives 
them not this Faith, nor teacheth it them, 
it evidently follows, that the Light within 
every Man is not the Role of the Chriſtian 
Faith; it may be further Gid,that the words 
Micah 6.5,9. it they were tobe underſtood, 
with reſpett to meer Heathens and Gerriles, 
who have not the External Word, might 
imply, that no more is required of them, 
than thoſe general things which the Law or 
Light in them doth reach them, aad is the 
only Rule they have ; bur theſe words ſeem 
not to be ſpoke with reſpe&t to meer Gen- 
tiles, but rather to them that were by Pro- 
feſſion the Church of God z and though nei- 
ther Faith nor Repentance, nor many other 
Evangelical Virtues and Duties are there 
expreſſed, yet without doubr they are im- 
plyed, a« well as where Faith is only expreſt, 
in many places of Scripture, Love and other 
Virtues *1c implyed. And indeed by rhe 
like Fallacy W. PF. might infer, that our 
whole Keligion Conliſts in praftiſcing the 
Duties 
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Datics of the 2d. Table from James's words, 
Pure and wnditiled Kelagion MX I8 wviſu the F atber- 
leſs and the Widow, and tokerp unſpetted from 
the World. And that Conſequently he that 
doth this, though he practiſe none of the 
Duties of the Firit Table, be has Religion 
enough, yea though he have no Faith in 
God, no fcar of him nor Love to him, if 
he be Charitable, and temperate, as it has 
been reported ſome Atheilts bave heen. 

Page F. His next Argument is, /t was by 
this Law, tha Enoch, Noah, abraberm, 
Melchifideck, Abimilech, Job, 7-rhro, &c. 
walked, and were accep '«. +44 Jaith Jreneus 
and '] crtulliaty, toy n 16 Joh, by the Law 
written ww their Hearts, then Was ut ther 
Kale to0, and tn that Jift State 

Anſwv. Tins Arcumcnt hath feveral de 
fefts in it- 1- To argue from a Law or 
Rulc of Moral Juſtice, to a Law or Rule 
of Faith ina Chriſt the promiſed Aſeſiab, 
without which Faith rtherc is no promile of 
Erernal Lite and Salvation in all the Scrip- 
rore. Secondly, That be Jumbleth Abrme- 
lech and Js, ( none of which were pro- 
phet ;3 with Avraham, and others that were 
Prophets, and had extraordinary KRevela- 
tion, concerning the AMeſſtab I hirdly, 
That he makes no diſtinction betwixt what 
the Light or Word did reveal commonly mn 
all Mca, by the common lilumination, and 
what 
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what that fame word did reveal to the Pro- 
phets, and by them to the Faithful, by ſpe- 
cial Revelation and IMumination. And in- 
deed all his Arguments are in great part 
built on this Fallacy, of not diſtinguiſhing, 
bat confounding the common or general 
Ilominations, given to all Men, from the 
ſpecial and extraordinary given to ſome. 
That the common Illumination of the Di- 
vine Word, was to the Patriarchs, Abrs- 
bam, Noab, &c. a Law, or Kule of Juſtice 
is granted ; but that it was to them a Law, 
or Rule of Faith, whereby they believed in 
the promiſed Meſſiah, is denied, for that was 
a ſpecial Revelation, that was the Law or 
Rule of that Faith, and not the common 
Illumination, though both common and ſpe- 
cial, were and arc from the ſame Divine 
Word; yet this binders not their Diſtio- 
(tion; as all the Creatures of God have one 
Creator and Author of their Being ; yet this 
hinders not, but that the Creatures arc 
widely diſtiact one from another. 


28 The Deiſmof William Penn, 


Section 3. 


Hlis firſt ana jecond Arguments, that the 
Scripture is not the Rule of Faith and 
Life, Anſwered. 


Page 4 þ the next place he pleads, that 
the Scriptures cannot be theRule, 

arguing ths, Arg-1. How can they be the 

general Rule, that bave not been general. 

Anſw. He is till gniity of confounding 
and jumbling things that ovght to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed. 1- None faith, that the Scrip- 
tures are a general Kute: If by a general 
Rule, he means a Rule aftually obliging all 
Men whomſoever, for the Scripture obligeth 
none but fach, who either have them, or at 
leaſt can by ſome poſſible means have them. 
2. It is granted, that the Law or Illumina- 
tion that is in all Men, is the general Law, 
or Rule of Juſtice and Morality to all Men. 
But what then, will it follow, that Chriſti- 
ans have no other Rule, but that of mor! 
Juſtice? 3, He ought to have diſtinguiſhed, 
betwixt the general Law, or Rule of Juſtice 
given toall Mankire, and the general ſuper- 
added Law, and Rule of Chriſtian Faith and 
Praftite, given in general to Chriſtians ; but 
for want of this diſtiaQtion, he deceives him- 

felf, 


| 
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ſelf, and fecks to deceive others, with falla- | 


cious Arguments. 
Page 6. He brings an Objeftion thus, But 


granting that the Light within were ſo, [ viz. 


the general Rule] before Scripture was ex+ 
tant, yet, &c. Anſw. He ſuppoleth that to 
be granted, Which ought not to be granted, 
viz. That the common Illumination before Scrip- 
(are Wat extant, was the Knle of the Faith of all 
the Faithful, who lived and died in the Faith 
of the promiſed Meſſiah, by whom they believed 
ts bave Renniſſion of Sin and wternal Life. 
This is altogether denied, for this Faith 
they had not by the common Illumination, 
but by ſpecial Revelation given to ſome by 
Prophehe, and to others by means of their 
Prophehies. 

Page 6. His Quotations out of Gentile 
Authors, as 1 baler, Pythageras, Secret es, CC. 
prove no more at moſt, | that they ac- 
knowledged an inward Law, Kule and Prin- 
ciple, of Juſtice and moral Virtue placed in 
Mankind : But what faith all this, to prove 
that all Mankind had, or have, a Law 
or Rule of the Chriſtian Faith? Nothing 
at all. 

Page 8. Arg. 2. He makes a freſh Aſſaulr, 
to prove that the Scriptures are not the 
Rule of Faith and Life, &c. His Argument 
is this, If now the Fale, then ever the Kile ; 
bat they were net ever the Kale, there/ore they 
canrear 


360 The Deiſmof William Penn, 
Cann now be the Fale. That they were not 
ever the Kule, # granted. That they are nut 
therefore now the Kale, 1 [had prove (faith he) 
thaw : If the Faith of God's People, in all Ager, 
be of one Nature, then the Kale but of one Ns 
tive : But clear it i, Heb. 11. the Faith bas 
been but of one Nature, conſequently the Rnle but 
of one Nature. In ſhort, If the Holy Ancients 
bad Faith, before they had or wrote Scriprave, 
they bad a Rile, before they bad or wrote 
SECT 1ptnre, 

Anſw. His whole way of argning here, is 
extreamly weak, to detect which, let hiat 
conſider, when it is commonly ſaid, the 
Scriptures are the Rvle of Faith, it is not 
meant ſimply and barely the written Letter, 
but the Dottrine delivered in or by the writ- 
ten Letter, is the Rule, which at other times 
is thus expreſſed, the Word of God con- 
tained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament, or the revealed Will and Mind 
of God, delivered to us by Scripture, is the 
Rule of Chriſtian Faith, Gr. Aud ſeeing 
the DoAtrine of Faith in the promiſed Meſſtab, 
and of cternal Salvation, through Faith in 
him, is the ſame, in the Eſſentials and Fun- 
damenrtals of it, now as then, and then as 
now withour any ſubſtantial Variation ;, it 
is evident, that as the Doctrine now com- 
mitred ro writing, 1s the fame it was before 
writing, the Rule is ſhll the ſame, 


iT was 1! 
and 
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and the Faith is the fame, for Subſtance and 
Nature; for the different manner of con- 
veying the Dattrine, makes no effential 
Difference, cirther in the DoQrine, or Faith, 
and conſequently nor a different Rule, As 
when the Doctrine is delivered by Preach- 
ing or Writing, to one Nation in one Lan- 
gvage, and to other Nations in other Lan- 
guages , yet the Doctrine may be ſtill rhe 
ſame : Nor doth it charge the Natvre of 
the Doftrine, that fome had it by Prophe- 
tical Inſpiration ard Revelation, without 
any external Mediums; and others had it 
by and through ſome external MediuTs, as 
by means of the Miniſtry of Faithful Mena 
faithfully conveyed , through the ſeveral 
Ages, the Spirit of God inwardly by his 
ſecret Inſpiration, moving the Faithful to 
believe the DoCtrine preached to them by 
ſuch Faithful Men. And here 1 would have 
him to conhder his great defauir, in not di- 
ſtirgaiſhing the loſpirations of God's Spirit, 
the want of which leads him into fo many 
By-paths, as if all Divine Inſpirations were 
Propherical, and of the ſame Nature, with 
what the Prophers and Apoltles had, as Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles; whereas the Scripture 
plainly diſtinguiſheth the various Gitts,Ope- 
rations, and Miniſtrations, of one * and the 

lame God, Lord and Spirit ; ail which ms y 
be accounted Divine Infpiratici Are ad 
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Cannet now be the Fale. That they were not 
ever the Kule, # granted. That they are nut 
therefore now the Kule, I ſhall prove (faith he) 
thaw : If the Faith of God 1 Prople, in all Ager, 
be of one Nature, then the Rale but of one Na 
tive + But clear it uw, Heb. 11. the Faith bas 
been but of one Nature, conſequently the Knle but 
of one Nature. In ſhort, If the Holy Ancient: 
bad Faith, before they had or wrote Scriprave, 
they had a Ritle, before they bad or wrote 
Scripture, 

Anſw. His whole way of arguing here, is 
extreamly weak, to detect which, let hint 
conſider, when it is commonly faid, the 
Scriptures are thc Riile of Faith, It 1s nor 
meant fimply and barely the written Letter, 
but the Dottrine delivered in or by the writ- 
ten Letter, is the Rule, which at other times 
is thus expreſſed, the Word of God con- 
tained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament, or the revealed Will and Mind 
of God, delivered to us by Scripture, is the 
Rule of Chriſtian Faith, Ge. Aud freeing 
the Dorine of Faithin the promiled Meſſiah, 
and of cternal Salvation, through Faith in 
him, is the ſame, in the Eſſentials and Fun- 
damenrtals of it, now as then, and then as 
now withour any ſubſtantial Variation ;, it 
is evident, that as the Doctrine now com- 
mitted to writing, is the fame it was before 
writing, the Rule is ſtill the ſame, 
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and the Faith is the ſame, for Subſtance and 
Nature ; for the different manner of con- 
veying the Dettrine, makes no effential 
Difference, cither in the DoQrine, or Faith, 
and conſequently nor a different Rule, As 
when the Doctrine is delivered by Preach- 
ing or Writing, to one Nation in one Lan- 
guage, and to other Nations in other Lan- 
guages z yet the Doctrine may be ſtill rhe 
ſame : Nor doth it charge the Nature of 
the Dotrine, that ſome had it by Prophe- 
tical Inſpiration and Revelation, without 
any external Mediums; and others had it 
by and through ſome external MediuTs, as 
by means of the Miniſtry of Faithful Mea 
faithfully conveyed , through the ſeveral 
Ages, the Spirit of God inwardly by his 
ſecret Inſpiration, moving the Faithful to 
believe the Doctrine preached to them by 
ſuch Faithful Men. And here 1 would have 
him to conſider his great defauir, in not di- 
ſtingaiſhing the Inſpirations of God's Spirit, 
the want of which leads him into fo many 
By-paths, as if all Divine Inſpirations were 
Propherical, and of the ſame Nature, with 
what the Prophers and Apoltles had, as Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles; whereas the Scripture 
plainly diſtinguiſheth the various -itts,Ope- 
rations, and Miniſtrations, of one and the 

lame God, Lord and Spirit ;, all wid ms Yy 
be accounted Divine In Tparati ls* Are ad 
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Prophets ? (aid Paul, 1 Gr. 12. 29. intimating 
they were not all Prophets, who yet were 
true Saints and Believers, all which had the 
ſame Spirit inſpiring them all, but not the 
ſame manner and kind of Inſpirations, but 
far differing ; the Prophetical luſpirations 
taught them the DoQrine of Faith without 
all outward teaching of Men ; but the In- 
ſpirations of other Faichfal Men, who were 
not Prophets, did reach them the fame 
Do&trines, by means of outward teaching 
of Men. 


Sect 10N 4 « 


His third, fourth and fifth Arguments, 
Anſwered. 


Page 9. E frames a new Argument here, 
Arg. 3 which he ſers out in a two-fold 
Dreſs; 1 ſhall produce it in its beſt Dreſs; 
and thus it is, Such as the Faith is, ſuch muſt 
the Rule be ;, but the Faith us ( as before) Inward 
and Spiritual , therefore the Rule muſt be In 

ward and Spiritual, which no meer Book can be. 
Anſw. Here he takes his Conſequence as 
granted, without any offer of proof; but 
it is altogether Fallacious: If by the term 
Such, 
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Such, he mean ſuch every way, and in all 
reſpets, and Univerſally ſuch, it will lafer 
the greateſt Blaſphemy, (ad Hominem) as to 
argue thus, Such as the Faith u, ſuch maſt 
the Rule be ;, but the Faith is an Act, or thing 
that had a beginning in Time, therefore the 
Rule is an At or thing that had a beginning 
in time; and that Rule, according to him, 
being the Word and Spirit of God, which 


; is God, therefore God ( Abſie Blaſphemia ) 


had a beginning in time. If by the term 
Such, he mean not fech univerſally, bat on- 
ly in ſome reſpetts, as becauſe the Faith is 
true and certain, therefore the Rule is 
ſuch, his propoſition is granted, bur then 
the Conſequence would not follow, that be- 
cauſe the Faith is inward, the Rule is on- 
ly inward, no more than it Will follow, 
that becauſe my ſight of an objeQ, is in my 
Eye,that therefore theObjett is no where but 
in my Eye. He grants,that until the Son came, 
the Law outward was a Rule, pag. 19. and 
yet all thoſe Holy Ancicats who lived be- 
fore the Son came, had the true inward 
Faith, therefore they had the trove inward 
Rule, and not the outward Rule, by his Ar- 
gument, Which deſtroyeth his former Ar- 
gument. His Syllogilm Tranſgreſſeth a cer 
tain Rule in Logick, The major Propoſition 
in rhe firſt Figure, muſt not be particular. 
Page. 8. 9g. As to his Authorities and Teſti- 
D monies; 
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monies, out of Juſtin Martyr, and Clemens 
Alezandrinas , to j rove that the Word 
and Spirit is the only Rule of Faith, 
that Socrates and Heraclitzr were Chriſti 
ans as living with Chriſt the Word. Ir 
may be ſuppoſed that Jaftin Martyr and Ch- 
mens Alexandrinus,oight thhink that they hadF' 
Faith in the promiſed Aeſſiab, as Abraham, 
had, nor hath W. P. proved the contrary ; 
and if they had that Faith, the Rule of that 
Faith was the fame as to us, to wit, the 
Dottrine of Faith, which is ſtill the lame, 
whither given by prophetical Inſpiration, 
or by an outward Miniſtry. His Quotati- 
on out of Exſebi«s, affirming that Abraham, 
and the Ancient Fathers were Qhriſtians,and 
his defining a Chriſtian to. be.one, that by 
the knowledge and Dottrine of Chriſt excels in 
Moderation of Mind, in Kighteonſneſs and 
Continency of Life, &tc. has not the leaſt 
weight to confirm W, P's. moſt falſe Do- 
Qtrine, viz. That Deiſm ang, Chriſtianity 
are but one and the fame thigg, and bave 
but one and the fame Kule, to wit,” the 
Light as with reſpet to the common Illumi- 
nation ; for Exbſeias in the definition of a 
Chriſtian, makes the Do@rine of Chriſt 
that whereby he excels in thoſe Vertues 
But can W. PF. prove, that the Doftrine of 
Faith in Chriſt, as God-man, for remiffon 
of Sin, and Eternal Salvation, was no part 


bee 
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of the Doctrine of Chriſt, according to 
Euſebins's Senſe. 

Page 9. Arg. y. He proceeds to a new 
Argument, againſt the Scriptares —_— 
Rule. If the Seriptares were the general Kale, 
they bave always been a perfett Kult, ever 


nad $1 ſince they were a Rule bur this Faith he )is impoſſi- 
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ble, fince they were many hundred years in 
Writing, and are now imperfett alſo 41 to number. 


' How then are they the perf ett Rule ! And if in 
Serfe# (faith he) Hom 


can they be the Rule of 
Faith, fmce the Rule of F aith muſt be perfet? 
Anſw: This Argument ſurely is very im- 
fe(t, as well as offMiive, fo openly to charge 
the holy Scriptures with imperfeCtion. 
Is the common diſcovery by the Light with- 
in given to all Mankind, a perfe&t diſcovery 
of all things neceflary, given to'all ar 
once? He grants, {t 1s not, comparing the 
Light within to 4 School-maſter, that firft teach» 
«th the Chuldren to Spell, before be teach them to 
Read, Chr. Quak Page 18, what if all or 
much that was cither ipoke or writ by pro- 
phetical inſpiration, was not at firſt extant, 
this doth no more argue, that the Scrip- 


'tures are imperfect, thas that it argueth, 


that becanſe our bleſſed Lord from the di- 
menſions of a Child increaſed to the dimen+ 
fions of a Man ; that therefore he was im- 
perfett when a Child, whereas a Child and 
a Man have the fame eſſential perte&Qions : 

D 2 And 
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And in like manner, the Dottrine of the 
Chriſtian Faith, concerning the remiſſion of 
Sin, and Ercrnal Salvation, by the promiſed 
Meſſiah, was the fame, and had the fame 
eſſential perfeCtions from the beginning of 
the World, and in all Ages, as it has now- 
And one Tenth part, yea haps much 
leſs than one Hundred part of the Writings 
of the Holy Scriptures, do perfettly contain 
all the cſleatial parts of the Chriſtian Do- 
Atrine, which yet makes not the other parts 
ſuperfluons. 1 would fain know, if God 
Almighty had given to W. P. but an Eſtate 
of one hundred a Year, might not that 
without more have been a full cnough pro- 
viſion for him; doth it therefore follow, 
that the other Hundreds he hath behde, arc 
ſuperfluous ? 

Beſides, If not only, the number of the 
Books of the Holy Scriptures is iocreaſed, 
beyond what it was at firſt, and for many 
Ages after, but that divers very profitable 
Dottrines have been ſuper-added, to the 
fundamental, and ſome new Commandments 
given by God Almighty to latter Ages, 
that were not at firſt given. Dorh this ar- 
gue any imperfection in the Commands of 
God ! Fut that new Commands were given, 
to ſome in one Ape, that were not given 
to others in former Apes, W. P. I think 
cannot deny, yea that to Abrabam, the 

Com- 
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Commandment of Circumcifion was given, in 
the Ninety Ninth Year of his Age, the 
Scripture 1 cſtimony is plain ; Doth it there- 
fore follow, that the Commands formerly 
given him, or the Promiſes, or his Faith be- 
fore that time was lame and imperfe&t? If 
adding new Commands by God himſelf, to 
what was formerly given by him, doth not 
make the body of God's Commandments im- 
= doth adding to the Rule of Faith, 
y Divine Atherieys make the Rule as firſt 
wen imperfet : Yea W. P. grants, page 2. 
bat theugh Men in all Ages bad ſome know- 
ledge of God, yet not upon equal —_— And 
in his Chriſtian Quaker, page 15. Things are 
neceſſary in reference to their proper tianes, that 
may be requiſne to morrow, which « not to day. 
If then all Men have not the ſame diſcovery, 
they have not the ſame general Rule. 


Section 5, 


His foxth Argament, taken from the Inm- 
perfettion of the Scriptures, Anſwered. 


T is greatly worth our noticeing, after 

that W. P. hath argued againſt the Scrip- 
tures being the Rule, becauſe they were not 
D 3 al 


38 The Deijm of William Penn, 


all given at once, bot at ſundry times, whence 
he infers their Imperfections, and conſe- 
quently that they are not the Rule of Faith 
and Life. Yet in Page 22, he makes the new 
Creature, or new Creation, to be the Rule, 
and on the Margent quoting, Gal.6. 16. As 
many 4s walk, according to thu Rule, or in this 
Rule, T6 wgtini Tire; and Phil. 3.16, he faith 
it muſt be underſtood, Ler ws walk i* the ſame 
Attainment ; and he faith, The Rule mentioned 
Phil. 3- 16. # Tpoten of the Meaſure of Attain- 
ment. Pray conlider how his Argument here, 
for the new Creature and Meafure of Attain- 
ment, being the Rule of Faith and Life, quite 
overthroweth his Argument, againſt the 
Scriptures being the Rule, becauſe as he ſug- 
veſteth, they are impertet, they were not 
all given at once. 

That one Age of Chriſtianity ſhould have 
one Role, and another Ape another Rule, 
he makes it very abſurd, p. 24- Put is the 
Meaſure of Artainment the fame in all Chri- 
ſtians, and in all Ages ? I ſuppoſe he will ſay 
nay ; then by his own Argument, the leſſer 
Attainment in ſome Ages and Perſons is im- 
perfet, and therefore cannot be the Rule 
of Faith. And will he fay, the new Crea- 
ture has the ſame Stature in all Chriſtians ? 
Or will or can he fay, That the new Crea- 
tare is fo perfect in him, that nothing is to 
be added to it? If nay, theo by his own Ar- 

gument 
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oument it is imperfeft, and therefore not 
the Rule. And whereas he quotes Druſun 
on the Margent, to prove from Gal. 5. 6. 
that Faith that works by love is the Rule, 
that is according to him, Faith is its own 
Rule,for the ſubje& of his Diſcourſe is, W hat 
the Rule of Faith is, which one time he 
makes to be Faith it ſelf, p- 22- another time 
Chriſt himſelf, and the Spirit; a third time 
neither this nor that, but the 7 eſtimony of the 
Spirit, Internal Revelation and Inſpiration, the 
aernal Precepts of the Spirit in Mens Gimſcs- 
ence/\there repeated and declared, p.25. But 
again, How can the new Creature be the 
General Kale, ſeeing all Men have it not who 
have the Scriptures? If becanſe the Scrip- 
tures are not general, they are not the Rule, 
as i. P. argueth, by the like reaſon the new 
Creature is not the Rule, becauſe not gene» 
ral, and conſequently by his way of reaſons 
ing, all unregenerated Perſons have no Rule 
at all. But if unregenerated Perions have a 
Rule , who have not the new Creature 
brought forth in themz then by bis own 
way of arguing againſt himſelf, one part of 
Mankind, to wit, the Regenerated, have one 
Rule, which is the new Creature; and the 
other part, towit, the Unregenecrated , 
which is commonly the greater part, have 
another ; bart that, according to him, is ab» 
furd, for then all have not one and the ſame 

D 4 general 
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general Rule, which he contends they ought 
to have. That there is a general Rule of 
Moral Honeſty and Juſtice given to all Men, 
the ſame which Pax calls, 17he Law writ in 
the Hearts of the Gentiles, is granted ; but 
that there is a general Law or Rule of Faith, 
concerning Salvation by Chriſt Crucified, is 
denicd. 


Scion 6. 


Whither the new Creature, mentioned 
Gal. 6. 16. 1s the Rule of Faith : And 
whither the Doctrine 15 the Rate to the 
new Creature, or the new Creature the 
Rule to the DoiFrine ; and which is the 
prior or principal Rule, 


$ touching theſe places of Scripture, 
quoted by him, touching the Rule, 

as Gal.6.16. Phil. 3.16. 2 Gr. 10. 13,15 
none of them all ſay, cither that the Light 
within, or the new Creature, is the Rule of 
Faith and Life ; nor doth he give any proof 
by any true Conſequence that it is. And 
here by the way, W. 7. Thould be put in 
mind, to prove what he aſlerts by plain 
Scripture, withovt Conjequences, which his 
Brethren commonly allow not of 3 but when 
any 
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any of their Opponents argue with them , 
by Conſequences, however io fair, they will 
not allow of them: And yet throughout 
this whole Treatiſe of WW. P. he brings not 
one Argument from -exprels Scripture to 
prove his Matter, but proceeds all along by 
Conſequences, not one of which is fairly and 
truly inferred,as will appear in the thorough 
Examination of them. The Rule mentioned 
Gal. 6.6. hath a plain and cake reference 
to the Propofition laid down by the Apoſtle 
in the foregoing Verie, which is this, That 
in Chriſt Teſws, neither Circumciſion availeth 
any thing, ner Uncircumciſion, but 4 new Crea- 
tare, This Propoktion laid down by the 
Apoſtle, in ſo many expreſs words, is an ex- 
cellent Rule, and one of the many excellent 
Rules appertaining to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, the incire body of which Rules, is de- 
ſervedly called the Rule; and well might the 
Apoſtle ſay, As many 4s walk according to that 
ane Rule, which is very comprehenfive, Peace 
be upon them}, for he that duly walks accor- 
ding to that Rule, will be careful to walk 
according to all the other Rules appertain- 
ing to the Chriſtian Religion, whereof that 
one 15a main. But let it be granted, that 
in ſome fenie, the new Creature may be al- 
,owed to be a Rule (as | ſee no burt to allow 
it in forme ſenſe) and a Law to him, or them 
n whom this new Creature is wrought, or 
brought 
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brought forth ; for even thoſe Genriler,which 
did the things coatained in the Law, are faid 
by Paw, Rom. 2. ts be a Law ts themſelves : 
Which did ſhew the Work of the Law writ in 
their Hearts: T hen furcly much rather every 
regenerate Perſon, by reaſon of his new Nez 
ture, may be faid to be a Law or Rule to 
himſelf, according to that ſaying of Sectine 
de Confol. Phil. Qa# legem det amanirbus 7 
Major lex amor oft thje ibs. Thelove of Vir- 
tue is greater than any Law that can be ex- 
preſſed or laid down in words. But how ? 
as Law there is underſtood not properly, a 
Law or Precept informing the Underſtand- 
ing, but Metaphorically, as it is an inward 

wer, having « mighty impulſe upon the 

ill of a good Man ; even as the love of 
Vice is a mighty Law, that atts with a 
mighty impulic on the Will of a bad and vi- 
cious Man : Hence as the one may be ander- 
ſtood to be (even in the Scripture ſenſe) the 
Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, © 
the other may be underſtood to be the Law 
of Sin and Death, LAW in both theſe re- 
ſpets being underſtood not properly but 
Meraphorically, as when we commonly ſay, 
God Almighty the great Author and Crea- 
tor of Nature, hath given a Law to the Na- 
rure of every thing, as weight ro Stones and 
Mctals, whereby they are moved downwards, 
and levity to Fire, whercby it is moved up- 
wards ; 
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wards ; but whither theſe Motions proceed 
from an inward or external Cauſe in theſe 
natural bodies, is not the proper matter of 
Debate here, only the inſtance is given to 
ſhew, that L AV hath commonly a Meta- 
phorical Senſe as well as proper, and ſo hath 
the word or term Rule. And 1 fuppoſe 
W.P. though perhaps not much a: quainted 
with SchookdiſtinQtions, hath heard of the 
diſtinftion of a Rule into Kegnls regaias, 
and Regula regulate, 1 ©. the Rule ruling.and 
the Rule ruled,at leaſt of the primary and {+ 
condary Rule ; for be hath allowed in this 
Treatile, that the Scriptures may be called 
a Setondary Rule, at leaſt in ſeveral parts 
of them. And why may not much rather 
the new Creature, or work of SanQification, 
be called a Secondary Ruleyz and the Do- 
Atrine of the Chriſtian Religion, conliſting 
of many excellent Preceprts and Promiſes, and 
other Goſpel Truths, the Primary Rule? 
Yea, that it is ſo, is evidently proved, be- 
cauſe the new Creature it felt, to wit, the 
Work of Regeneration and SanCtification in 
the Souls of the Faithful, is inftrumenrally 
wrought by the Form of Dodrine contained 
in the Holy Scriptures, the Spirit of God, 
(working by and with the faid Form of Do- 
Arine) being the principal Agent and Effi- 
cient, according to Rom 6. 17. Ir have obeyed 
from the brart, that Form of Detirime which 
Was 
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was delrvered mare you, Or as the better Tran- 
lation is out of the Greek, ants or into which 
ye were delivered, the word tranflated Form 
1s Type, ſignifying Pattern, Mould or Frame, 
according to the Faſhion of which a thing 
is made, as when a picce of Clay is formed 
by the Potter, by the Frame to which it is 
applied, or Wax receiveth the Imprefiion 
of the Scal; or a Veſſel of Braſs, Tin, or 
Silver is framed by the Mould into which it 
is caſt. Now as the Mould or Pattern,where- 
by any Veſſel is framed, is prior to the 
Veſſel, and the ſhape or faſhion of the Veſſel, 
is poſterior to the Pattern or Exemplar, ac- 
cording to which it is framed, even ſo the 
new Creature is poſterior to the Form of 
Dodtrine contained in the Holy Scriptures ; 
and this evidently proves, that the Dodtrine 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, being the 
ſame that was extant in the Church of God, 
before it was commirted to writing, hath 
the precedency and priority in point of a 
Rule to the new Creature; io that the Do- 
Atrine, to wit, the doctrinal Word and 
Words of God, given by God and Chriſt to 
the Holy Prophets and Apoſtles, and by 
them to other Men, who by means thereof 
are converted, and inwardly renewed, rege- 
nerated and fanRifed, through the Opera- 
tion of the Holy >pirit, as the principal 
Efficient, is the Rule to the new Creature, 
and 
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and not the new Creature the Rule to the 
Dottrine : Hence it is that the Word of 
God, to wit, the dodtrinal word, or word 
of Dod@trine, is by a Metaphor called Sced 
in Scripture, for of Seed, Plants, Trees and 
Animals are produced. And _ ACCOr- 
ding to Scripture, Faith is wrought by hear- 
ing the Word outwardly preached in God's 
ordinary way, and that Word is the Do- 
Arine of the Chriſtian Religion, given ori- 
ginally by God and Chriſt, to the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, and by them to us, it evident- 
ly follows, that Faith, or the new Crea- 
ture, is not a Rule to the Dodtrine, bur the 
Do@rioe is a Kule to the Faith, and conſe- 
quently the Do@trine is the primary Ryole of 
Faith and Life, but not that Faith and Lite 
is the primary Rule, or any Rule at all to the 
Doctrive, even as in natural Generation the 
Sced is before the Birth and Fruit, fo is the 
Do@rine before the Faith, and before the 
Perſon that is the Believer or Saint, and re- 
generated Perion,, as fach, and before the 
Church, for the Word and Dod@trine doth 
not depend on the Church, nor is builr on 
the Church, bur the Church depends on it, 
and is built thereupon, Eph. 2.20. Jeſws Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief corner flane, and great 
Foundation of both. 
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The Rule of the Chriſtian Faith, muſt bes 
Dottrine which jets before our Minds, 
all the Credenda, or things neceſſary 19 
be believed in certain Propoſitions, con- 
cerning which, the Mind of Man can 


give 4 Judgment, Affirmative or Ne- 


£aIrve. 


Gain, that the Dofrine is the moiſt 
perfeft Rule, being compared with 

the new Creature or work of Sanftification, 
is evident, becauſc ſo far a Man is faid to be 
the more fanCtified and redeemed, the more 
that his Faith , Love, Hope, Humility, Pa- 
tience, Temperance, Juſtice, and other 
Virtues, comes up to a Conformity to the 
precepts of God and Chriſt faithfully de- 
clared to usin the Holy Scriptures. And 
notwithſtanding the high pretentions of 
ſome among the People called Quaters to 
perfeftion, yet I appeal to W. Fs Conſci- 
ence, if he can or dare fay, or think, that 
his Sanity, or Virtues come up to a full 
Conformity to the Holy precepts delivered 
in the Holy Scripture. Is his Faith as great, 
as the Dottrine given us in the Holy Crip: 
ture requires it to be ? Is his Love as p_ 

c 


«> ® > 3 4. 4a 5 ta 


and bi#Brethren, Expoſed. a7 


perfelt and compleat * Is his Mecknefs, Pati- 
ence and Humility, Juſtice, Temperance and 
Piety cqual to the heighth, breadth, depth, 
and length of all God's Commands, even as 
outwardly delivered in the Holy Scriptures; 
| truſt he hath fo much diſcretion as to ſay 
nay ; then let him not exait his Sanity, or 
Work of the New Creature wrought in 
him, above the Sanity of the Holy Do- 
(trine, and precepts of God and Chriſt con- 
tained in the Holy Scripture, making his 
Sanity, or New Creature in him, ſuperior 
or primary Rule to the Doctrine ; but let 
the Doltrine have its due place, to be a 
ſuperior and primary Rule, to his Sanctity, 
or work of the New Creature wrought in 
him ; let his Faith and Love, and other 
Virtues (it he hath them) be Ruled by the 
Dodtrine of the Holy Scriptures, and fab» 
jetted thereunto, but let not the Dodtrine 
be ſubjefted unto his Faith and Virtues, which 
are far inferior to the Purity, Spirituality 
and Holineſs of the Doctrine. Zur if he 
will ay, the New Creature in him, is the 
greateſt, and higheſt, and moſt pertect Rule, 
whereby to ſquare his Faith and Lite, it 
followeth that he is arrived at the higheſt 
pitch of Holineſs, for what can be beyond, 
or above the higheſt and moſt perfe&t Rule 
of Sandtity ? But again, the greateſt Santti- 
ty (that 1s ooflible) of Men, or Angels, 
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fimply confidered, could not have given the 
knowledge of Chriſt's Incarnation, and of 
our Redemption by him, without a divine 
Revelation ; therefore the Sandtity or New 
Creature in the Holieſt of Men, could not 
be to them a Rule of Faith, as touching 
theie Myſteries. If he will fay, there is a 
higher and more perfect Rule of Sandtirty, 
than the New Creature wrought in him, 
let him tell us what it is, if not the Do- 
Atrine delivered in the Holy Scriptures, the 
Laws, Precepts and Commandments deli- 
vered there. If he fay the Light within, 
or Chriſt and the Spirit within, is that high- 
e| and moſt perfet Rule of Sanftiry. To this 
I anſwer, The Spirit, or Light within, ab- 
ſtraftly confidered, cannot be properly a 
Rule ; Ifay abſtratly conhdered from the 
Dodtrines and Frecepts delivered by the 
Spirit, whirther internally, without any 
external Medium, or externally by fome ex- 
ternal Meidurm. Nothing properly can be a 
Rule of Chriſtian Faith, as in reipect of the 
peculiar Do. trines of the Chriſtian Relipion, 
but that Dodrine which fets before our 
Minds, certain propoſitions of Truth, to 
which the Mind can and ought to aſſent from 
ſufhcicnt Motives of Credibility, Which W.P. 
from his own definition of Faith mult al 
low. For hedefines Faith (Page 4-) to be 
an aſſent of the Mircd in foch manner to the 
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diſoveries made of Cod thereto, as to reſign 
up to God, and have dependance on him, 
3s the great Creator and Saviour of his 
People.{ Where Note that he wholly paffeth 
by, Chriſt Conſidered, as God-Man, from 
heing concerned in the objet of Faith, and 
ſo his Faith is no other ,but the Faith of a meer 
Deiſt. JNow ſeeing he definesFaith to be an af- 
ſentof the Mind,to certaindiſcoveries made of 
God thereto, &c. Theſe diſcoveries muſt 
be certain propoſitions ſet before the Mind, 
in fome form of Words menrally conceived 
and apprehended ; for the Nature of the 
Mind, or intellet of Man is fuch, that it 
cannot Jadge what is true or falſe, but as 
the eruth is fer before it} in certain propoſi- 
tions conliſtng of Words, at leaſt inter- 
nally conceived and apprehended for the 
aſſent of the Mind, is a Judgment of the 
Mind formed, whereby it Judgeth this or 
that to be true; and if it be a true Jadgment, 
it muſt have ſome propolition conhiſting 
of words, concerning which it is enabled er 
ther to affirm or deny what is really true ; 
as the Mind cannot aftent to this great truth, 
that Ged it ret « Body, but by a negative 
propokition conſiſting of ſome words, which 
1s 2 negative Joadgment; nor can it aſſent to 
this other propoſition, that God uw 4 Spirit, 
but by an aftrmarive propofition, conhit- 
ing of ſome words, at leaſt Internally con- 
E ceived 
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ceived, ( called by fome Idea's } which 
is an ah mative Judgment ; and therefore 
fo far as Faith is an act of the intellet, 
and an aſſent of the Mind, it muſt 
needs have fome Words, at leaſt inter- 
nally propoicd to it, whereby it is capa* 
ble co give an aflecnt to the Truth of 
what it Judgeth 3 and fecing in matters 
purely of Fanh, the Mind is not capable of 
giving an aſlent to the truth of them, with- 
out ſome ſufticient motives of Credibility, 
as that they arc given of God, who is a God 
of I ruth, and cannot lye nor deceive. From 
theſe Conliderations it 1s evident, that as 
there can be no afent of the Mind or intel- 
let without words, or Idea's, fo there can 
be no Faith without them, and conſequent- 
ly that the Rule of Faith muſt be certain pro» 
poſitions conliſting of words and ſentences, 
loch as God delivered to the Prophets, and 
which are recorded in Scriptures, ſuch are, 
Thatthe Word was wade Fleſh, that 4 Firem 
ſould Concerve and Bare a von, and that 501 
ſhould be the Saviour of the World 1, that by bis 
Death be ſrould reconcile is wnto God ; That 
be ſheuld ife ATTAIN from the Dead, on the I bird 
Day, and aſcend into Heaven 1, and that be 
ſhonld there remain, appearing 1n the preſence of 
Ged for us, eur mighty Advecate and Interceſſor 
wntil be come again, to Judge the Quick and 
the Dead, &c. How can the Mind of Man 

aſſent 
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aflent to theſe great Truths, without words, 
at leaſt Internally conceived ; if he cannor; as 
every intelligent Perſon muſt acknowledge; 
then thoſe very words, 2s they lye in « cer- 
tain ſeries and order of propolitions, are 
the Rule of his Faith. But freeing theſe 
words have no felt-evidence,but the evidence 
of the truth of them depends on the veracity 
of God, the Original Author of them ; the 
next thing to be enquired into is, what is 
whe great and moſt principal matiye of Cre+ 
dibility to move, and effetually periwade 
the Mind, that they are the Words of God ; 
lurcly be who believes that there 1s a God, 
cannot but aſlent to this propolition, that 
whatever God hath faid is true, that all the 
Words of God are Words of rrathy, it hath 
as immediate evidence to him, that has the 
leaſt true knowledge of God, « that the 
whole is greater than the part. | hat then which 
is only requiſite to move the Mind - of Man 
to aſſent to any words delivered to us, 

as the words of God, is to haves fufficient 
motive of Credibility given us, why we 
ſhould believe them to be indeed the words of 
God. That the Prophets and Apoltles 
knew, that all the words they delivered to 
Men, as the: words of God, were intallibly 
the words of (God, is generally granted by 
all that own the Truth of Divine KRevelari- 
5n, the manner of their Conveyance to. their 
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Underſtanding, being with fach a Divine 
Power , Majeſty and Glory , and making 
ſuch a Divine Impreſſion on them, as infalli- 
bly aſſured them; and this many times 
without all Miracles propoſed to their out- 
ward Senics. 


—— —— — 


Section F. 


That whe Faithful have as good Aſſarance 
of the Trath, and Divine Authority 
of the Holy Scriptures, by the ordinary 
Inſpirations of the Spirit, in the #/e 
of the outwarti Means, as the Prophets 

ad by Extraordinary and Prophetical ;; 
The Diſtinitios betwixt them, «x- 
plained. 


HE great Queſtion therefore that re- 
mains now to be confidered and re- 
folved is, W hither the Faithful cannot have, 
and actually have not, as good Aflurance, in 
reſpect of all Fundamentals and Efſentials of 
the Chriſtian Faith at leaſt, that the words 
delivered by the Holy Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles, were the Words of God, as it they 
had received them in the tame way and man” 
ner, as the Prophets and Apoſtles received 
them, which was without any external Me- 
dium, 
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diom,ſach as the Miniſtry of Men and Books, 
whereas the way that we now receive thote 
words, is by ſome external Medium, ro wit, 
the Miniſtry of Men and Books. I ſhall not 
here inſiſt upon rhe external Mortives of Cre- 
dibility, taken cither from fo many Thou- 
ſands of the beſt and wiſcſt of Men, in the 
ſeveral Ages of the World, fince the words 
were commirred ro writing, who have re- 
ceived and embraced them, 10 be what re- 
ally they are, even the Words of the Living 
and I rue God, or fuch as are taken from the 
Words themſelves, as outwardly delivered, 
fuch as the Simplicity, Purity, Majeſty and 
Efficacy of their Doctrine, the Harmony 
of the ſeveral Parts, the tulfilling of the 
many Prophecies contained in then , the 
many other incomparable Excellencies of 
them, the wonderful Effefts they have had 
on many Thouſands and Millions of Mer, in 
being inſtrumental to their Converſion from 
Idolatry and Ungodlinels, to true Picty and 
SanQtiry ; all which are of great weight, to 
convince the Reaſon of Men ; but becauſe all 
this doth amonnt to no more but a rational 
Conviction, and doth not beget a Divine 
Aﬀent or Perſ#afion , Therefore 1 con- 
clude with all Orthodox and Sound Chri- 
Rians, that our full Perſwakon and Afſu- 
rance of the Infallible Truth, and Divine 
Amthority of them, is from the inward 
E 3 Work 
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Work of the Holy Spirit, by his Internal 
and Supernatural Illumination, Inſpiration, 
and Revelation, and ſecret and moſt inward 
Teaching in our Hearts, by ſenſible and per- 
ceptible Impreſſions, Scaling to the Truth 
of them, upon our Hearts and Minds. 

And here | think fit to guard againſt atwo- 
fold Extream, that 1 find too many-run into, 
both greatly and dangerouſly erroneous 5 
the one is af ſome, that grant indeed, that 
the Spirit doth juwardly operate in the 
Souls of Men, and more cipecially en the 
Sauls of the Faithful; but this Operation, 
or Agency and Efficiency of the Spirit, 1 
will have it- only to be effective, and no-wi 
objective ; that is to ſay, no-wile percepti- 
ble, or ſenſible to thc Soul, in which the 
Spirit doth- ſo operate: Hence it is, that 
ſome of them bave coiled this Internal Ope- 
ration 'of the Spirit even in the Faithtul, 
Medium incogetvum afſemtiendi ; the which 
Allcrtion being fo repugnant to the Serip- 
ture 1leſtimonics in many places, that hold 
forth the Spirits internal Operations and 
Virtues to be as lenkble, upon the internal 
and ſpiritual Senics of Souls, in any good 
degree, inwardly quickned and made abve 
to God,as the Operations of outward Light, 
Heat, Cold, or the moſt affeting Objets of 
Sight, Taſte, Smelling and Feeling, arc up- 
on our outward ang bodily Senſes ; and alfo 
being 
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being © contrary to the Experience of 
many Thouſands of true experienced Chri- 
ftians, 1 ſhall not infiſt here any firther'to 
refure it- The other as dangerots 
erroneous Extream is of ſuch, of whom 
W. P. and his Party, as plainly appears by 
what he layeth down in this Treatiſe, and 
oft elſewhere in his Books, who hold, T hat 
the Manner and Kind of the Spirits Internal 
Inſpirations, Revelations, Hlwminations, and 
inward Teachings, is the fame with rhat 
which the Prophets and Apoſtles had ; rhat 
is to ſay, that whatever (they think) they 
have a Divine Knowledge and Faith of ; the 
words, which are necellary to be the Rule 
and Medium, ro the obtaining this Know- 
ledge and Faith, muſt be given them, as 
they were given to the Penmey of the Holy 
Seriptores, to wits withoot the external 
Medium of the Holy Scriptiires, and with- 
out any external Teaching whatſoever ; and 
that therefore their Faith and Knowledge, 
ſo far as it is Divine, hath no dependence 
on the words delivered in the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; but-wharever they know or believe, 
by a Divine Knowledge and Faith, it is 
wholly from words inwardly given them 
from the Spirit, withour all ourward con- 
veyance of Men or Books, Hence it is, that 
W. FP. calls his and his Brethrens Rule of 
Faith' and Life, the eternal Precepts of the 
B 4 5/17 


56 The Deiſm of William Peng, 
Spirit in Mens Conſciencesz; but as for the 
Precepts and Words outwardly delivered in 
Scripture, they are but to him, what Fy- 
thagoras, and other Philolophers quoted by 
him, Page 6. judged of other Writings, to 
wit, liveleſs Precepts: Hence many of his 
Party have prelumed to call them, & Dead 
Letter, Death, and Carnal, Yet Page2s. be 
is fo yicldiag and ſremingly kind to the 
Scriptures, that he grants them to be a 
ſubordinate , ſecondary and declaratory 
Rule, Sach a ſubordinate, ſecondary ana de- 
claratory Kile ( faith he) we never ſaid, ſeveral 
parts of Scripture were nut. Here obſerve for 
all his profeſſed kindnels to the Scriptures, 
he will not allow all the parts of Scripture, 
but only ſome parts of it, to be ſo much as 
a ſubordinate, ſecondary and declaratory 
Rule: though even the Ceremonial Precepts, 
he has as great reaſon to believe them to be 
the Words of God, and conſequently 2 
Rule of Faith , though not of Prattiſe (as 
touching the external 1 ypes) as truly as any 
other parts of Scripture. Bur ſeeing every 
ſubordinate and ſecondary Rule, pre-ſup- 
poleth a primary Rule, which hath no de- 
pendence on the Secondary ; though the Se- 
gondary 15 wholly from the Primary, as the 
Tranſcript is wholly from the Otieinal , 
bur the Original is intirely compleat and 
perfeft without the Copy or Traaicript ; 
It 


and his Brethren, Expoſed. <7 


it is evident that according to him, he hath 
all what he thinketh to be a Divine Knows 
ledge and Faith, wholly from his primary 
Rule, and nothing from the Scriprures , 
which be calls the Secondary, for the Ex- 
cellency of the primary Rule is, that it teach- 
eth all that is ro be Gvinely known or be- 
lieved, withour-the-need or help of any (c- 
condary Rule, otherwiſe it ſhould not be 
primary, nor ſhould the Scriptures in that 
caſe be a ſabordinate Rule but co-ordinate , 
and -of equal Dignity , Neceſlity and Uſe 
with what he calls the Primary ; for whart- 
ever is a primary, toll, adequate and perfect 
Rule, fuch as he will bave only the Light 
within, or by whatever other Name he de- 
ſigns ir, it muſt propot to him all the Cre- 
denas and Agenda, 1. &- all chings he ought 
to believe and praftiſe, without any other 
Rule whatſoever : And yet in Contradiftion 
to his own Dodtrine he grants, PÞ- 25. The 
by and through the Scripture, as ſome Inſtr 
ment, thu great and anverſal Kale (which he 
will have to be, the living, ſpiritual, imme- 
diate, omnipreſent, diſcovering, ordering 
Spirit of God ) may convey its direttions. Judge 
Reader, if this be not a Contradiction to his 
former DoCcrine, and a great Impertinency, 
ſurely as he who hath the Original, has no 
need of the Copy, nor great uſe of it for 
himſclt; fo it W. P. have ſuch a perfeft com- 
pleat 
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pleat primary Rule that teacheth him, with- 
out Scripture, all what he ought to know, 
believe or practiſe, 1 cannot underſtand of 
what great uſe the Scripture can be unto 
him, or asgteaſt it is of no neceſſity to hims 
this primary Kule hath taught him all be- 
tore-hand, otherwiſe it is not primary. If 
it be objected, That the Prophets and Apo» 
ſtles had the Spirits inward Teachings, to 
be their primary Role, in what they deli- 
vered as Prophets and Apoltles, and yet they 
made uſe of the Scriprures, fuch as were 
penned before them | | anſwer, Becauſe net 
ther the Prophets. nor Apoſtles were tanghe 
in all things, that they believed and pra- 
Aiſed, by _—_ inward Teachings, 2s 
the primary Kule ; but only; in what they 
ſpoke or writ as Prophets and Apoſtles, in 
other things which they had nor by Pros 
phetical Inſpiration ; the Scripture, . what 
was then extant of it, was the primary Rule 
to them, as well as to others of the Faithful, 
who were neither Prophets nor Apoſtles. 
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Section 9. 


That the Doitrine of the Holy Scriptare 
is the Rule of Faith, which Faith, the 
Spirit of God, being the promeipal Eff 
cremt, begets and works in the Faithful, 
by the Doctrine, which is the Inſftre- 
ment the Spirit. That it brings 
C ful on,and derogates fromthe Spirit, 
to make the Sper it the Rule. 


Arg. 6. Nother of W. F's great Argu- 
ments + to prove, that the 
Scripture 15 not rhe Rule of Faith, p. 13- is, 
How ſhall { be aſſured ( faith he) that theſe 
Seriptures Came from God. Bf with the Spirit 
that gave thems forth, which ſearchetb the deep 
things of God, (a meaſure of which # given to 
me ts profit withal) then it 14 moſt congrucns, to 
call the Spirit, by wey of Excellency, and not the 
S crigtares, the Kale. 
| anſwer, denying his Conſequence, It is 
indeed allowed , that it is congroous, for 
that cauſe, to call the Spirit the principal 
ellicient and moviog Cauſe, togerher with 
Chriſt, and God the Father ; but moſt in- 
congruous, falſe and pernicious, to make 
him to be the Rule ; whics fo far from 
giviag the duc Hogour and Excellency to rhe 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, ſo todo, that it derogates from his 
Honour and Excellency ; for it confounds the 
efficient Cauſe with the Inſtrument, and is 
as abſ-rd as to ſay, the Square, or Carpen- 
ter's Rule, that the Carpenter works with, 
that is but of Wood, is the Carpenter him- 
ſelf, which is extreamly falſe ; ic is no dero- 
gation from the Spirit, to ſay, that he uſeth 
the Rule or Inſtrument of his own preparing, 
whereby to frame and faſhion us, according 
ro his good pleaſure, as the Carpeater uſeth 
his Square or Rule, to frame his pieces of 
Wood to put into a Building. And for the 
better clearing of the marrer, a little fur- 
ther, when all Orthodox Chriſtian Writers 
ſay, that we are aſſured, that the Scriptures 
came from God, with, or by the Spirit that 
gave them forth ; -they mean not, that the 
Spirits inward Teſtimony or Witnels to the 
Divine Authority of the Scriptures, is any 
new or repeated Teſtimony of the Words 
and Dodtrines of the Scripture, which is 
not neceſſary, but only by way of purting a 
Seal on a Deed or Bond, together with the 
Hand or Subſcription of him that gives the 
Decd or Bond ; which Hand and Seal con- 
firms the Truthof the Bond ; yer it doth not 
tell what the Contents of the Deed or Bond 
is, nor is it neceſlary it ſhould, the Deed or 
Bond ir ſelf rells the Contents of it- And 
to uſe the Schools Diſtinition a little in the 

calc, 
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caſe, The Dodtrines and Words contained 
in the Holy Scriptures, are the material ob- 
jet? of Faith, to wit, quod Creditar, 1 &. what 
is believed ; bat the Spirits inward Teſti- 
mony, Seal or Impulſe, and Motion, which 
carrieth in it a peculiar Evidence, that none 
knoweth, but he who hath it, is the formal 
Objett of Faith, to wit, propter qued Creditar, 
that inward Motion and Influence, lmpreſlr 
on and Influence of the Spirir, that ſenfibly 
and perceptibly moveth the Faithful to be- 
lieve the 1 ruth of the Scriptores, as being 
the Words of God. 

Nor is this Controverſie, about the Rule 
of Faith and Life, a Logomachy, or ſtrife of 
words, as ſome may ignorantly ſuppoſe, but 
a moſt material Caſe, and of moſt dangerous 
Conſequence, to exclude the Scriptures , 
which are the great and bleſſed Means that 
God has appointed us, for begetting true 
Faith, Knowledge and Obedience in us, 
through the mighty Operation of the Spirir 
of God. Burt it what the Spirit of God 
hath appointed us to be the Means and In- 
ſtrument of our Knowledge, and Faith, and 
Praftiſe, and the Rule whereby to diſcern 
Truth from Error, Right from Wrong , 
with the Spirits internal Illumination, we 
prove negleful of it, to wit, of the Holy 
Scriptures, in the frequent uſe of them, by 
Reading, Hearing, Meditation and Prayer, 


we 
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we provoke the Holy Spirit to depart from 
us, and to leave us to our vain imaging- 
tions, and Satan's ſuggeſtions and deluſt 
ons, to be received by us as Divine Reve 
lations, and Inſpirations, as bath hap- 
pened to many, to their un{peakable hure. 
Again, as the Spirit, vor yet his Internal 
Inſpiration, or Hlumination, and Revelatt- 
on, is not the Rule of Faith, but the pria- 
cipal efficient of it, and his Internal Ilnſpi- 
ration, Illumination and Revelation, is the 
Objettive Medium, moving the Mind to af 
ſent to the truth of the Dorines contain» 
ed in the Holy Scriptures, but not the Kale 
of Faith, nor the Adaterial obyelt of it, © 
nor is the Spirits Internal Nlumination, In- 
ſpiration and Revelation, the Kule of /nter- 
pretation of Scripture, but that which en- 
lightens the underſtanding, and opens the 
Spiritual Eyes of the Mind to underſtand 
the Scripture, or ſo much of it at leaſt as 
contain the fundamental DoCttrines of Chri- 
ſtianity, and beget a Saving, Santifying 
and Savonry knowledge of them, without 
any other Rnle than the Scripture it ſelf ; for 
as_When our Eyes are opened, and receive 
outward Light, to fee an object, we need no 
new objeft, whereby to fee the Objet pro- 
poſed, but thit our fight be ſtreogthned, 
and enlightned ; fo in receiving 8 Spiritual 
Underſtanding of Scripture treths, we need 
no 
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no other Rule, cither oatward' 6r"fitward, 
bur the Scripture it felf ; only we wed the 
Spirits inward INumination, Infpirarion, and 
Revelation, to aſliſt and help vs to a Saving 
Underſtanding of them, by way of an ob- 
jeive Medium. 
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His ſeventh Argument, againſt the Scrip- 
ture being the Rule of Faith ; from his 
arguing, That they are obſcure, and 
have not the Method of a Rule, An- 
[wered, 


Page 10. Nother Reaſon he gives, which 
Arg. 7. Z he calls his Third Reaſon, 
is, From the obſcurity of them that they 
are not plain but to the Spiritual Man, they 
ſeem not in their can Nature and frame, 
ts have been compiled and deliver 'd as the 
reneral Rule, and intire Body of Farth, bat 
rather Written upon particular «ccaſrons and 
emergencies the Dottrines ave ſcattered throng b- 
at the Scriptures , inſoruch that theſe So- 
cieties who bave gruen forth verbal Confeſſion! 
of their Faith, bave been neceſſitated to toi; 
them to and fro, [rarch bere, and ſrare® there, to 
lay 
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lay down this or the other Principle. Beſidet 
here they ares Proper, there Meraphorical ; in 
one place lizerally, in another Myſtically ts be 
accepted, And after diverſe other words of 
Complaint, againſt their being the Rule, he 
concludes, / bas Peter ſaid of Paul's Writings, 
that in many things they were hard ts be wnder- 
ſtood, therefore net ſoc a Rive which ong bt to be 
Plain, Proper and Intelligible. 

Anſw. Keader : What think'ſt thou of 
this fort of Language, in derogation from 
the Holy Scriptures? What if 1 ſhould fay 
of W. P's, and all his Frethrens Writings, 
what he here faith of the Scriptures, That 
they are 1 either Plain, Preper, nor Intelligs- 
ble, would he not acconnt that fayings a de- 
rogation from them ? If this be not to pre- 
fer the Friends Writings to the Scriptures 
in theſe Mens eſteem, let the impartial 
Judge, moſt of which have the advantage 
above the Scriptures, by his arguing, The 
Scriptures were Writ upon particular occa- 
ſions, but ſome of their Fooks at leaſt deſign» 
edly Writ, in the Scriptures, the Dottrines 
are (catrered here and there, but in W. Fs 
and G. W's Books, the Doftrines and Prin- 
ciples are in excellent Order, and lye toge- 
ther. F.uwi's Writings in many things are 
hard to be underſtood, and behde they were 
orizinally Writ in Greet, which many un-+ 
derſtand not, and we have not the Auto 
grapha 
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grapha, bat Copics,and of theic great varic* 
ty and diftcrence, as he arguerth againſt the 
certainty of the Scriptares, upon the foun- 
dation. of all others that are not one with 
themin making the Spirit the Rule of Faith. 
P. 23- Gat we have the Autographa, or 
at leaſt the firſt Prinred Conics of G. W, and 
W. P. without aiy variation, or difterence 
in matter ; and winch 154 great advantages 
their Writings are the {Oiftares of the Holy 
Ghoſt, originaliv in Engliſh ; whereas we 
have nothing of the Scriptures originally in 
Englith, but the whole s a Tranflation very 
imperfect, and differing from other T ranſla* 
tions both of Engliſh and other Languages, 
and which is beſt, the unlearned know not 
at all, and even the learned many times are 
not certain; all which give the advantage 
by very far, to the Writings of the Friends 
above the Scriptures, upon the ſrppoltion, 
that they are the inmediate DiQates of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as theſe Men do not ſuppoſe, 
bur poſitively aftirm many of them to be ; 
eſpecially fuch as they ſay, are given forth 
from the Spiri: of Iruth. Jur fuppoſe 
Iiv2zrs pircs of tn: Scriprare were writ 
upon particular occalions, and emergencies, 
as to Men, yet many other rarts were writ 
delignedly and inteationally for general in- 
ſtruttion toall the, faithful ; and rhefe fo 
writ, contain all the cflenotials and funda- 
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mentals of Chriſtian Faith and Prattice, and 
even thele writ upon particular occaſions 
and emcrgencies ſeemingly to Men acciden- 
cal or occalional ; yet with relpect to God, 
were deligned by him for a general pood, 
without whole wiſe and all-ruling provi 
vidence nothing can happen. What ſeemed 
more occahonal than Teſeph's being fold into 
Egype ! yet God Almighty had a glorious 
dchgn in it, thongh he was neither rhe Au- 
thor nor Approver of their Envy who fold 
him- Zut 15 it any prejudice againſt the 
Scriptures being the Rale,that they muſt te 
ſearched, ro hrvd out the Dodtrines contain- 
ed in them : Or that ſome places are hard ro 
be underſtood, though all the fundamental 
Dottrines neceſlary to Salvation, are ſuftici 
ently plain, to all the Faithful who are Spi- 
ritually enlightned ro underſtand them. 
Do not the like Objections as mach, and ra- 
ther much more,lyc againſt rheLight within 
all Men, being the Kule of Faith and Lite ? 
For excepting the common Principles of Mor 
ral Juſtice and Temperance, all other 
things relating cither ro Faith or Life, 
with reſpect ro the peculiar DoCctrines and 
Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion, are not 
to be fonnd at all, m the Light within every 
Man, abſtractly and by it felt conſidered. 
Otherwiſe if W. P. think's they are, let him 
tell me, what one peculiar Doctrine of 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Religion, or peculiar Precept of 
it, diſtint trom Deilm, or Gentile Religt- 
on, has the Light within him tavght him ? 
lf he fay, to believe that there 1s one great 
God Almighty, that Commands him to 
be Honeſt, Juſt and Temperdte ; 1 fay, theſe 
are not peculiar Dodtrines and Precepts of 
Chriſtianity, but common to it with Deiſm. 
And if he hath no other Principles or Pre- 
cepts taught him by the Light within, 
but what crecry Deiſt, Mahometan or Jew, 
who are Encmies to the Chriſtian Faith 
have, then let him ſpeak ont yet more plain- 
ly, though I think he has fpoke very plain 
already : If the Light within him, has 
tavght him any other Principles or Prece! 5, 
than what Deiſts, Jews and Mahometans 
have, let him tell us, that he may convince 
as, that the Light within every Man is the 
Role of Faith, and not the Scriptures with- 
out;but let him not only cell us ſo,bur give us 
lome eftettnal Reaſon, to convince any rati- 
nal Man, that the Light within him only has 
taught him that peculiar Principle and Pre- 
cept of Chriſtian Religion, without the 
Scriptures being fo much as Inftrumenrtal in 
his being fo taught : For all Orthodox Chri- 
ſtians, by affirming the Scriptures to be 
the Rule, they give no more to the Scrip- 
teres but to be the Inſtroment of the Spirit, 
10 giving all Saving «nowledgze and Faith of 
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Divine T ruth, and it he allow them in God's 
ordinary way, to be the Inſtrument of the 
Spirit, in giving him, and us all, the Know- 
ledge of Chriſtian Dotqtrines and Myſteries 
peculiar to the Chriſtian Religion, he has 
all this time been hghting with his own Sha- 
dow ; for if fo, he agrees with them all, 
from whom he fecks fo much to differ, and 
writ againſt, That the Spirit of God can re- 
veal in every Man, all neceſlary Truth, is 
granted by all Chriſtians ; but the Qrceſtion 
1s not, what he can don, but what he doth, 
in God s ordinary way of wo King 


His eighth Argament anſwered, T bat the 
Seriptares cannot grove Faith, therefore 
the) are WOT the Rat of Faith. Ana 
his ninth and temth Arguments ant 
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Parc 11 IS tourth A mert,as he num- 
Arp. 5 bers them, againſt the Scrip» 


Turcs Ut ug the Kulce- is, 
fare Carne Five © ail ”, {vere fi ca not be the 
Kale of Fants« 

Anj. T he Contequence 13 denied, and be 
gives no ofter of proct tor it; lus Argument 
13 
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is as weak, as to argve, a Carpenter's Rule 


or 5Juare cannot build a toute, thereiore 
it cannot be a Rule or Inftrament tor him to 
work by in bwildines a Houfe I his his way 
of argu1ns, deſtroyerh all uſe or {krvice of 


Inftroments and fecrondary Cavutes ; the like 
Failore hath his arguing againſt the Scrip- 
tares being the Rule of Prattiſe, Arg. 9. 
Becauſe it Canna 4 Finer of of ef 1 al 
(aſet, what rot 10 Be pra f' td, and Vihar not 
Well; but what :tf it cannot of it iclf, a5 
the Carpenter's Rryle cannot of it felt mea- 
jure one piece of Wood more than another, 
withour vhe hand of him that nieth It ; doth 
it therefore follow, that the Kale cannor do 
it, when applied by the Hand of the Man 
himielt 7 

Page 12. The ( faith he ) wa the Caſe of 
Chrift”s Difſeibler. who bad mo Particular Kule 
wt the Od Feftament, for the abotlt Fans "Y j- "ne 
part of the Old I if grant Keleroon , on the conn 
ary irony mr mt nave preaare for the Perpernity 
" If, F #+ 17 once. 9.1 4Us C:remme r/ion AS 
4 Ion for ever. 

Anſw. By his favour he is miſtaken, in 
aying they had no fuch pirticolar Role, for 
the aboliſhing (he ſhould rather have faid, 
expiring of } {OMe parts of the Old I efta-* 
ment Religion: Let him read Yer. 3. 16, and 
$1. 31,32. compared with Heb 3.5 and he 
MI y hnd the contrai s INC word [or ever 
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in the place mentioned by him, in relation 
to Circumcificn, and other Jewiſh 1 yres, 
liguihed not is tbe end of the World, far Icts 
endleſry, but for a cartarin hmited time, 2s 
the Jews themiclves contels at times it fo 
hg nth. i; YER,ANG LJome of The moſt wdicious 
of them have conficiicds TNCY WCTC TO CCAartc 
before the cud of the World 

Jo his rcath Argement he but too much 
FEGTITNES I Deift Breabrengand F7 f ane Arberft i 
by his bri KLINE TACT nd other Popilh 
Arguments, againſt the Scriptures being the 
Kule, Favre 13. 1 that they are Wet ants Ort 
final, becaltſe that # net extant , nor in the Copies, 
becaiule there ave T thirty and abvve tin number, 
and it i andeermined, and for enpit we jre 
( faith he ) {ter mun abic ind the varimy 
of Readings among theſe Copits, amunns to ſeveral 
Thouſand: PT if the ( oper; Cann, how £4" 
the | ra (iutrons { IGIEH} BYE be the Kale And 
ſo goceth on , dilputing againſt the I ranſla- 
tiors being the Rulc. And then argueth 
againſt their being the Rule, from diverſe of 
the Bi ' Scriptare brong rejetted by Jeme , 
and recerved by ctvers;, all which Plcas both 
ft Deifts and Papilſts, have been abundantly 
anſwered by Proreſtant Writers ; fce Dr. 


- n | j 
T7 ST” $ FOOK, C2 ed, [ be Kiile of tf ith, in 


aniwcr to 7 | Fapiſt, whole Arguments 
azainſt the Scriptures beiog the Rule «f 
Faith, arc fo much of the lame lort with 
theſe 
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theſe here of WW. PF. as if he hid taken them 
from him. And the mwward 7 eſfrmony of the 
Spirit ſaſſicremty a[jerted to the Ir th and 
Divine Authority of the Holy Scriptures, 
without takinyg away trom them their duc 
Honour, Uſe and Service, of their beirg the 
Rule of Faith and Lite, 10 ail things necel 
fary to Salvation 3; which yet WW. F. labours 
to rob them of, under 2 DIETEnce of Exarei 

the Spirit, ' but really is a degraditg and dil 
honouring both, as 1s above proved ; belide 
the great Miichict it cauſcth, in caſting all 
People , who bc |:eve W.1 ang hy Part' 
look from che Scriptures , that Satan ma; 
have the more advanrare over them to de- 
celve them, as he hath wotuv ly Cone; for if 
the whole Scriptore,and every part of rhem 
be not to them the Kule of raith, they may 
chuſe what to believe, and what not to | 

lieve; and to believe no more than whar t 

Spirit within ( which as it may be, a ſte 
1s not the Spirit of God) reacherh them ro 
believe ; for they may hence inter, fince ri 

Spirit, that is the primary Role, reacherh 
them not to believe any ci Lofty CS, Or 
Precepts, it is but Spurious ard Arocryphal 
ind no part of the Secondary Rule, as fome- 
times they are picatcd to call it; thongh the 
diſtintion of primary and fecondary Role 
will not be found in their firſt Authors, for 
then the Spirit was the only Role, and the 
F , only 


—— ACA. Ale 


1 he Deiſm of W illam Penn, 


IT | » 
only Means, and the Scriptures were Carnal, 
| ter, and hiieiels Prece pts, as 
WFP. kemeth to call them, clit why doth 
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he quote Fils, a Fytragor4, and others, 


SCCLION 1 
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Fin Cievemtrh, Iwel/ih and thirteenth Ars 


Arg 11.4 Yy 15 cighth Argument is, I hat 
f4)4 VICE dT aire it the Kale of 
A? SS © - 


Fi tf, UiCAUTE ety CHntict be the Kale 
in their 174 ef F, Pa CE 230  appefins? fore 
FLIS 0 PIC] WEE Fa4 f. if Cara te for Kale 
f (OE PYrEatern Fart? 1 Mann Indeed 
[ L410 {s Hete Cit Lear ned ct ;, Which ner* 


Ti FC EFETE FIGAI/E FE ATINE Fa i #4 Time, 
m " 4 ' " # , 4 . 
$0 ; 4 " och af «*FoTfr] 'F | 44 Man- 


7 £ lor 4 Aide of © 41th and Lo'e 


An. \V byy L | their 1 ranflations, by 
4 NCD Ot TE IMITITY, © CERVVC declarcd f 
It may be 1 DOG, 1 173, 0 $ Learning 15 
nat CIT, 1! ECG or the 1 rantla* 
tion, as Wei COMIN It 15 WEE Kknowns 
that the Tracflations and ail rhe various 
(,014c> and Kc > + TMiakdi LL TIC Icalt 
Attcraticon In any of Gaments: or 


| Ic C1 | Do LIFLINCY UL WT LEGIT o \Ta25 
Icarcely 
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ſcarcely in any { much material } what» 
IGCYCT 

\rg. 12. His nioth Argument 1s, from 
thotk voluminous Difcourtes of Caics of Ton- 
{ jence that arc extant among us: For ( laith 
hc) nad fie Criprares pren as SU4/Nirriant | Note 
here his fling at their 5 MiCICnNcCY | & the NN a* 
{ane of tie Ault of F aith and Liſe r(quar ati, tree 


bad Bren tio need of latch I rats. 


Anſs. This Argament equally fighteth 
, 


againſt the | ght within being the Kule of 


Faith and Lite, for if it a{tually doth all 
that the Nature of a Kule of Faith and Life 
requireth, then pray, W hat necd had there 
been of fo many Tracts of the Quakers 
W .cings about Dotrines and Principles, 
2s well as Catlcs of Conicience, which have 
amonnred to a procigious Nnmber within 
theſe Fitry Years, ſeeing all Mcn have the 
ſame Light within them, to be the ſame 
Rule 10 all: Is not that ivflicicre without 
any of theic 1] racts? It FF. F. fav it 1s be. 
caulk the Authority of the Light withia Is 
much gain-laid amorpg Xen, and the Dictates 
of it gricyonſly perverred and made corntra- 
IiAory : If Goth i rites, CVEN amcne the 


Quakers themfelves, may be belicve 7,GF and 
ns Party, WACN ZIIVC, 5 ' LOW 3 # of" und 
G. Ws Farty, wudging that which 7oabs Srory 


nd hy Party belicved to th TIK LNCk l O1 
the Light within , «© 
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Falſe Spirit, aud they judging the like of 


them. Therctore Books and 1ratts have 
been n.ultiplicd among themiclves. And as 
good and much better reaton can be given, 
why fo many truly pious and edifying 1 rats 
have been written by many Godly Men, to 
vindicate both the Suthciency of the $pirir, 
and true Light within, in all the Faithful ; 
and allo the Sufficiency of the Scriptures 
without ; this as the Rule, and that as the 
principal Teacher , Agzut, and Etfhcient , 
working with and by the Rule, and yet none 
of the two, how much ever lufhcicenat cx- 
cluding the Lord Jeſus Cariſt God-Man with 
out us, from being our All tufthcieart Saviour, 
cach bcing ſufficient in their own order and 
manncr of ating. As concerning fuch Gen- 
tiles, to whom the ofter of Faith has not 
been made, neither by Mcn nor Writings, 
none lay, that the Scriptures are a Rale to 
them ; bur as they have no ourward Rule of 
Chriſtian Faith, fo nor doth it appear, that 
they have rhe Chriſtien Faith ic felt; If any 
have it, they have it not by the common 
Il mmnation , bat by fome miraculous and 
extraordinary manner, unknown to us. And 
how God difnotcth of the more 50her and 
Virtnous among them, goth not at all reach 
TNC | rOCIent CTOnrove , which 1s nor, & h1- 
ther the Scripture be the Rulc to all Man 

kind, that ever lived, or now live, but whi- 
$14 
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ther it be the Rule of Faith and Life,to them 
who have them, or may have them, by lome 
polliyle means 

Page 16, Arg 13. Whereas he faith, Deth 
of war nz Lat "Waſte dd Frattile Bros wi 
(viz. the Scriptures } injaffictency ts that tid, 
"774 _.1iF5T i327 ana ro 17 /COCrer 
's ſees the AMilad of the Lord ttt tet of that ti 
port ant Aff air 5 Why do nit you twrn ts C haptty 
and F erle lor | atuif action, if rhe OCT IPLATE be ap- 
pear ed of God lor the Gener al Sale. 

Anſ. This Argument hath allo as great 
force, or rather much greater, againſt rhe 
Light within being the General Rule 3, for 
do none of the Friends both exhort to, and 
vo in fecret to fcek the Mird of the Lord, 
in this or that important Aﬀair * Why do 
they not turn to the Light within to be 
forthwith without all Praycr, or waiting, 
informed and fatisfhcd ? If they do not, yea, 
if W. PF. donot, both he and they arc wo- 
tully deceived , by negleCting Prayer, and 
waitinz on fx06G, To TECchEIVE OGTISTACTION In 
this or thut important Altair; but it they 
hnd their need both for Preyer, and waiting 


for dcireftion, then Ict him aniwer his own 


Argument, and e duc Application But 
oO RIVeR! JTIVC a7 CO rect #4 Wer, 11 1t te 
either a marrer Gt 1 rincor Freceptiti 

any Chriff ian wants due Inftruft nd LI 
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and warch the Scriprares, and Mcditate , 
lad wait for God's tnward Illumination and 
nipiration, to give them a right Under- 
fanding, and they may cxredt it will bc 
given them, if they hncerely feek it, and vic 
all duc Endcavours and Means to attain ir, 
one of Which 1s, to contult and ufe the Ad- 
vice of others, whom they have cauſe to 
jmdge, Spiritually, more enlightned than 
themiclives If it be 1n Cafes that are net- 
ther matter of Doctrine, nor Precepr, but 
where the matter is by it felt indifferent , 
and neither <mply commandedt nor forbid- 
den, as many fuch Caics there are, they may 
and ought to pray and wait for direction, 
and it may pleaſtc L009 to give It to them, 
by fome ſecret Motion, Impulſe or Impreſſion 
of his Holy Spirit, which may foth ently 
jativhe them, withour making that impreth}- 
on, Motion or Impulſe, the Rule of either 
FE .iith or Obedience, tceing the Marrer is net- 
TNRCT 3 Martcr of Dottrine nor Precepr , 
wWhercen CIthher Fatt rx (Whedience., as touch 

ws that rarticular 1s concerned, but a Mo 

tion or Impilke hmply from God, upon the 


| 
Will, cannot be properly called s Ro10e, be 
crank, AS 15 we laid, a Rule , properly 
jncakinfgy Si of Words and Propot:- 
tions, cither outwarcgly cxpreſied , or in- 
wardly conceived, ro wh h the Intellect 
cithcr alcats or Cicn! And it any truc 
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hriſtian finds fuch g motion, or impulie 
on his YVill, it after cxamimation he find 
that it doth not incline him, to any thing 
either contradictory to Scriptme, or 
true Reaton, he is in no great danyerto 
yield to it; and it he do not yield to it, upon 
wit lulpicion or frar, that it 1s not of God, 
It Will not be charged to be a Sin upon him 3 
for nothing is Sin, but a Traniſgreſhion of 
(rod v LAW, 

Page 19. The Law atward (laith he) & 
4 Kitle was but ai Moſes, 1:4 the Son Came, the 
Servan dhidits mit mn the Hoale or ever, the 
Wruten Law beld its place, but Hill toe cnward 
Ks IT more CG lary 4a”"4 Brieh ner, & rarer, 
tl People became more Capatie of being turned ts 
WW, and irony wits and 1 I, 

Anſw. Had not Mankind generally the 
Li ';he within them, under Aojes ? How 
comes it then, that it was not the Rule to 
them, and did not difmits the written Law * 
Burt if there ke no written nor ovtward 
Law given by Chriſt under the Goſpel, 
then all that he tanzht outwardly, and for 
which be lent his Spirit vpon the Apoltles, 
to bring it all to their Remembrance, ard 
to move them to commr it to Writing, 
Yea, the whole New 1lcftament Writings 
moſt be diſmilled, and turned out of the 
Church, the Horſe of God, as was [hrmaccl 
and his Mother out of Abrabars Houle, bc- 
Ca'de 


_ 


Aa— 


_— 


75 The Deiſm of William Venn, 


cauſe by his moſt falſe Arguing, the writ * 
ten Law given by Chriſt, and the Holy- 
Ghoſt, under the New Teſtament, is as 
moch the Servant, zs the Old Covenant was. 
O the Vanity and Folly of this manner of 
Arguing, which wholly makes void Chriſt's 
Prophet al and Kingly Oth C, as he was 
outwardl; fert in the Fleſh, by the Father, 
to give a more full and clear diſcovery of 
the way of Salvation, as the great Prophet, 
and to give torth his Royal Laws, to the 
Church under the New Icſtament, as King 
and Head thereot ' 

But he further enlaryeth upon this Ar- 
pament, P. 17. telling ns, { bere are 4 Thaw 
Jand 4 alts, i War? 2s Scripture Canme be 
er Plat and diffunit Kale and Gindei And 
he adds on the M gent, | here i not lard down 
in Scripture, any general Knle, bow to anſwer 
belore Mariſtrates, and to alt in treme? of 
Saff erine 1. 

To which 1 anſwer, Firſt he doth not 
well to confound Rule and Guide ; it is 
rranted the Spirit of God is the Guide, 
Teacher and Leader of the Faithful ; but 
it doth not therefore foliow, that the Holy 
Scriptures, 5. e- the many excellent Inſtrutti 
ons, Fre: epts and Examples given us there- 
in, for tbe Government of our Lite jn all 
Eſtates, arc not the Role which the Holy 
Spirit uſcth as his Iaſtrument, to Guide ns, 
in 


| 
| 
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in all parts of our Duty. But he might have 
told os fome of thoſe Thouſand Catcs, in 
which the Scriptore cannot be onr plain and 
diſtinct Rule, whereby to know cither our 
Duty to pertorm it, or what 1s prohibited, 
that we may avoid it, though we have the 
inward aſſiſtance of God's Spirit to enlighten 

our Minds ; and fer before them,on all necet- 
lary occaſlions and emergencies, fuch Scrip» 
tare Precepts and Prohibitions, as furt with 
the preſent occaltons. But it the cafes be of 
things in themſelves ſimply indifferent, 5. e. 
neither commanded nor torbidden, either 
by any Precepts of God,or Juſt Preceprs and 
Laws of our Soperiors, we are lefr to our 
Choice, according asour rational Facultics, 
and Chriſtian Prudence, ſhall direct ns, 2 
due regard over all being had, to the Glory 
of God ; and that whatever we do, be done 
in the Spirit of trac Love and Charity;which 
are general Rules plainly given us in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures ; the particular application of 
which in all particviar Cates, w hit! er In re» 
lation to Superiors, Inferiors or Equals, the 
Holy Spirit by his ſpecial Illom ations in 

oor Hearts will reach us, as we faithfully 
pray and wait for them, without the need 
of any other general or particular Rules, 
than what already are given us in the Holy 
Scriptures. t| hereforcin oppolition ro this 
extravagant and raſh Afﬀertion of W, 7, that 
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thercarc a 1 houſand Cafes, in which the 
Scripture cannot be our plain ard Giſtintt 
Rule ; 1 aftirm, that there is not one Caſe, 
reſpeting our Duty either towards God, 
our fclives or our Neighbours, but plam 
Inſtructions, and Precepts are given us in 
the Holy Scriptures concerning the fame ; 
but we ſtill need the Grace and Guidance 
of God's Holy 5>pirit, to give us the Spart- 
tual diſcovery of them, and to enable us 
rightly to practiſe them. Surely David had 
a tar better and greater eſteem of God's 
Laws, Precepts and 1leftimonies, even as 
outwardly delivered by Afeſer, and allo by 
himfelt, than !V. F. hath ; concerning which 
he faid P/al. 119. 24. Thy T7 eftimentes alſo 
are my delight and my Counſellors, Though 
David was a Prophet, yet, as King over 
the People of /ſrael, he was commanded of 
God, to write him a Copy of the Law of 
God, in a Book, which was to be with him, 
and he was to Read tlierein all the days of 
his Life, that he might learn to fear the 
Lord his God, to keep all the words of that 
Law,and theſe Statutcs to do them,Ce Dear. 
19.+8, 19, 20. And yet David was highly 
illuminated and inſpired, far above W. P. 
or any of his Ercethren, but the wrizten 
Law, was to be the Rule of his Aftions as 
well as of other Men. Nor could David 
have excuſed himſelt from taking the writ- 
ren 
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ten Law, to be the Rule of his Life, be- 
cauſe hc had it in his Heart 3 and if it could 
he no ex.ule to David, nor can it be to any 
Chriſtian now, { Kiog or Subject; ] that be- 
caoſe they have the Law writ in their 
Hearts, and the Spirit put in their inward 
narts, according to LoCs promitc in the 
New Covenant, that theretore the Laws of 
God, both of the Old and New Teſtament, 
that arc of a Moral concern, even as out- 
wardly delivercd do not bind them, Which 
is in very deed to take away the Authority 
of the Holy $% riptures, and make void the 
Prophetical and Kingly Otce of Chriſt, 
yea and the Othce of the Holy Spirit alſo, 
who inſpired the Holy Pen-men to commit 
them to Writing. And it 1s no lIcks extre- 
vagant and raſh in W.P. to allert, that 
there is not laid down in Scriprore any gs 
neral Rule how toanſwer before Magiſtrates, 
and toatt in times of Sufferings; for though 
ao particular words are given us, limiting 
and determining vs what to fay, yet the ze- 
neral matrer of our Duty is plainly laid 
down in S ripture, what and how to an 
{wer before Magiſtrates,as that of Peer and 
Tobnn, Alt; &. 19. How that it 1s better to 
obey God than Men, and that of the three 
Chilaren to King Nebuchadneczter, Daw. 
$4.17, 18. And how toatin Times of Suf- 
ſeringy we have both excellent command? 
fs and 
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and examples in Scripture, as Afar. 10. 28. 
1 Pet. 2.20. 1 Pet. 4.16. Lahe21. 34 Att 
7. $9, 60. Bur ſeeing he doth fo per-mpto- 
rily require a general Rule, to ſuit all 
Caſes, as well as all Perſons of Mankind, 
otherwiſe ir could not be pereral, which 
yet he will have it to be, what tholeditates 
or Revclations of the Light in every Con- 
ſcience are of Jews, Mabometans and Chrifti- 
ms, that can give luch plain directions, to 
all Perſons in all Cates, which the Scripture 
cannot pive, 1 defire him to tell at leaſt 
ſome of them, If hedoth nor, it 15 a ſign he 
cannot, and that conflequently his Argu- 
ment is vain,for the Light or Spirit abſtrattly 
conſidered withont all Revelation can be no 
Rule. 


SCCLON 13. 


His fourteenth Argument (which he call: 


his etobth) anſwered. 


Page 120. Frer he has given Thirteen 
Reaſons, and all falſe ones 

enough, as | think I have fofticiently ſhew- 
ed,he comes tothart he calls his eighth reaſon 
after his former Thirteen at leaſt : Why the 
Scriptures cannot be the Rule under the New 
Covenant 


[ 
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Covenant which is this,Chrift the Spiritual Lea 
der of a Spiruuaal lrach oriteth his Sporitnal Law 
in the Heart, as Motlcs, the curward Iiract's 
Leader, writ the Law upon Tables of Stone. 
T his wat God 1 Promiſe, and the priviledee and 
ble(j: ng of the New Covenant, that 4s the out: 
ward Jew bad 471 04t 41 4 Law for 4 direttory, 
the inward Jew ſhould have an inward Law for 
TT diretlory ; ; and 4s the eitrward Jew bad an 
outward Pricit, ft whoſe Mouth be onght to ſeek 
the Law, jo tbe Jew mward and Circumciſion 
i" Sperit, bat an inWard and Spiritual High- 
Prieſt, whoſe Lips preſerve knowledge, at whoſe 
Afouth be $510 rectrue the Law of Life. The 
Ning, Ruler, Judge, Law-giver, High-Pricft, 
Law, Rule, are all Sperutusl jo the SCriptur es 
inform ww. My þ ang r dom, ſa4d Chriſt ; 14 not of 
this World. Againghe K ng dom of God 114 with» 
in, Luk. 17. 20, 21. 1 will write my Law in 
their Hearts. They fall be all tanght of me. 
Heb. 8. 10. qaerting Rev. 21. 3. Jocl 2. 28. 
It. 3» 00, 23 Job. 32. $ Rom. 1. 19 
[ And bere ag ain he fallly quotes the words, 
Whatever may be known of God, &c.] 
Gal. $.16. 1 John 1. 7. Ia. 2-y- Rev. 21. 
213. Gal.6. 15,15. as 4lſo be quotes wndnly 
i Cor. T2. 7+ PUrrany 4 meaſure of 17 Ip1r 
ju a manifeſt tion of the Spirit 
Anſw. 1. If the Light within be a gene 

ral Rule to Mankind, then the o1tward 


jracl had it as well as the inward //raet ; 
fs 2 W here 


84 The Deiſm of William Penn, 


Where is then the diſtintion,and difference 
berwixt the one and the other? 2. If the 
Rule of the inward /jrael be within, and 
the High-Prieft within, then as the inward 
Iſrael, has no Rule, to be the Rule of their 
Faith and Life, but the Light in the Confci- 
ence, {o they have no High-Priefſt without 
them but only within them, that is, the 
Light in the Conſcience ;, and fo there is no 
High- Prieſt without us, nor no Heaven 
without us, into Which the Man Chriſt 
Jeſus is gone 3, ror King Chriſt without us, 
but only within us; for to lay he is both 
without us and Within us alſo, will ſpoil 
IW. Fs Argument altogether, and war his 
Analogy, berwixt the Law without under 
Moſes, and the Law within wander Chriit, 
the High-Prieff without then, and the High- 
Prieſi within mow If he grant there 15 4 
High-Prieſt without ns, and who is alſo 
King, as well as Prieft, (and that he is more 
without us than within us, as all true Chrt 
ſtians bcheve, who tave not the fulnefs with- 
in them, bat reccive of his fulneſs, and 
CGrace for Grace, and therefore that ful- 
necks 1s in the Man Chriſt without them) 
he muſt alſo grant, that the Law and Rule 
of Faith 15 2s well without us as within us, 
and fs lis Argument is ſpoiled, but that he 
will bc loth to grant, for then the funds 
mcntal Principle of him and his Frethre: 
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is pluck'd up by the Roots, by confeſling to 
the Man Chriſt, a High- Prieſt without us, 
or King without us, which will nece{larjly 
infer the Law and Rule of Faith delivered 
us by Chriſt without us, 1s not within us 
oaly, but without us allo, as Chriſt the 
Law-giver is. Thus we ice for Love of 
their (ſuppoſed) Rule of Faith only within 
them, W. P, and his Brethren, who- ap- 
prove his Book, abandon and reject utterly 
any Chriſt, High- Prieſt, or King without 
them, as alſo he has done- in his . Chys- 
flian Quaker , where he will bave P. 97. 
The Lamb withect ( in the Fallover ) 
to ſhew forth the Lamb within, (to wir, the 
Light in the Conſcience) . but wat the 
Lamb Criſt without, 41 he was ont war d'y ſlain. 
And yet W. P. for all this, hath Gid in his 
late anſwer to the Biſhop of Cork, That the 
Quakers diff er little 1 Dottrine from the Church 
of England, ſetring aſide ſore School T erms. 
And in his anſwer to the Biſhop of Cork, 
P. 97. he faith, We | :. e. he and his Bre- 
thren ] plamnly and intirely believe the Iruths 
contained in the Creed, commonly called the 
Apoſtles Creed. But potibly fome fallacy is 
latent here allo, as it he had faid, they be- 
lieve the Truths Conrained in the Jews 
Talmud, or Tarts Alcoran, for doubtleſs 
there are ſome 1 cuths contained in them 
both, but many Falſhoods, and fo he may 
(3 3 think 
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think there are in that Creed, for all his 
ſeeming fair Confeſſion to it, and 1 offer 
to prove they have disbelieved them all. 
But how this conſiſts with their having only 
their High Prieſt, King and Prophet with: 
in them, as they have the Law and Kule of 
their Faith only within them, as i. F. here 
doth Argue, 1 leave to the intelligent to 
Jodge,and whither this palpable contradicti- 
on bewrayes not their great difingernity,con- 
fidering thar they will not grant, that they 
are in any one point changed, in their Faith 
or Doctrine, from what they were ever fince 
they were a People but as God and Truth 
is the ſame, fo his People, wo wit, (the 
Quakers) ate the fame, as they havein fo 
many expreſs words lately Prinred, 4n'the 
Book called the Quake: Cleared, tc. 34, As 
concerning the ſeveral places of Scripture 
quoted by him, that he brings ro prove 
the inward Teachings of Goe, Chriſt and 
the Holy Spirit, and Gbd's writing his 
Laws in the Hearts of the Faithful, all thi: 
is granted by all Sound Chriſtians, bur that 
is not the rroe State of the Controverhe t 

twixt the People called Quakers, and thei! 
Opponents. #ur the true State of the Con 
troverſic 1s this, Whither the inward T cac 

ings of God, of Chriſt, and of the Hol 

Spirit, come to believers, without all out 
ward means, and without all outward 
Miniſtry 
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Miniſtry and Service of Men or Books; and 
whither the Law, and Rule of Faith, ther 
Believers have in them, put in-them, yea, 
and writ in their Hearts by the Lord him- 
ſelf, is without all outward Inſtruction, and 
Teaching, or Service of Men, or Books; or 
whither the Law, and Kule of Faith and 
Praftiſe within, in reſpect of all the pecu- 
liar Do@trines and Precepts of the Chriſtian 
Religion, be not (ſo to ſpeak) a Tranſcript, 
or Copy from the Law, and Rule of Faith, 
without us, as delivered in the Holy Scrip- 
rares, which therefore may be called the 
Original as to us, though that Original Law 
and Rule without us, came from an inward 
Original in the Holy Prophets, and in the 
Man Chriſt, and his Holy Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtles, which yet had a bigher Ori- 
ginal, to wit, the Archetypal Law, as it 
was in God, before the Copy or Tranſcript 
of it came tobe in the Prophets, and from 
them, commirred to writing outwardly, and 
from that outward writing, transferred and 
tranſcribed into the Hearts of the Faithful, 
where it becames an inward Law, or Rule in 
them : And thus the Faithful have the Law 
and Rule of Faith both withaut them and 
within them; firſt without them ,'1o the 
Holy Scriptures; next within them, put. in 
them by the Lord in their Hearts, by means 
of outward Inſtruttion, as Preaching, Read- 
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ing, &c. And if the Queſtion be asked , 
Whither is beſt, ro have it without them; 
or within them? laniſwer, to have it both 
ways is very necellary; for in God's ordi- 
nary way of working , we cannot have it 
within us, it we had it not firſt without us, 
no more than we can have Food within us, 
if we had it not firſt without us; for as our 
outward and bodily Food, that nouriſheth 
our Bodies, comes into our Bodies from with- 
out us, by the Door (lo to ſpeak) of our 
Mouth, ſo the wholiome Dottrine of crter- 
nal Salvation by Chriſt our Bleſſed Saviour 
and Redeemer, (by means of which our Souls 
and inward Man are nouriſhed, being ac- 
companied with the Divine Influences of the 
Grace and Spirit of God and of ChriſtYcomes 
into oor Souls, by the Door of our outward 
Hearing and Reading in the Holy Scriptures. 
Again, though there be ever io good Food, 
and ever fo Plentifal, without us, yer if we 
receive it not within us, it neither doth 
nor can nouriſh ns: And as the clean Beaſts 
under the Law, did chew the Cud of what 
they did cat, for their Nouriſhment, fothe 
Faithful , what they ootwardly hear and 
read of God's Word in the Holy Scriprures, 
mult meditate upon inwardly, tor their Spi- 
ritual Food. 1 hus the great neccliity of 
having the Law and Word of God both 
without us and Within us, the Rule of our 
Faith 
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Faith and Liſe is evidently apparent, ſo long 
as we live in theſe mortal Bodies : And there- 
fore God hath appointed, and Chriſt hath 
given an outward Miniſtry , together with 
his other Gifts and Graces, to his Church, 
ro continue to the end of the World, and 
to his laſt coming. But again, if it be asked, 
Is there not an Internal word, Voice or 
Teaching of Chriſt, diſtin from the out- 
ward word, Yoice and Teaching, that out- 
wardly foundeth in our outward kars. I an- 
ſwer, There is, but in God's ordinary way, 
it works in the Faithful, accompanying the 
outward word; and by means thereof, the 
which inward word, Voice and Teaching, 
(properly and ſtridtly ſpeaking) is not any 
ſingular, new or differing Form of words, 
but rather a Divine Power, Light and Life, 
quickning, enlightning and ſtrengthning the 
Underſtanding and Heart of Man, Spiritcally 
and Savingly to underſtand the Divine Do- 
Grines and Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith, 
outwardly delivered in the Holy Scriptures ; 
and not only ſo, but giving the Souls of the 
Faichful, at times, a Divine Senſe, Sight and 
Taſte of God's Divine Power, Love and 
Life, called in Scripture, A rafting of the 
beaventy Gift, and of the good Word of God. 
and of the powers of the World tocome;, Which 
Sight, Senſe and 1 aſte, and Spiritual Feel- 
ing, is indeed beyond all that can be cither 
uttered 
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uttered with the Mouth , heard with the 
Ear, or conceived in the Mind, in or by any 
Form of words, as the outward Sight, Senſe, 
Taſte and Feeling of outward delightful Ob- 
jects, is beyond all words, and report of 
them, as the Scripture faith, Eye bath ne 
ſeen, nor Ear beard, nor hath it emred into the 
Heart, to concer® the good things that God bath 
prepared for them that leve bim. But (as faith 
the Apoſtlc Paul) God bath revealed them to ms 
(to wit, to the Faithful ) by bu Spirit , 
1 Cor. 2, 9, 10. 1ſaiab 64.4. Viz. 3n an 
carneſt and firſt Fruits, the Harveſt and full 
Fruition being reſerved for the future State. 
And here again, if it be asked, what is the 
Rule, whereby to know {urely the true Di- 
vine Enjoyment, as above deſcribed, from 
the falſe and counterfeic, that may be no- 
thing other that Satan s Transformings 7 
I an{wer, It is improper in this Caſe, to ask 
what is the Rule of Faith or Practiſe, be- 
cauſe this high Divine Enjoyment, is-(pro- 
perly ſpeaking) neither an ACt of Faith nor 
Practiſe, though it is a proper Conſequent 
and Concomitant of ſound Faith, and godly 
and virtuous Praftiſc; for as ia the exercifc 
of the outward Sight, Hearing and 1laſte, 
no Form of words can beg Rule to a Man, 
to teach him how to See, Hear or Taſte, but 
the found Diſpoiition of the Organs of thoſe 
Senſes, and the due Application of the Ob- 

ects, 
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ects, is all that is requiſite to enable a Man 
to know what he certainly Sees, Hears and 
Taſts; fo when the Spiritual Senſes of the 
Soul, are awakened by the quickning Power 
of God , and the Mind fitly and duly dit 
poſed, whatever Drvine and Spiritual Objects 
are preſented to that Soul and Mind, it na- 
tarally and neccſlarily apprehends them by 
rs Spiritual Senles, which are as it were the 
Spiritual Organs of the Inward and Spiritual 
Man ; the beſt avd fitteſt Diſpolition of the 
Soul and Mind, making it capable -for ſuch 
Divine Enjoymentgy, internal Parity of Heart, 
as our Saviour heth taught us, ſaying, Bleſſer 
arg the pure is foart, for they (bat fee Gad ; 
that is, alweys accompanied with a found 
Faith, grounded upon the ſound and whol- 
ſome Dofrine of the Holy Scriptures : And 
though no Form of words can be a Rule, 2 
Priors, whereby to diſcern true Enjoyments 
from falſe and counterfeit, yet a Poſteriori, 
that is, by the Conſequents and Effects, they 
may ſoon ant! quickly be diſcerned, if duly 
examined by the intallible Rule of Faith and 
Life laid down in the Scriptures, even as a 
Paſteriers;, or conſequentially, a Man may 
know , whither what (he apprehends) he 
ſeeth, beareth,or taſterth outwardly, be real 
or 1maginary. 
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Section 14. 


Diverſe places of Scripture explained, and 
reſcued from bis Corrupt Gloſſes and 
Interpretations. 


UT before 1 finiſh my Anſwer to this 

his laſt Argument, 1 think fit to take 
notice, how he has perverted, miſconſtrued, 
and miſapplicd all and every one of the 
places of Scripture above recired out of his 
Page 21, to prove that the Light in every 
Man's Conſcience, is the Rule of Faith and 
Life to every Man, and that without any 
neceſſary ſuper-addition without or within 
Men , be they Jews , Maboratans, Infidel , 
Chriſtians, they have all but one and the 
ſame Rule of Faith and Life, as they have 
one and the fame Creator. For indeed not 
one of theſe places are to be underſtood, as 
with reſpet-co that part of Mankind, that 
lived or now live in pure Heatheniſm, or 
Gentiliſm, but ſuch as were or are profeſled 
Members of God's Church as the Tewr were, 
when our Saviour was bodily preſent on 
Earth ; and as the Chriſtians were and now 
arc, excepting that one place Kom. 1. 19. 
which as 1 have above noted, he falſly quotes, 
rendring it, Whatſoever may be known o God; 
which 
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which as the Engliſh T ranflation doth noc 
ſo word, nor doth the Greek bcar it, and 
the Falſenefs of it I have above deſcribed ; as 
for the ſaying of our Saviour, Ay Kingdom 
W wot of this IVorld ; Which 1s the firſt of thote 
Quorations above given : Can it be fup- 
poſed, that by his Kingdom there, he meant 
nothing but the Light in every Man's Con- 
ſcience, he offers not the feaſt proof of it ; 
the Kingdom of God, and of Chriſt, in 
Scripture, (otherwiſe called the Kingdom of 
Heaven) hath diverſe hgnihcations, fome- 
times it ſignifies his Church, that is called a 
Kingdom of Prieſts, ſometimes his Rule and 
Government in and over his Church, by his 
Laws, and Precepts, and Power of his Spirit 
and manifold Gifts and Graces, and ſome- 
times the Goſpel, with the Bleſhngs there- 
of, that is, the DoQtrine of the Goſpel ; as 
where Chriſt faid to the Jews, The A wg dom 
ſhould be taken from them, Matt. 21. 43- as 
hath been accordingly fulfilled, though (till 
they have the common Illumination of the 
Light within them; and ſometimes it lig- 
nifieth his Kingdom of Glory in the future 
State after Death. T his next Qnotation is 
out of Lake 17- 20, 21- The K ing dom of God 
« witen you, Which allo he fallly quores, 
teaving oor the word you, fo making 1t uat- 
verſal, to ferve his Deſign, for a Proot that 
the Light in every Mans Conſcience, 1s that 
which 
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which is meant by Chriſt in this place, the 
Kingdom of God. | grant God has an uni- 
verſal providential Kingdom in and over all 
his Creatures, and more particularly in and 
over all Mankind, according to Pſat 103-19- 
and but k Ing d 'm ruleth over all, orinall; . and 
that his providen tial Kingdom among Men, 
is adminiſtred 1n great part, by means of the 
common Illumination in and over all Men ; 
bat the Kingdom, as it is here underſtood 
Lathe 17. 20, 21- 15 not his provideatial 
Kingdom, but a new Adminiſtration of the 
Goſpel, that many were looking for, and 
expectin , Which made the Phariſees ask, 
when the Kingdom of God ſhould come ; 
ſurely as they meant not to ask when his 
providential Kingdom ſhould come, or when 
ſhould Men begin to have fomething to re- 
prove or convince them, for common Sins 
in their Conſcicace; nor d1d Chriſt mean irc 
ſo, but of forme more excellent Dilpenfation 
by his Doftrine and Preaching, which the 
Phariſces had heard as wei as others 5 and 
thercfore it might well be taid to be nor 
only amorg them, as {ome trantlatc its but 
even in them, to wit, the Dottrine of the 
Kingdom, together with which fome 10- 
ward Scced of Light might have been fown 
in ſome of their Hearts byhis Miniſtry, be- 
yond and above the common Illumination. 


Bur what proof is this, that the Genres had 
the 
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the Kingdom of God in them, in this Senſe» 
who never to this day heard Chriſt, or any 
of his Miniſters, nor received any Goſpel 
Doftrice, by any outward Teſtimony , by 
voice or writing. And #Hev. 5. 10. com* 
pared with Jer. 31. 33- and all the other 
places do wholly reſpett that part of Man- 
kind, to whom the Golpel is outwardly 
preached, and for moſt part foach who did 
believe it, or were in due time to believe it, 
as that noted place 7Tirws 2. 11, 12. by the 
Grace of God, that had appeared to all, 
cannot be underſtood, the common Light or 
Homination in all, becauſe v. 13. it was ſuch 
a Grace, that taught luch who gave op to 
be taught by it, and obey it, to look for that 
bleſſed Hope and glorious Appearance of tht 
great God, and our Saviour Jelus Chriſt, who 
gave himſelf for vs [to dye for us, that by 
his Death, and precious Blood outwardly 
ſhed for vs] he might redeem us from all In- 
iquity. Now can W, P. or any of his Deiſt 
Srethren, prove that any Jew, Mabometan, 
Heathen, or Deiff, that obey the Dictates 
of the Light within, are taught thereby to 
look for this glorious appearing of Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he ſhall come in his glorified 
Manhood, to jadge the Qyick and the Dead, 
for that no doubr is the glorious Appearing 
here meant, the moſt Obedient of his Jewiſh 
Mahometan Brethren to the Light wirhin 
them 
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them, and the moſt ftrit and exat Deiſts 
here in England will tell him, they believe 
no ſuch thing, their Light within them hath 
taught them no ſuch Faith nor Hope ; yea, 
Cornelis that was a moſt excelleat Genrile 
for Virtue, and I ſuppoſe in his Gentile Rate 
ſurpaſſed tor Piety and Virtue, the beſt Deiſt 
in England, was not tavght by the Light 
that was formerly in him in his Geotile 
ſtare, to believe Remiſton of Sin through 
Faith in Jeſus of Natareth, whom the Jews 
hanged on a Tree, &c. but was informed by 
the Angel, to fend for Peer to preach this 
Jeſus to him ; nor did the Angel direct him 
to the Light in him fmply for laformationy 
but to the Apoſtic Zea without him, that 
by means of is Miaiſtry he might receive 
the Chriſtian Faith, and rhe {pccial Ilumi- 
nation of the Holy Ghoſt, as accordingly 
was fulfilled. Aud as to the words Jr 31-34. 
compared with Heb. 5. 11. they ſeall not 
teach every Man Wu nt hour, and every Man 
14 Braber, [OILS F now the .41d: Fo all 
ſhall know me, fro" the lealt to the greateſt. 
This Promiſe doth only beloag to the Chil- 
dren of the New Covenant, to wit, the 
Members of Chriſt s Catholick Church, and 
not to all Mankind, therefore cannot be 
meant of the common Illumination in Hea- 
thens and Infidels, nor of many Thouſands 
living under a viſible Profeſſion of Chriſtt- 
anity7, 
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anity, who are not ſo taught of God, that 
they need not a Man to teach them ; or to 
ſay, know the Lord, for to be fo taught is 
a high State, and the words have their full 
and perfect accompliſhment in the future 
State, though in part here z and compara- 
tively, they have their prefent fulfilling, as 
often indeed many places of Scripture have 
2 comparative meaning Belides, that it is 
granted, that that high degree of Divine 
knowledge above deſcribed , that is, a 
divine enjoyment of God, by Spiricual 
Senſation, Sight and Taſte, one Man can- 
not teach it to another, for it furpaſleth 
all words, cither uttered or conceived; as 
one Man cannot teach another that is Blind 
to fee, or Deat to hear, or that hath not his 
Taſte, to Savour; though as to the Dottri- 
nal knowledge, he may teach him, and by 
means of that Teaching, be made inftru- 
mental, by the bleſſing and Grace of God, 
to open his Spiritual Eyes, and excite thoſe 
Spiritual Senſations in him. And what 
though Chriſt left nothingia Writing by 
himſelf , for the Rule of Faith and pra- 
Ctiſe, as W. P. argueth, what his Apoſtles 
and Evangcliſts committed to Writing by 
his Inſpiration, was ſufhicient, why it ſhould 
be received to be the Kule of our Faith, that 
is, the outward Inſtrument, whereby Faith 
is wrought in us, and whereby we may be 

H helped 
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helped, through the Spirits inward Illumi- 
nation and aſliſftance, how to diſcern what 
we arc to believe to be rrue Do@trine, and 
what we are to prattiſe But irs very 
ſtrange what he turther faith, That bad be 
intended the Rae Of bus follower! to have bren & 
written Kale, | note, 4 written Kalr) be would 
have leſt it aponrecord, with all punitzdtity, this 
muſt be believed and that done, on pain of Eter» 
nal Death. His words plainly import, as if 
fuch punAtuality had not been recorded, but 
as it People who read the Scriptures, or 
hear them ever {© truly expounded, were 
lefr at liberty to believe this or the other 
thing, or not belive it, though written and 
commanded z; and alſo to do or not do, 
without any danger of Damnation ; where- 
as the plain words of our Saviour are re- 
corded by Mark 16.16. He that belirverh not 
ſhall be Danmed;, believeth not what ? ſurely 
both what Chrilt Preached, and what his 
Apoſtics and Evangeliſts were inſpired to 
write, by his Spirit, to whom thoſe Wri- 
tings ſhould come, for others to whom they 
have not come, their Sins apainſt the Law 
and Light in their Confſciences, arc ſufhici- 
ent to render them without excuſe. Za 
( faith he) nor did br followers write tn the me- 
thed of a Knle. How knows he that? Is he 
ſogreat a Maſter of Method, fo as that 
he can prove, they write not in the 

Method 
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Method of a Rule ? What faith he to Chriſt's 
Sermon on the Mount, and his other Ser- 
mons recorded by the Four Evangeliſt's, 
which alone, though we had no other parts 
of the New Teſtament, are a ſufficient Rule 
both of Faith and Lite, which yet makes 
not the other parts ſuperfinous : It isa good 
laying, Abundance of the Law breaks not the 
Law ; as God's ways arc not as Man's ways, 
ſo God 's Mcthod, in delivering us the Rule 
of Faithand Lite, is not as Man's Method. 
And what (ich be to Late, who ( Lat 1. 13.) 
cCeclarcth, that evra bad perf ett underſt and- 
ing of as things from the very firſt, it ſeemed 
Pp 00d to him to write them in Ur der : and laid 
Job, (John 20. 31.) Theſe are written, that 
ye may bot believe, that Tejas is the Chriſt, the 
Son of God, and that belteving ye might have 
Life through bis Name. It 1s ſtrange that 
4 Quaker ſhould argue againſt the Scripture 
being the Rule of Faith and Life for want- 
ing the Method of a Rule, who may be 
thought very improper Judges of Method, 
being ſo immethodical themiclves both in 
Writing and Preaching, and cry out againſt 
others for Method z and yet now the Scrip» 
tures muſt be rejeted from being the Rule 
of Faith and Life, for not being writ in the 
Method of a Kale, 1f W. F. muſt be believed, 
whereas the: beſt skilfol in the Method of 
Teaching, both pious and learned, have not 

H 2 only 


x00 The Deiſm of William Penn, 


only greatly eſteemed, but highly admird 
the Method of the Scripture, even when it 
ſeems leaſt to have Method, and moſt eſpeci- 
ally, the Method of our Saviour's Sermons 
recorded in the Four Evangeliſts, and of 
that moſt excellent form of Prayer he tavght 
his Diſciples. And if the Scriptures muſt 
be rejeted from being not only the Rule of 
Faith and Life, but « wraren Kale (as his 
expreſs words above noted are, though in 
contradiftion to himfelf, who cliewhere 
calls them a Rule, but not the Rule 5; now 
he will neither- have them to be the Rale, 
nor a written Rule) tor want of the Me- 
thod of a Rule, he may quarrel againſt di- 
verſe parts of God's Creation, as nos being 
laced in that Method and Order, that his 
iſfdom thinks meet.Sure | am,ſome Atheiſts 
have argued at fuch bke rate, ag11n|t rhe 
Worlds being Created by an infirire WiF 
dom and Goodneſs, bereuſe, as they imagt- 
ned things lye in great diforder, throughout 
the vitible World, herea ſpot of the Earth 
fruitfal, there a great pert of it unfruitful, 
and uninhabitable;ſome parts have too much 
Water that drown the dry Land, over- 
flow Cirics, fruitful Fic!ds and pleaſant Mea 
dows;other parts are {ſcorched with drought 
and oninhabicablc for want of Water ; other 
large parts not fit for Habitation for Cold. 
Alto the ProvidencesotGod towards Mankind 
are 
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are greatly diſputed by Atheiſts, becauſe of 
that ſeeming diſorder and want of method, in 
things and Events that happen to Men of all 
forts, virtuous Men neglefted, oppreſſed, 
afflicted, and vitious Men exalted, honoured 

and praiſed. It is a great Default in W. P. 

thus to argue againſt the Scriptures, for want 

of Method, as being the Rule, wherein he too 

much reſembles the Atheiſts arguing againſt 

the Ways and Methods of Divine Providence, 

from thence concluding there is no Rule of 
Divine Providence in the World, as W. FP. 

concludes, there is not the Rule of Faith and 

Life in the Holy Scriptures. 


Section 15. 

Whither the Laws and Precepts of God 
and Chriſt, 4s written in the Holy 
Scriptures, do bind the Faithful to 
Qbedience. WP. his abſolute Neceſſs- 
ries of Religion, no other but what are 
generally owned by Inhidel Jews, Maho- 
mitans, Deiſts, and the greateſt Here- 
Hicks, 


Aving thus finiſhed my Antfwers to his 
Arguments againſt the Scriptures be- 

ing the Kule of Faith and Life, yea, not 
H 3 only 
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only againſt being che Rule, but a Rule, as 
above noted, in contradiction to himiclt, 
who ſometimes calls them « Xalr, to wit, 4 
Suberdinate, Secondary and Declaratory Kale ;, 
bar yer he will not allow this to the whole 
Scripture, but that feveral parts of it are fo, 
that is, ſo much of it as Heathens and Deiſts 
have taught them by the Light within, to 
wit, Precepts of Moral Honeſty, &c. but 
Salvation by Chriſt Crucihed, and Remiſſion 
of Sins by his Bluod, is not taught them by 
their Light within ; therefore this Doctrine 
of the Scripture is not fo much as a Sccon- 
dary Rule to W. P. and his Derſt Bretbren 
the unſjoundnets of which Diſtiction 1 have 
above ſhewed , | ſhall now briefly point at 
ſome other Impertinencies in his Book now 
belore me, and fo conclude. 

Page 25: " confeſs (faith he) toe reaſon 
of our Obedience, VIz. to the Precepts written in 
the Scriptures , u net meerly becanſe they are 
written, for that were legal, but breanje they 
are the Eternal Precepts of the Spirut in Mens 
Cmſciences, Here divers things need Cor- 
reftion; Firſt, I know none that ever faid, 
that the reaſon of our Obedience to thoſe 
Precet ts, 1s meerly becauſc they are written, 
but chiefly and principally we are obliged to 
believe and obey them, being the Commands 
of God: but though the reaſon of our Obe- 
dience to them, 15 not mecrly that they are 

written, 
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written, yet being now writtcn, and the 
Wiſdom of God having io appointed it, that 
they ſhould be written, and the Writers bc- 
ing inſpired to that very purpoſe, to write 
them for our laſtruction, aud that we fhould 
believe them and obey them z we ovught 
both to believe them and ovey them, as they 
arc outwardly written ; otherwile, if their 
deliverance to us by writinz, have no In- 
fluence on vs to believe them, and obey them, 
we may wholly diſregard them as fuch, and 
only mind thoſe eternal Precepts of the Spi- 
rit, as he terms them, in the Coniriences of 
Men, to wit, Tews, Mahemet ans, Heathens, 
Deifts. Again that he faith, /t # legal to obey 
them, meerly becauſe writtes | ſee not how 
it was legal, for the Law did not command 
them to obey them meerly as written, bur 
becauſe they were the Commandments of 
God ; but to rejett them, as having any In- 
fluence on us, or laying any Obligation on 
us as written , is to reject Chriſt's Frophe- 
tical and Kingly Othce, a part of which was 
to inſpire his Evangeliſts and Apoſtles to 
commit them to writing. Et again, That 
nethuns uf ts be obeyed for 4 Kale, or the Fale, 
but the eternal Precepts of the Spirit in Men 
Comſciences as he afhrmeth. his indeed 
makes a very ſhort and ncar way to Heaven, 
were it as true as ſhort and near. He ſeems 
to give us an account what thele cternal 

H 4 Precepts 
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Precepts are, Page 44. 2«t moſt Perſwaſtont 
(faith he) are agreed about the abſolute Neceſſa 
ries in Religion , from that Light and Wineſs 
God hat placed in Man 1 Conſcience, viz. That 
God i, that be uf a Kewar der of them that dili« 
gently fee* him, that the way of God #4 a way of 
Parry Patience, Methneſs, &c. without which no 
Alan can fee the Lord. 

Anſw. Nore well, Reader,theſe few things, 
T hat every Derft, Jew and Aabometan, that 
are ſober and rational, will acknowledge, arc 
all the abſolute Neceſſarics in Religion, that 
he lays down. But how falſly doth he alledge 
that moſt Perſwafions are agreed, that theſe, 
without all the Articles peculiar to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, (as concerning the Holy Tri- 
nity, the Incarnation of the Word, the Sa- 
tisfattion of Chriſt, by his Sacrifice on the 
Croſs to Divine Juſtice, &c. in a word, all 
the rwelve Articles of the Apoſtles Creed) 
are all rhe abſolute Necefſarics in Religion. 
Is the whole Chriſtian Catholick Church of 
Chriſt throughout the World, in all Ages, 
no conſiderable part of Mankind, having 
Religious Perſwations? Or if they are, let 
him tcll us, what part of Chriſt's Catholick 
Church cver hcld, or doth now hold, that 
none of all the twelve Articles of the Apo- 
les Creed, or few of them, arc the abſo- 
late Neccfharies in Religion, together with 
other Moral parts relating to Moral Virtucs- 
| 
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| think-he can tell us ſcarce any, but ſuch as 
may be jaſtly doubted, or dilowned to be 
Members of the Church of Chriſt, If he 
bring in himſelf, and his Party and Deiſt 
jrethren, he but begs the Queſtion, to ſay, 
they are a part of the Chriſtian Church , 
while they deny the great Fundamentals of 
her Religion to be ablolurtely necellary. But 
lex us hear him further in che fame Pace, he 
faith , Nay they accord 18 [ome conſider abie 
Matters ſuperadded, as ſome of them ſpeak, that 
God wai manifeſted extraordinarily w the Fleſh ;, 
that be gave bus Life for the World, that ſuch 
as believe and obey but Grace win their Hearts, 
rec erve Remuſſion of Sans, and 1 i et everlaſty 
Firſt, It is ncedful he ſhould explain what 
he means by thele words, That be Fave bu 
Life; whither the Life of the Man Chriſt 
without us, or the Blood, which is the Life, 
and that Life is the Light within, as he 
hath been hcard to preach, and is according 
to his Books. And what means he by the 
word believe? Whither to belicve, that 
Chriſt died for our Sins, and roſe again ? 
Well, in Charity 1 will ſuppoſe this to be 
his meaning , otherwiſe he would greatly 
equivocate; but ſill all this belict is none 
f the abfolute Neceſlaries in Keligion, rncy 
are ſome conſiderable Matters ſaperadded ; 
Superadded to what? To the Scriptures. 
Nay, they are the chicf Dodtrines of the 
Xcriptures. 
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Scriptures. Therefore again I ask, Super- 
added to what? Why to the Light within 
Its Dictates. But are they necelfary to be 
belicved, fince they are fupernumerary, and 
ſuperadded to the Dictates of the Light in 
every Contciencc f Tea, faith W. P. Page 35- 
where the Hiftory bat reached, and the Spirit 
of God bar made a Crroittion pon the Con- 
ſciewce, Well then, If they arc neceſlary to 
be believed, Where the Spirit of God hath 
made this Conviction upon the Conſcience ; 
this Conviction is rot the Effect of the gene- 
ral Light in every Conſcicace, but ſomewhat 
ſ1peradded z and rheretore the general Light 
in the Conſcience, is not the perfect and 
compleat Rule. But what if the Spirit make 
not this Convition upon the Conſcience of 
ſome, who have whe Scripture, which he 
calls the Hiſtory ? Is he fare the Spirit will 
make it, or doth make it, on every Con- 
ſcience to whom the Hiſtory reacheth? If 
he fay yea, he throweth down his Fabrick 
with his own word»; for it fo, this Con- 
viction made by tic Spirit of God on the 
Confience, mult hc a part, yea, the Ercat- 
eſt part of the Rule of Faith, to all who have 
the Scriptures ; becauſe the Scriptures hold 
forth many more things to be believed and 
practiſed, than thele tew cternal Precepts, 
as he calls them, of the Spirit ih the Con- 
ſcience. And thouph IF. P. here ſeems to 

reader 
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render them exculable, to whom the D5o- 
Atrinc of Chriſt's Death hatch reached, and 
yet believe it not , on whom the Spirit of 
God hath not made a Conviction. Yer in 
his 1 reatife of Sporwaal Liberty, he cails it a 
look Plea, to pretend want of Conviction 
for not obeying G.F's Orders, ard tending 
to Ranteriſm. Bur if he ſhall fav, che Spirit 
doth not work this Conviction upon many 
CANT THC Hiſtor " reacheth, gs NS WOTOS it 
zort, then they arc left at liberty, whither 
0 believe them at all, without all Sin or 
danger. Thus we may fee what fort of 
Fain he 2 qd hy Brethren have, of the Ar. 
tickes of the Creed, we. Anu ellary 
Faith, fo have It, or not haveit, 1 all a 
Caſe, if they have it not, It is not their 
Sin, ther primary Kule the Light within 
them. reiis them nothine of ut Kut thee 
why ſhould the Sccondary Knic tclt them 
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Objetions. But note, Reader, how in his 
foregoing words 1 have faithfully quoted, 
he makes the believing and obeying God's 
Grace for Remiſſion of Sins, and Life ever- 
laſting, to be none of the abſolute Neceſlaries 
of Religion, but ſuperadded, as ſome of them 
ſpeak. Here is Obedience to God's Grace 
made as unneceſſary by W. P. as Faith in 
Chriſt, as he was outwardly manifeſt in the 
Fleſh. What thinks G.W. and his Erethren of 
this Dotrine ? Is it not plain Aninonian/m, 
yea plain Kanteriſm 7 


Section 16, 

The Scriptures are not certainly known 
and believed, upon the Foundation of 
W.P. and bis Party among the {Qus- 
hers, but are upon the Foundation of all 
Orthodox Chriſtians. The Queſtion 
wron:ly ſtated by W. P. about the Suffi- 
ciency of the Light or Spirit of God 
within, which # not what he can reveal, 
bat what he doth reveal, without the out- 
ward Means of Inſtrattion. 


Page 23 E labours to turn off that Ob- 
jection againſt him, of his ar- 

guing from the uncertainty of the Scriptures, 
that 
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that they cannot be a Rule of Faith and 


Life, by anſwering, 7 be Scriptares are wncer- 
tain upon their Foundation, but not upon ours. 
We would have them recerved (faith be) apan 
the Spirits Teſtimony and Evidence which gave 
them forth, 1 anſwer, And fo would all crae 
Chriſtians ; but the difference is great, in the 
way and manner of their and his defining 
this Teſtimony or Evidence, which he 
and his Erethren will have wholly to 
be by Prophetical and Apoſtolical Inſpr 
ration, the fame in Specie and Kind with 
what the Prophets and Apoſtles had, giving 
them a new repetition of the fame Articles 
and Precepts, and all this only from the 
Light within, as it is a common diſpenſation 
to all Mankind ; the fallity of which, com- 
mon experience, as well as the Teſtimony 
of Scripture doth fofticiently prove ; for if 
the, Light within them doth de novo, give 
W. P. and his Brethren, the Revelation of 
all or moſt of theſe peculiar Dodtrines of 
Chriſtianity, why ſhould they have it more 
than Jews, AMabometans, Deiſts and Hea- 
theas , many of whom they account have 
been, and are faithful and obedient to the 
DiQtates of the Light within them. Felides 
if more be revealed to the &aakers by the 
common Tight within,than to other parts of 
Mankind,who have not the Scriptures ; they 
muſt needs grent, their Kule of Faith is 
rouore 


EE 


110 The Deiſmof William Pecan, 
more large and full, than that in others ; and 
coulequently not being w perfeft in others, 
as in them, it is no gcneral Rule of Faith, 
for thus he argued againſt the Scriptures. 
But it the Scriptures, are fo wholly us 
certain uron the foundation of other Chri- 
ſtians, and fo certain rpon the foundation 
of the Quakers, from their pretence to the 
fame divine Infpiration that the Prophers 
and Apoſtles had, they would wonderfully 
oblige the Chriſti-on World, If we could 
believe them, to tell us, from ther infallibility, 
what Tranllations arc beſt ; or rather to 
give us a new Tranſlation by divine Infpira- 
tion 1; and which of all the Copies, and va- 
rious Icftions are troeſt : but that this is a 
groundlc6 and empty brag, is too appa- 
rent, while their ignorance, and grots per 
verſions of Scripture, and falſe Interpreta- 
tions,are greater than auy other in Chriſten- 
dom, as can cafily be proved. But in con- 
tradiction to all this, that the Scriptures 
are certain, upon the £a4kcrs foundation, 
from the divine Infpiration, and Revelation 
that the Spirit has givea them of their 
Truth, much or indeed moſt of all this 
Is agzin denyed by W. P. relling us, in 
aulwer to that Obycition Page 32. Thu 
Lisbt you pee of, could met tell yew, which 
way 5114 Came into the World, that there was an 
Adam and Evc, that they fell after that manner, 
and 
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and that you fo centred the World, that Ci ; WA 
born of 4 Virgin, ſoff © ed Death, and roſe at ain, 
Ac. He roundly aniwereth, that inatmuch 
as an account of thoſe things hath been al- 
ready revcaled , ard 1s EXTant , TACTCTOTE 
any new Revelation of luch things 15 not 
needed. 1 anſwer, Hownot needed 7 and yet 
certain to you, upon the Spirits inward 
Evidence and Teſhmony, and to none but 
you, and luch as you, who pretend to the 
lame Revelations with the Prophets and 
Apoſtles * However, tering he grants, he 
and h1S Brethren have no Kevelation from 
the Light within them, That Chriff wat 
bor ni 7 4 Virgins j Fered 1 CMHD,and roje AZ IT; 
therctore he muſt needs confers, all rheic 
things concerning Chrifts Firth, Death, 
Reſurreftion,. arc unccrtaia to them, and 
jo no matrers of their Faith. And then 
ſeeing other Chriſtians belicve thele things 
ypon an inward Evi and 1cſtimony of 
the Spirit, though not by the lame KRevela- 
tion in Kind or Srecic with that of the 
Prophers and Apoſtics ; yet by way of Scal 


ro rnec rr th 7 L k % af v0 & | lained, 
the proper conlequence of which 15 this, that 
all theſe great thi: v5 recorded 1 Scripture, 
concerning Chriſt's birth of a Virgin, bis 


having dycd tor our Sins, his Kelurrcettion, 
Aſcenhon and Intercethon for vs in Heaven, 
are altogether uncertain rpon the Laakers 
[oun- 
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foundation, becauſe as W. P. confeſleth not 
inwardly revealed to them, which yet are 
certain upon the foundation of all true 
Chriſtians, to wit, the inward Teſtimony 
and Evidence of the Spirit, by way of ſeal- 
ing to the 1 ruth of them, as by an objeCtive 
medium, as above explained. ZFut why arc 
not theſe things, concerning Chriſt's Firth, 
Death, revealed to the Qnaters by W. P's 
confeſſion? Why ; becauſe they are not ne- 
ceſſary to be believed, they are none of the 
Eternal Preceprts of the Spirit in the Con 
ſciences of all Men, Teaching fome few 
things of owning a great God Almighty, 
and ome few moral Principles, of Temper- 
ance and Juſtice, as doing as we would be 
done by; this is the Quaters Evangeliam E- 
ternum, their everlaſting Goſpel, whatever is 
more is unneceſlary and Superfluous 
Page 32. He faith, To ſay the Light or 
Spirit could not do it, | vis. reveal that 
Chriſt was born of a Virgin, (uf ered Death, and 
roſe again, &c. ] i blaſpbemens 4s well a 
abſurd : Anſw. 1 know none that faith, the 
Spirit or God and Chriſt conſidered as the 
Light, could not do it; but that's not the 
Queſtion ,what the Spirit could do, or what 
the Light within, taking it in the higheſt 
Senſc, as to ſignific the divine Word, could 
or can do; but the proper ſtate of the queſti- 
on is, whither the Spirit, or Light within, 
hath 
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hath given, generally any ſuch Revelation of 
theſe things; which if he hath not givens 
and that to all Men, then to be ſures evea 
By W. P's conteſhon, fuch Revelation is no 
rart of the Rule of Faith, tor it 1s not whac 
God who 15 Light, or the Spirit can reveal, 
but what he hath revealed that is the Rule 
of Faith, and doth ordinarily reveal. Aad 
ſeeing the Qacters, as W. FP. hath granted, 
have no inward Revelation of theſc things, 
ut. That Chriſt was born © Virgin, Cc. 
It is no part of their Faith, or Creed, for 
the Rule of their Faith hath not taught 
it them. If any have ſaid, the Light within 
every man cannot reveal theſe things, they 
do'not mean by the Light within, cicher 
Chriſt or the Spirit, but that common Illuy 
mination that is in all Men, that is neither 
Chriſt nor the Spirit, but yet is a gilt 6f 
Chriſt and of the Spirit. 
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Section 17. 


His Proofs out of the Fathers, and Primi- 


tive Proteſtants, for the Spirits being 
the Rule of Faith, all Fallaciow. An 


Inſtance of Calvin (quoted by him) in 
ſome Paſſage of hu Inſtitutions, expreſly 


to the contrary. Whither the Effeni, 
Pythagoras, Clinias, «nd the Scythi- 
ans, before our Saviour's Incarnation, 
thought Swearing unlawful, from the 
Light within. 


S for theſe,many Authors ſome Fathers, 

and other late Proteſtant Authors, 

that he quotes in confirmation of his Aſſerti- 
on, wz. That the Scripture is not the 
Rule of Faith and Life, but the Light in 
every Conſcience; none of all theſe quotati- 
ons, which 1 have diligently read and con- 
ſidered, fay any ſuch thing, viz. That the 
Scriptures are not the Rule of Faith and 
Life, or that the Light in every Conſcience 
is that Rule. Either he is very ignorant, 
and unacquainted in Calvin and Bexa's wri- 
ings, and other Proteſtants, or very unfair 
to quote them, when he cannot but know 
in his Conſcience, if he be acquainted with 
them, that all thoſe Proteſtant Authors did 
Zealoully 


and bis Brethren, Expoſed. 1 15 


Zcalouſly contend, that the Scripture was 
the Rule cf Faith acd Life, and though they 
did Zcaloully aſſert the neceſlity of the Spi- 
rits Internal Evidence and Teſtimony, to 
Seal to the Truth of the Scripture, and 
give the underſtanding of it, yet none of 
them all that he has quoted fay, or hold 
that the Spirit, or Light in every Conſci- 
Ence is the Rule of Faith and Life; 1 remem- 
no ſuch DoCtriue taught by them, and yet I 
luppoſe, I know their Doctriac, as well as 
he ; and were it needtul, I could produce 
lufficicat Teſtimpnics trom their Books,that 
he has manifeſtly wronged them; but he 
who takes ſo great liberty to wreſt the 
Scriptures, no w order it he make bold to do 
the ſame with theſe Mens Writings. 

His Quotation out of Calvir is this, /nft, 
Lib. t. Cap. 8. It is neceſlary the ſame Spi- 
rit that ſpake by the mouth of the Prophets, 
ſhould pierce into our Hearts,to perſwade us 
that they faithfully delivered that which 
was commirted to them of God. I his doth 
not prove that Calvin denyed the Scriptures 
to be the Rule of Faith, having exprelly 
taught that they were. 

But to ſhew bow little acquainted W. FP, 
1s withCalvin'sDottrine in this poiat,] whom 
he hath quoted for him, to prove that the 
Scripture, or written word, is not tlic 
Rule of Faith, but the Light in every Con- 

| 2 Iciences 


116 The Deiſm of William Penn, 


ſcience, or the Spirit abſtratly conſidered 
from the written word] or how unfair and 
fallacious in ſo doing, if acquainred with 
his writings, 1 ſhall give ſome paſſages out 
of his Inſticutions. 


Thar is, in Engliſh. 

Nam cam human* For when the mindof 
tate, Snaſbe —_ Man, for its weakneſs, 
null modo queat , nia, <ovId by no way come 
ſacre exin werho alta tO God, unleſs helped 
& ſublevata,omncs tune and aſſiſted by his Holy 
— _ _- Word, it was neceſſary 
ers bone nes Ohat all Men, the Jews 
ſuit in vanitate atqus excepted; did walk in 
errare wirdarr, Caivn vanity and error,becauſc 
Infht. Lib. 1. £6. $-4- they ſought God with- 

out the Word. 

Thus we ice, according to Calvin, how 
neceſlary was the Word of God, to wit, the 
Dottrine outwardly delivered of God to 
Men, by the Holy Prophets, to bring them 
to God, out of error and vanity , /for by 
the Holy Word, it is manifeſt, Calvis meant 
not the Light within, which all Mankind 
had, as well as the Jews, but the curward 
Word of Dettrine delivered by the Prophets, 
according to P/al. 147. 19 He ſbewed bis 
Word unto Jacob, &c. The which external 
Word, he calls, Sett. 1. Alind & melinu 
adminiculum, 1. e. another and better belp, 
which was neceſſary, to dire us rightly to 

the 
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the Creator of the World, comparing it 
with waatever othcr helps ©-od had given 
to Mankind, ( withour them or within 
them, ) Which he calls, Communta ills Do» 
cumentas , thok common Deocawments, the 
which external Word, { he faith)is KRetticr & 
Certior ad TILL Coomoſcen 9/7 Mota, ©, &. 2 
more right and more fure Mark, whereby 
to know him, which allo he calls, the Rule 
of the Eternal verity,and cap. 9. Set. r.l.1. inſt. 
He calleth them Nebulones 5. 6. Kn IVES, and 
Chargeth them with MNefarzous Sacriledge, 
that divide the Word, to wit, the exter- 
nal Word from the Spirit, which God hath 
Joyned together by an inviolable Bond ; 
and in the Title of that Chapter, he calleth 
them Fanaricks, and faith, TI hey overthrow al 
the Praicip es of Feery, T9 deſpiſing the Scrip= 
tae, (to wit, conſidered as the Rule) flee over 
te Revelation, pretending to be taught by the 
Spwit, without the external Word. Whereit 
Is evidert, he doth not mean, that who- 
ever arctaught by the ourward Word, are 
ſufficiently ta1yhrt, without che Spirit; but 
that wWhocver arc t 13410 YaV1 igls , T0 cnow 
God as the Creator, or Chriſt the Redeem- 
er, they are tavght of the Spirit, with and 
by the external Word, as the inſtrument of 
the Spirit which he hath given to us, for a 
Rule of Faith and Life,nort that it's the Role 
to the Spirit, but the Rule to us of the 
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Spirits giving and preparing, and which 
he perſwades us to be Iruth, by his ſecret 
operation in us- And as unfair and fallaci- 
ous as W. P. hath been, in wreſtin:, miſap- 
plying and abuſing Ca/vins words, to prove 
that he was not of another Mind, than 
W. P. vit. That the Scriptures is not the 
Rule of Faith and Life, he is as unfair, ab- 
ſurd and fallacious in his quoting other 
late Proteſtant Authors, as Biſh. Jewel, Dr. 
Ames, Dr. Owen, all which are ſufficiently 
known by their Books to be of a contrary 
Mind, as much, as one thing can be to ano- 
ther : The Quotations indeed taken our of 
thoſe Authors, prove, that they did aſſert 
the neccſhty of the Spirits inward Opera: 
tion, in the Souls of Men, to perſwade them, 
to believe the Truth of the Scriptures, 
and the necehiry of his Internal Humination, 
to give the Saving underſtanding of them, 
as particularly the quotation given out of 
F. Catvin mnſtit. lib. 1. c-Y$. who gives the 
Senſe of all thoſe Anthors, and indeed of all 
true Chriſtians, viz. It is necellary , the 
ſame Spirit, that ſpake by the Mouth of 
the Prophers, ſhould pierce into our Hearts, 
to perſwade us, that they faithfully deliver- 
ed that which was committed to themof 
God, which he illuſtrates by the word 
Obſignare, elſewhere in that Book, that is, 
by Sealing to the truth of themz but this 
does 
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does not prove that this inward Obſigna- 
tion of the Spirit is the Rule of Faiths 
evenin Calvin's ſenſe ; or that the Scripture 
was not that Rule. 

Page 36 its ſtrange that W. P. ſhould 
bring a proof again(t theLawfulne(s of Swear- 
ing,trom the Convittion of rheLight within 
ſome 7ews,long before Chriſt came,to wit,the 
Eſſems, that when the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament made it lawful to Swear, in ſome 
Caſes, (if W. P. believes that the Spiritof 
God did Ditate theſe Scriptures) that the 
ſame Spirit in the Eſem ſhould teach them 
that it was unlawtut, even while the Mo- 
laical diſpenſation was yet ſtanding. But 
how proves he that the Efem did think 
Swearing unlawful, from a Conviction of 
the Light withia them, when others of the 
moſt faithful of the Jews, both then and be- 
fore that time did Judge Swearing Lawful, 
and that from the declared and revealed 
Will of God, in the Old Teſtament, that 
came from the Light within, in Moſer and 
the Prophets, that was in force until 
Chriſt ſuffered, as to all the other parts of 
it. If he will allow, that the eternal Pre- 
cepts of the Spirit in the Conſcience, com- 
mand one thing to ſome, and the quite con- 
tradictory to another, ſurely at this rate, 
the Light within muſt be a very uncertain 
Rule, for by this Conceſſion, oue may take 
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the liberty to ſay, bis Light within com- 
mands him to Kill, to Stcal, to commit 
Adultery,though the ſame Light in another 
forbids it. 1 had thoaght, that by the Erer- 
precepts in the Contcience, WV. P. kad meant, 
thoſe unchangeable Freceprts, and Laws of 
Juſtice and Temperance, &c. which in 
all Ages have been the {ime to all Men, and 
will ever be the fame to all, fo long as the 
World laſteth. But now ir ſeems, even the 
Precepts of Light within are not Erernal, 
but Temporal, and may be changed, and 
one may be commanded to Swear, or per- 
mirted without Sin to Swear, and another 
forbidden. But there are two things that 
W., P. in his inſtance of the EJeww (that 
would not Swear, Which he quotes out of 
Joſephus and Phils. TI hat they ſhon Oaths 
worſe than Perjury ; for they eſteem bim 
Condemned for a Lyer, who without it 
is not belicved,) ſhould prove, neither of 
which he hath done: Firſt, I hat they held 
it Ulnlawtil in any Caſe to Swear, cvyen 
when called before Authority, for it may 
rather be thought, it was common Swear- 
ing they were againſt, [ a thing that was too 
ordirary among the Jews, ] fecing the Law 
did allow Swearing in a Judicial way, 
Levit. <- that was then in force. Secondly, 
S1pnole they were againſt all Swearing,that 
they had this from the Light within them, 

It 
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it is much more probablegt was an erronious 
Opinion in them, which could not proceed 
from the Licht within, otherwite it had con- 
tradicted the ſtarding Law of God withour, 
then in force, which not only allowed Swear- 
ing, but commanded it upon neceſlary Occa- 
lions. And as idle and impertinent are his 
Inſtances of Pyrbageras, the Scythrans in King 
Alexander's time, and Clinas, all which lived 
ſome hundreds ot Years before Chriſt came in 
the Fleſh. Now it Swearing was lawful by the 
Law of God among the Jews in thoſe Apes, 
How can we {uppoſe it unlawtul among the 
Gentiles, tincet know not one Inftance can bc 
given, that the Light in any Genrile did con- 
demn what the Light within, or Law of God 
without,in the Jew: did juſtifhe, for this were 
to ſet Light againſt Light ? Ir's nothing to 
the purpole, it jome in theſe ancient Times 
were againſt Swearing, but the Queſtion is, 
W hither it was the Light in them that tavght 
them fo; or rather, whither it was not an 
erronous Opinion, lixe that of not cating 
Fleſh, faid ro Le taught alſo by Pythagoras, 
was thatithinks IF.F. trom the Light within? 
If fo, How docs the Light ion him allow him 
to cat it, and to rake his Iiberty in diverſe 
| thi: LS, that the Severity of Fyr a” er 4. JP, 
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the liberty to ſay, bis Light within com- 
mands him to Kill, to Stcal, to commit 
Adultery,though the fame Light in another 
forbids it. 1 had thought, that by the Erer- 
precepts in the Contcience, W. P. kad meant, 
thoſe unchangeable Freceprts, and Laws of 
Juſtice and Temperance, &c. which in 
all Ages have been the fime tro all Men, and 
will ever be the fame to all, fo long as the 
World laſteth. But now ir ſeems, even the 
Precepts of Light within are not Erernal, 
but lIemporal, and may be changed, and 
one may be commanded to Swear, or per- 
mirtcd without Sin to Swear, and another 
forbidden. But there are two things that 
W. P. in his inſtance of the EJewws (that 
would not Swear, Which he quotes out of 
Joſephus and Phils. That they hun Oaths 
worle than Perjury ; for they citeem bim 
Condemned for a Lyer, who without it 
is not believed,) ſhould prove, neither of 
which he hath done: Firſt, IT hat they held 
it Unlawtil in any Calc to Swear, cven 
when called before Authority, for it may 
rather be thought, it was common Swear- 
ing they were againſt, [ a thing that was too 
ordirary among the Jews, | fecing the Law 
did allow Swearing in a Judicial way, 
Levi. 5- that was then in force. Secondly, 
S1pnole they were againſt all Swearing,that 
they had this from the Light within them, 
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it is much morc probablegit was an erronious 
Opinion in them, which co id not proceed 
from the Licht within, otherwite it had con- 
tradicted the Rtardu gf Law of God withour, 
then in force, which not only allowed Swear- 
ing, but commanded it upon neceilary Occa- 
tons. And as idle and impertinent are his 
Inſtances of Pytbagores, the Scythbrans in King 
Alexander's time, and Clnar, all Which lived 
ſome hundreds of Years before Chriſt came in 
the Fleſh. Now it Swearing was lawful by the 
Law of God amorg the Jews in thole Apgcs, 
How can we {uppoſe it unlawtul among the 
Gentiles, fince | know not one Inftance can be 
given, that the Light in any Genmele did con 

demn what the Light within, or Law of God 
without,in the Jews did juſtihe, for this were 
to ſer Light againſt Light? It's nothing to 
the purpoſe, it lome in theſe ancient T imes 
were againſt Swearing, but the Queſtion is, 
W hither it was the Light in them that tavght 
them fo; or rather, whither It was not an 
erronious Opinion, xe that of not cating 
Fleſh, faid ro Tc taught allo by Pytbagoras, 
was that(thinks I. P.)from the Liebe within? 
If fo, How d« 10 him allow him 
to cat it, and to take his iDerty 1n diverfc 
thi £5, that The Severity of F yr ar er 4 Fo 

Arrive did not allow ? Whar if anv now [hovld 
ſay, thattheLl. { within them tor bids them 
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of their Error? If he bring Paul's words, or 
any other Scripture words to his Convittion, 
may he not anſwer, that the Scripture is not 
the Rule of his Faith, and W. P. hath con- 
firmed him, by his late Book that faith the 
ſame; and it the Light within, in the 
Efems , might contradict the Scripture of 
the Old Teſtament, why ay not the 
Light within in a Qacker, contradict the 
Scripture of the New Teſtament, both 
being given from the ſame Spirit ; and the 
Scripture of the Old 1eftament, as binding to 
the Jews, before Chriſt's Incarnation, as the 
Scripture of the New Teſtament is to the 
Chriſtians ſince. Aad how can W. P. prove, 
that Poligamy is acainſt the Light within? 
It is granted, that the New Teſtament for- 
bids it. But what then ; by W. P's Dodtrine, 
the greateſt things in the New Teſtament, 
arc not neceſlary abſolutely ro be believed, 
but upon Convittion of the Spirit, 5. e. upon 
a new Revelation, as that Chriſt was born of 
a Virgin, dved for our Sins, Fc. And he 
plainly tells us, Any ſach new Revelation i not 
meeeary : If this be not to turn People looſe, 
and ro run them into great Confuſion, Light 
azainſt Light, and Spirit againſt Spirit, 
while the Holy Scripture is denied to be the 
Rule of Faith and Life ; yes, a Role, 1 leave 
ro the Sober and Iatellivent to judge. 
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Sechon 18. 

A Correction of « I ay1ng # of W. Þ. Scan- 
dalous and Offenive to Chriſtian Ears, 
Thar Men are not like to be informed 
of the Know led; Zc and E X PCT ICNCE ot 
the New Birth, "from our Saviour's 
words to Nicodemas, Fohn 3. Nor can 
that Scripture be my Rule (/atth he) 
in that hcavenly travel, &c. Neither 
can any other W riting whatever, 


Page 29- ERE I find one paſlage more 

in this book of IW. F's, that 1 
am fure greatly derogartes from the Scrip- 
rures, and is juſtly offenſive to Chriſtian 
Ears. Having quoted our Saviour s words 
to Nicodemons, that he faith may be crecired 
Hiſtorically, that wnleſs a Man be born 47 41m, 
be Cannet ſee the Kingdom of God, John 3+ 
Fat what #& that fairh NC) ts the A nowledge and 
F xperience of the new Birth, that they art neve? 
live to be 1 for med T4 there N or Car roma Cr up* 
rare be my ARale in that beaventy Travel, ve- 
[petting !he many and Werder fu I rials and Ex- 
ereafer, FORdr a7 FO or ATT WI2 IT FAC WAY 08 If, 
Nether can any other Writing whatever 
I bu Only « the Office of that Spirit and Word 
[mmurtal , by Worch we de Proatrent again. 
| anſwer, Herc he excludes not only that 
Place 
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place above mentioned, buc the whole S-rip- 
tare, trom being inſtrumental to our Intor- 
mation, and plainly denies that any can be 
informed of it rhere ;, this is indeed ro make 
it not only not the Rule, but not a Rule in 
this preat caſe. Burt his aſſertion is extream- 
ly falls, the place quored (Jobs 3. 3,8-) in» 
forms 11s of the neceſſiry of Regeneration ; 
and re of ” wINC words informs 1 S, of the 
way and mauner how 1t is wrought, to wit, 
by the Spirit, as the principal Ethcicat, and 
by Faith in thc Son of Man, as toc Inſtry- 
mental caoſc; v. 14, 15, 16. an* this Faith 
is wrought initromcnrally, by tic +-- ards 
and Dotrine of the GLolpel, called by 1 aah, 
( Komn 0. T7 } [ be Form, or Patrern, of Do- 
(Irmme, whercunto the believing Kamans were 
delivered, as the Metra? that is mcited into 
the Mould, that frames it into a Veolſlcl. 
| will 7, P, Layethat hi and Irs Srethrens 
Preaching and Words, inform People no- 
thing of Regeneration, nor of the manner 
of it, and the feveral Reps in the progreſs 
of it. If not, their Preaching fo much of 
the New Firth , and the manner of it (at 
lcaſt as they thiak) is very unprofitable; 
bat if they think their Preaching profitable, 
to inform concerning Repgeneration,and man- 
ner of it, then their Preaching muſt be ber- 
tcr than the whole > TIDTUre. Had he laid 
the Scripture without the Spirit cannot 
guide 
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guide or diree* us in the way of Regeneras- 
tion, nor be inftrumental towards it, with- 
out the fame, hc hadmnor been ro blame, all 


rruce Chriſtians fay the fame ; but to exclude 
the Scriptures, that is, the Word and Do- 
Atrine contained 1n the Scriptures, from be- 


ing ſo much as an Organ or Inſtrument in 
the hand of the Spirit, as the Spirit giveth 
Efficacy to it, is extreamly falſe and erront- 
ous, and contradicts the Scriptures I eftr- 
mony , and the Experience of I houſands , 
who can fet to their Seal, that the Spirit of 
God has made the Scriptures, to wit, the 
Word and Dottrine delivered in them, In- 
Rrumental, both to thei nvition and 
Converhon.Surcly James was of another mind 
than W. PF. who faid, That the Faithful 
were begotten of the Will of God, by the 
Wora of Irath, and Pear laid, They were 
made Partakers of the Divine Nature, by the 
exceeding great | precious Promiſes , 
(which arc to be found in the Holy Scrip- 
tures) through the Operation of the Divine 
Power. And as falle it 1s, what he faith, 
That Experience (to wit, of the New Birth, 
mu/t Fo before all | fr anal SErIpenre Mean- 
ing the Doctrine delivercd in the Scripture, 
which was the fame before it was written : 
T his 15 to fer the Cart before the Horſe, as 
the Proverb is, or the Fruit before the Seed ; 
Are Men regencrated in Blindneſs and lgno- 
rance, 
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rancec, or rather arc they not renewed in 
Knowledge? And this Knowledge, doth it 
not preſuppoſe ſome daftrinal Principles, of 
which Mco muſt be firſt convinced ? Has the 
Doctrine of the great Love of God, in ſend- 
ing his Son into the World outwardly to 
dye for us, and inwardly to enlighten us , 
no Infleence on our Regeneration ? Was 
Adam regenerated, betore God gave him the 
Promiſe of the Womans Seed, atter his Fall / 
by his aſſertion it muſt be fo, which is won- 
derful Ignorance! Is he fo little acquainted 
with the Holy Scriptures, as not to have 
ken the Lineaments, Steps and Progrels of 
the New Birth, fairly deligeated, and the 
whole manner of ir, as clearly as any Coun- 
try can be delineated in the faireſt Map , 
with all the ſeveral Roads; but as the Map 
can be of nouſe to a blind 'Man, though to a 
ſeeing, it is of great uſe; fo to a Man whom 
the Spirit of God has in ſome meaſure en- 
lightned, the Scriptures arc as ſerviceable, as 
a Map toa l raveller,yea,aud inuch more,they 
arc really the Inſtrument of the Spirit, both 
for convincing and converting Men, and the 
Rule according to which the Spirit leads 
them,in the various Reps of it. It is grauted, 
That the Expericace of Regeneration, in 
whom it is wrought, is much more than any 
verbal account of it by the beſt of words, 


and gives a Man in ſome reipedt, a more fa- 
tisfatory 
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tisfatory Knowledge of it, than any Man 
can have by Scripture words, or any words 
whatſoever, who is not himiclt regenerated, 
as the tight of a Country is more, and gives 
a Man a more fatisfattory account of it, than 
all verbal Deſcriptions or Maps can do, to 
him that never was in the Country. Yet this 
proves not,but that the Geographical account 
of thatCountry by words and Maps, truly and 
accurately given, by Men of great Wiſdom 
and Sincerery, is of great Service and Advan- 
tage, both to Strangers who defire to fee the 
Country and live in it, and alſo to them that 
already live 10 it. And for all the great Con” 
ceit that WW. P. has of his knowledge of the 
great Myſtery of Regeneration, by his Ex- 
perience, of which he denieth, 7 bat the Seripe 
tures bave given bim any Information : Yet he is 
very ignorant of it ſtill, if he be of his former 
mind, as he wrote in his Preface to &. #F's 
Works, That Keg ener ation is 4 greater Myſtery 
than God manileſt in the Fleſh. Had W. P. con- 
ſulred Scripture, it would have better in- 
formed him, and to be ſure, the truce Expert- 
ence of Regeneration, never taught him any 
ſuch horrid and extreamly falic Allertion. 
Pate 31. He faith, The erowledge of theſe Fro- 
pheſies of Chrilt's Saff ering 1, wa by extra ds 
nary Revelation, net falling within the ordinary 
Dsſt overies, that ave abſolutely neceſſary to Man 1 
Salvation, by which be ſhews bus Power and Faith 
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fulneſs that be #4 God, and can foretel!, and will 
bring to paſi. But therefore muſt there be an ex+ 
tra dinary Light or Spirit, and not rather awex- 
traerdinary Supt and Senſe from one and the 
fame Light and Spiric in them 
Anſs. Firſt, this quite overthrows his No- 
tion of a general Rule, that muſt be once and 
the ſame to all Mankind ; for if the Prophets 
had extraordinary Revelation, concerning 
Chriſt's Sufferiags, which other Men have not 
that extraordinary Revelation, was the Rule 
of their Faith touching that matter, which 
could not be the Rule of Faith to them, who 
had no knowledge of that thing. Secondly, 
Though the inward extraordinary Revelati- 
on.given to the Prophets concerning Chriſt's 
Sofferings, was not neceTiry to others of rhe 
Faithful, who were not Prophets, for their 
Salvation; yet the Knowledge and Faith of 
them was neceſlary to Salvation by forme 
other means, to wit, by having the Doctrine, 
given to the Prophets by extraordinary Re- 
velation, preached, or coaveyed to the Faith- 
fol by the ordinary ourward means of Inſtru- 
(tion ; which differing manner of coavey- 
ance makes not any difference in the Do- 
Arrine, nor yet inthe Faith of it, for Matter 
and Subſtance. Thirdly, T hat he makes the 
Faith of Chriſt's Sufferings, none of the ab- 
ſolute Neceſlarics to our Chriſtianity and Sal 
vation, hecoanle not given to us, as it was to 
the 
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the Prophets by extraordinary Revelation. 
This plainly gives us 2 new and freſh Inſtance 
of his Deja and Paganiſm, appearing with 
open face ; for if the Faith of Chriſt's Suffer- 
ings be not neceſſary to our Salvation,becauſe 
we have it not given us by extraordinary Re- 
velation,as the Prophets had ( which is a falſe 
Conſequence) by the ſame reaſon, not one of 
the twelve Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, or 
any of the other Creeds,called the Niceze and 
Athanaflan, nor any one of the peculiar Do- 
Atrines and Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
are neceſſary to our Salvation,though we hear 
themdaily preached, or may daily read them 
in the Holy Scriptures, becaute by his falſe In- 
ference, not given us by extraordinary Reve- 
lation ; and at this rate no more Faith is ne- 
ceſſary to our Salvation, than what any /f- 
del Jew, or Mabometan, or Heathen may have, 
by the common DiCtates of the Light in every 
one of their Conſciences abſtrattly confider'd, 
withont all means of ourward Ilaftruction by 
the Holy Scriptures, which is a plain under- 
mining f the whole Chriſtian Religion, and 
introducing Deiſm and Pagan/m in its room, 
and is really a degree more remote fro Chri- 
ſtianity, than any Pelagianiſes or Sociniantſm. 
Fourthly, W hereas he querieth, Muff there be 
therefore an extraordinary Light or Spirit, and 
not rather an extraordinary Sight or Senſe, from 
me and the ſame Light and Spiris 18 them. 
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| anſwer, Taking Zaght and Sperir in the high- 
eſt ſenſe, to lignific Ged, Chriſt, or the Holy 
Spirit, it will not infer another £ogbe or Spe- 
ru, but another Ill amination, Infpiraticn and 
Revelation,as well 2s another 5:ghr and Senſe, 
proceeding from one and the tame Spuerir, and 
from ore and the fame Light, originally ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, that teacherth there is diverity of Ope- 
rations, Adminiſtrations ard Gitts, but eve 
God, ene Lord, and one Sperie, But the words 
and terms Liebe and Sprout Lometimes in Scrip» 
ture, ſignific ſome latcrnal Att of Nluminati- 
on,and Operation,and Oiit of rhe Spirit ; as 
when we read of the Zven Spirits of God in 
Scripture, and that God is called the Father 
of Lights, this doth not fignifie ſeven real di- 
ſtint Spirits of God, but fven Gifts or Vic- 
tues,and Operations of one and the ſame Spi- 
rit: And becauſe there are ſeveral forts of 
Illuminations, proceeding from one Light ori- 
ginally, which ts Gcd, and the Divine Word, 
therefore they are called Lights; and in this 
ſenſe (fully agrecable ro Scripture) the Pro- 
phets and 1] the Pcn-men of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, may be ſaid to have had an extraordi- 
nary Light and Spirit,as well as an extraordi- 
nary Sight, tnat others of the Faithful had 
not,or now have not, and yet the Faith the 
ſame for Matter and Subſtance | for extraor- 
dinary Revelation, may be called extraordi- 

nary 
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nary Light well enough ] and alfo the Faith» 
ful may be {aid to have an extraordinaryLight 
and Spirit, that no Infidel Jew, Mabomeatan, 
Heathen or mecr Ho alift, Drift, or meer For: 
mal Profeſſor of Chriſtianity hath, to wit, in 
reſpe&t of the diverſity of the kinds and forty 
of the Illominations, according to the differ- 
ing ſubjets, that of the Prophets differing 
from that of other Faithful Men that were 
not Prophets, who yet had the ſame Faith, 


though not couveyed by the fame manner of 


llammation, and the IMumination of the 
Faithiul differing from the common Illumi- 
nation,given in common to Mankind, whictr 
in the reſpetts above-mentioned, may be faid 
to be terre Several Lag bes and Sperats, accord- 
ing to the three ſeveral fubjedts, all which arc 
but originally one and the fame; like to which 
we have an Example in the Beams of the Sun, 
that remaining the fame in their nature, yet 
according to the differing Mediums and Sad- 
et; of reception, ſeem wonderfully diverſt- 
hed, fo that palling through Glaſiles of ſeve- 
ral colours,as green,red, blev and yellow,the 
Beams or Rayes, will have theic diftering col 
ours, which diveriity proceeds not from the 
nature of the Sun-beams,bur the differing Me- 
dHoms and Sabjets ; and thus allo the fame 
Inflacnce of the Sun, melreth Wax and hard- 
neth Clay z and operating on a Field where 
Barley is Owncontributes to produce a Crop 
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of Barley; bot operating on a Field where 
Wheat is lown,contribntes to produce a Crop 
of Wheat, from the differing Seeds and Sub- 
jets it works upon. 


Section 19, 

His Definition of the Tudge of Contro- 
ver ſie, lame and fallactous, as his Defint- 
tion of the general Rale and Faith; in 
what Senſe the Spirit is the Judge of 
Controverſie, quoad nos,.e. as to us, 


Hus having gone through,and examined 
all that 1 have oblerved in his Book, 
giving his Reaſons and Arguments, 7 hat the 
Seriptare w not the Kale of Faith and Life, but 
the Light in every Conſcience; and having 
ſhewn the Weaknels, yea the Falſlity of them, 
I thought it not neceſſary to take notice of 
his Enlargemears and Amplifications on his 
ſeveral Arguments, but anſwer to the Argu- 
ment it ſelf, wherein its trength ſeemed to 
lye. I ſhall be brief in my Examination and an- 
{wer to his ſecond part,to wit,concerning the 
Jadge of Controverſie, for, becauſe it hath 
ſuch a neceſſary Connexion with the former, 
the former being clearly diſcuſſed, the latter 
will calily be determined. 
Page 39. He gives us his explanation , 
what he means by theſe Terms, gp ans 
v1.- 


| 
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Controverſie. 4 Jadre ( faith he) ir ove 
that bas mor Ty power 77 arteries but diſ- 
cerning ts do of rifhely. Controverſic 11 4 dg*+ 
bate berwern ws parties, about we ruth or 
F alſhood, to be deter muned by that Judge R:T 
as he wronzly ſtated the Queſtion in the 
hicſt part, about the Rule, lo here he is very 
ſhort in Rating the Controveriie about the 
Judge. It is without all Queſtion, among, 
all that own that there is one great God Al- 
mighty, that he is the Great and Supreme 
Judge, of what is Icurh and what is not, 
vniverfally, and that moſt pertiecitly and 
infallibly ; and all that believe in Chriſt and 
in the Holy Spirit, do own that Chriſt and 
the Holy Spirit, together with the Father, 
are that Supreme Judge , as they are one 
and the ſame Supreme God ; and not only fo, 
bur all true Chriſtians own, that Chriſt, as 
the Son of Man,has all Judgment commirrted 
to him, and is both Head and Judge in his 
Charch. Now that wherein WF. PF. is ſhort 
12 ſtating the Queſtion here is, that he doth 
not aſhgn the truc Rule, whereby the Judge, 
to wit, God, Chriſt and the Spirit, doth 
give forth a definitive Judgment, to be un- 
derſtood and received, by the Members of 
the Church of Chriſt. Neither God, nor 
Chriſt, nor the Holy Spirir, need the Scrip- 
ture, to give a Judgment, as to themſelves, 
their knowledge of what is Truth, and 
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what is not fo, is wholly independent from 
the Scripture, but the Queſtion is to be * 
thus Natcd, W hat Kule, Standard or Mca- 
fore, God, Chriſt and the Spirit has given 
to the faithful, in particular, and to the 
whole Church in general, kice the Dodtrine | 
of the truc Faith was committed to wri- | 
ting, whereby they may underſtand, and 
know, the true Judgment and determinati-! 
on of God, #nd Chriſt, and the Holy Spi-! 
rit, the Supreme Jdge of Controverhe. ! 
Truc it is, that the Law-piver is the beſt! 
interpreter of any point that may concern 
his own Law, and therefore as God is the 
Law-maker, fo he is the Supreme Judge! 
and Interpreter of his Law. Bur as an 
Earthly Law-giver, foppole an Earthly 
King, with the conſent of the great Counr! 
ſel of the Nation, gives forth his Laws to} 
his Subjets, if any Controverſie ariſe about] 
the true ſenſe of thoſe Laws, the King and| 
his Counſcl rhat made thoſe Laws, is to de-< 
termine the Controverhic by the Laws them 
ſelves,one part of theLaw ſerving as aKey,td 
open What is hard to be underſtood in ano! 
ther part of it. Thus it is in this Nation 
and commonly in all Nations, for the La 
is ſuppoſed ro be fuch a pertet Law, lati: 
and Compleat, that the Senſe of it need 
not be given by giving forth any new Law 
to give the ſenile of the former ; nor ovgh 
an 
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21y Subiet to preſume to give his private 
laterpretat ion of tl + Law, by any private 
Gloſs or Senic, whi h ne cannot demon. 
rate from the Lan i* felt 6 Jas It's thus, 
2s to the Laws of Men, how much more is 
It 10, 2a5to the Laws of God £ the Laws of 
Mena twwced , receive frequently new Addi- 
tions and Aitcrations, and yer This cannot 
be dure, but by Publick Authority : Bug 
the Law ang Rnls of Faith ard Lite, that 
God tas given to the Faithful, and to his 
Charch, now under the New Teſtament, is 
io full, perfect and comrrebenfive, that is, 
fully Suſh rent without any Additior; and 
if 1t can be fupputcd, thiut it may pleaſe God 
to give forth any new Laws to tis Church, 
it muſt be allowed, that there mult te the 
lame Evidence, and groand of receiving 
them to be luch, as was given for the Old 
Teſtament by Afoſer, and for the New 
Teſtament by Chriſt. Now had i. F. fairly 
Rated the queſtion, he ſhouid have ſtared 
it thus, Whither the Spirit of Chriſt, 
(whoſe Judgment and Determination is all 
one with that of Chriſt and the Father) 
doth give his Judgment to the Church, and 
the Members of it, by any other Law or 
Rule, Mcature or Standard, than what is 
already to befound in the Holy Scriptures, 
whether relating to Articles of Faith, or 
poltive Precepts of revealed and inſtituted 
K 4 Religion, 
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Religion, by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the 
New Teſtament. Or whither the Spirit 
gives this Judgment, not by the Doctrines 
and Precepts contained in the Scriptures, 
bur by the common diſcoveries and Diftates 
of the Light within every Man's Confſci- 
ence, which are commonly the lame, and of 
the fame exrent in all Mankind, be they 
Tew: and Mabometans, and Pains abroad, 
or Deiſts at home here in England or elie- 
where : Or laſtly, whitber by any new par- 
ticular Dif. overies, Revelations or Dictates, 
and new Preceprts of the Spirit, not former- 
ly given, either to Mankind in general, or 
to the Church in particular. To the firſt, 
all ſound Chriſtians agree. T he Second is, 
the fence of W. P. and thoſe of his Fre- 
thren of the Second Days Meeting that 
have aj proved his Book. The third 1s, the 
ſence of ſome of the chief Teachers and 
Leaders, that firſt aroſe among the Quakers, 
that did aftirm, they had new Commands 
given from the Spirit, by immediat Revela- 
tion from Heaven, ſome of which are nei» 
ther the common Dictates of the Light in 
every Conſcicace of Mankind, nor to be 
foand in the Scriptures, cither exprelly, or 
by any neceſſary conſequence from them. 
And indeed the firſt Teachers and Leaders 
among that People,did not think it worth 
while, to prove thei» **<ftrine, or warrant 

their 
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their Interpretations, by conlequences from 
Scripture; but the general proot was, T7 bas 
it the Word of the Lord ante you; forC. F. 
(ſee his Journal) plainly told, that when he 
firſt came forth, he was commanded of God, 
to fay thee and meas to every Man to whom 
he ſpoke, and not to put off his Hat to any : 
Alſo the ſerting up of Womens Government 
in their Mectings, diſtin from the Men, by 
the more devour fort, who did think, and 
ſtill thiak, that G. F. was a Prophet, as im- 
mediately fent as Afoſer, or any other, is 
Judged to have been by a Divine Authority 
and Power in G. F. without any depen- 
dance on Scriptare Rule, or ſecking to 
fiſh it by conſequence from Scripture. And 
pray what need is there to bring Scrip* 
ture proof, for any thing that Men cither 
believe or practile, cither by conſequence or 
expreſs words, ſeeing that is not the Rule 
of either Faith or practiſe, but the Light in 
every Conicience, as WV. PF. faith here in 
this Book, or ſome New Revelation, or 
diſcovery, that neither Jews nor Tarts, ror 
other Deift; have, nor all Chriffendem, but 
only and alone, the People called @xaters. 
But it theſe new Revelations be theirKule in 
the Caſe, it quite overturns W. Fs Fabrick, 
of ſetting up # general Rule of Faith and 
Life in every Man's Conſcience. For a new 
Revelation, that only one pert of Mankind 
hath, 
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hath, cannot be a general Rule. W. P. 
makes not the Lizht withia (which he will 
have to be the Spirit, or God himfeli, or 
Chriſt in every Man,) abſtrattly conſidered 
from the inward difcoverics, Dictates 21 
Precepts there delivered, to be the ger 
Rule, which he calls the Evernal Preceys 
of the Spirit in the Conſcience, and the No- 
ble precepts writ in Man's Heart, Phraics 
that be has borrowed from ſome Heathen 
writers, as Pythagorrr ard Soptecler, and 
which are to be owacd 1 "<tr place, to be 
ſuch, and to be a penerali '* of moral 
Juſtice and Temperance, a* is abu-* owned 
bart not cither the gener?! Rule of ©c Chri- 
ſtian Religion, with reſpet ro its pernliar 
Dottrines, and Precepts , nor indeed 1o 
much as any Rule at all in that ſtate; nor 
indeed is it at all proper to call the Spirit 
the Role in his Senſe,but rather the Diates 
and diſcoveries of the Spirit, which W. P. 
calls fomertimes Revelation, to wit, Internal, 
and the Internal T eftimeny of the Spirit, Eter- 
nal Precepts and noble Laws writ in all Men's 
Hearts; for the Spirit abſtratly conſidered, 
from all Internal and External diſcovery, 
Revelation and Teſtimony, teacheth Men 
nothing at all, and therefore can be no Rule 
to them, as ſuch. And fecing W. P. bath 
caſt away the Holy Scriptures from being 
the Role of Faith and Praftiſe even to us 
Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, that is, all and every one of the 
peculiar DoQtrines and Precepts of Chriſti 
anity, that arc to be fure no part of thoſe 
Eternal Precepts and Laws writ in all Mens 
Conſciences, not one of them, nor all of 
thoſe peculiar Doctrines and Precepts, are 
ſo much as a part of the Chriſtians Rule of 
Faith and Life xz for if it were, then the 
Chriſtians, the Deifts, the Mabomerans, and 
Infidel Jews, ſhonld not have one general Rule 

of Faith and Life, which he contends for. 
Page 41. He propoſeth an Objection, and 
pretends to folve it. Obj. Ft i ne the 
Scripture the Judge of Controverſie, (He 
ſhould rather have made the Objetion run 
thus, Is not the Scripture the Rule, where- 
by the Spirit of I ruth, who is properly the 
Jndge, doth by his inward ordinary illumi- 
nation in the Faithful, determine the Con- 
troverhe, in all the neceſſary things of Sal+ 
vation ? Yea, and alſo in many other things, 
though not abſolutely ne: eflary, yet very 
profitable.) He Anſwers. How can that 
be, ſince the O weſt ron moſt times ariſes 4 bout 
the meanmy of Scripture ! | reply, YET (111 
the Scripture is the proper Rule ro derer- 
mine the Controverhie, even when the queſti- 
on ariicth about the meaning of the derlp- 
tare ;, becaule what ſeemerth obſcure in ſome 
places of Scripture are, opened and made 
plaia by other plain places of Scripture, 
treating 
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treating on the ſame Subject, that are as a 
Key to open them, with out any other Rule 
than the Scripture it ſelf; only there is need 
of the Spirits Internal Illumination and afſiſt- 
ance to help us to uſe that Key, eſpecially in 
reference to the ſaving knowledge of them, 

He proceeds in his anſwer to the Objetti- 
On, laying, Is there any place (to wit, in Scrip- 
ture) tells ws, without Imterpretation, whither the 
Socinian or Trinitarian be an the right, in their 
diff ering Apprehenſtons of the Three that bear re- 
cord, &c. Alſo the Homonſian and Arian about 
Chriſt s Divinity,or the Papiſts or Proteſt ants aboat 
Tranſubſtantiation.lf then things are leſt wadefin d 
and nndetermined, 1 mean luerally and expreſly 
in the Seriptare , and that the Queſtion ariſes 
about the Senſe of words, Doth the >criptare de- 
termine which of theſe Interpreters hit the mark ? 
From all which he concludes, that not the 
Scripture, but the Interpretation muſt de- 
cide the Matter in Controveriic, and that In- 
terpretation muſt he given from the Spirit 
of God, to be a true and infallible Interpre- 
tation. 

Anſw. Seeing that Interpretation, accord- 
ing to W, P. cannot be given from the Spirit, 
without an extraordinary Revelation, the 
things in Controverhie, being ſuch (accord- 
ing to W. P's Phraſe and Confeſſion, P. 31.) 
as fall not within the ordinary Diſcoveries, 
that are abſolutely neceſſary to Man's Salva- 
tion ; 


_ 
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tion; and that W.P. alſo grants, that he 
and his. Brethren have no fuch extraordi- 
nary Revelation, for it is not needful, being 
none of the abſolute Neceſlaries to our Salve 
tion,P 33. It evidently follows,that neither 
W.P. nor any of his Brethren,nor indeed any 
other Men now living whatſoever, have any 
certainty w hither the Sociman or Trintarian 
be in the right ; that is, whither Chriſt is 
God, and whither Chriſt had any Exiſtence 
before Mary ; and whither Chriſt be in any 
of the Faithful, yea or nay ; yea W. P. hath 
no certainty of this Fundamental Principle, 
that Chriſt is in him, or in any of his Bre- 
threnz the preat reaſon of their Aſlertion, 
that Chriſt is in them, being, that Chriſt is 
God ; fo that if it be not certain from Scrip- 
ture, that Chriſt is God ; and if the Socimar 
Dettrine ſhould prove true,that Chriſt is only 
a Man, it will evidently follow, (as 1 think 
W. P. will grant) that it is utterly falſe, that 
Chriſt is in any Men whatſoever ; and that 
that Light that is in Men, even the moſt 
Faithful, is not Chriſt; for how can that, 
which is only a meer Man, and a meer Crea- 
ture, [ as the Socimans fay that Chriſt only is] 
be in all Men. Again, If it cannot te deter- 
mined from Scripture,withour extraordinary 
Revelation, (which W. P. grants, neither he 
nor his Brethren have,as touc hing thele Mat- 
ters,) whither the Arians or the Homenſtans be 
in 
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in the right ; it evidently followeth;that nel- 
ther W. 7. nor his Brethren,are certain, whi- 
ther the word mentioned John 1. 1. be any 
other than a meor Creature; and conſequeor- 
ly they are not certain, but that they them- 
ſelves are Idolaters , who give any Divine 
Worſhip to Chriſt, as he is that Word. Alſo 
if it be not certain from Scripture, whither 
the Papiſts or Proteſtants be in the right about 
Tranſubſtantiation, without extraordinary Re- 
velation, according to W. F's way of arguing, 
If the Papiſts ſhould happen to be in the 
right, and W. P, by his Confeſſion, knoweth 
nothing to the contrary but that they are, 
he and his Brethren ſhould be guilty of hor- 
rid Contempt and Blaſphemy , to call that 
which is the Body of Chriſt, nothing but 
Bread. And is not this Aſſertion of W. P. a fair 
Inlet to Popery, that the Scripture doth not 
derermine expreſly, without Interpretation, 
and that laterpretation cannot be had with- 
out new Revelation, whither the Papiſts Do- 
Atrine of Tr anſubſt antiation be troe? 30 that ro 
him at preſent, it is a Matter of lndifferency ; 
and if 1, P. ſhould turn Papiſt, or ſuppoſe 
him to be one, when he declares himſelf, he 
needs only pretend a Revelation for that and 
all the other Martrers in Controverſic betwixt 
Proteſtants and Papiſts, to juſtific him, and 
prove him to be no Changeling. And at this 
rate of IW. F's arpuing, not only all the pecu- | 
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liar DoQrines of Chriſtianity are wholly na- 
certain, and Paps/ts, Socintanr and Arian, and 
other the worſt of Hereticks,that oppug,a the 
Chriſtian DoQtrine and Faith, may happen to 
be in the right,and theſe called the Orthodox 
to be in the wrong; but the great Funda- 
mental of the al wer; 1S Overthrown,and ren- 
dred uncertaia alſo; yea, this very Pofition, 
that he laboareth fo mnch to cſtabliſh, T hat 
not the Scriptures, but the Light in every Man's 

Conſcience, 14 the Kule of Faith and Life 10 every 
Man. For this Poſition of his, 15 nor literally 
and expreſly in the Scripture; ſo that ac- 
cording to W. PF. not the Scripture, but his 
and his Brethrens Interpretation moſt derer- 
mine this Controveriic ; and this cannot be 
done without extraordinary Rervelacion, it 
being none of thoſe things that fall within 
the ordinary Diſcoveries of Men, to wit, that 
the Light in every Man's Conſcience is Chriſt, 
and God, for then Chriſt would be God, and 
the Secimans would be Blaſphemers that deny 
him fo to be, By all which it evidearly ap 
pears, that this Argument of W. F. not only 
renders all the peculiar DoQtrines of Chriſti- 
anity meer Scepticilan and Uncertainty ; but 
the great Fundamental of the &#atgrr,a5 con- 
cerning the Light being Chriſt in them, and 


the Rule of their Faith, to be equally Sceprti- 


cilm and Uncertainty, But that he faith, 
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ture literally and expreſly, is falſe ; for it is 
ia ſeveral places literally and expreſly aftirm'd 
that Chriſt is God, and that and many other 
1raoths foppoie not literally and exprefly 
mentioned in Scripture, yet by good and ne- 
cellary Conſequences, without all extraordi- 
nary Revelation from plain places of Scrip- 
ture,can be certainly inferred. And if he will 
not allow that there is any certainty by ar- 
guing from the Scriptures,by Conſequences of 
true Reaſon, his whole Diſcourſe in this his 
Book that 1 am now anſwering is difallows- 
able, tor he has not brought one place of 
Scripturegthar literally and expreſly ſaith,the 
Scripture 15 not the Rule of Faith,or that the 
Light in every Man's Conſcience is; and he 
doth not _—_ to extraordinary Revelati- 
on in the Caſe; and if he did or ſhall, bemuſt 

ive us leave to diſtruſt him, varil he bring 
iufficicnt Evidence for it, which 1 believe he 
will never be able todo: Yea, the Falfity of 
his Realonings by way of Conſequence, to 
prove his Polition, That net the Scripture but the 
Light in every Man's Comſcience i the Rule of 
Faith and Life, is evidently apparent, from 
the aniwers already given. Aad ſuppoſe he 
ſhould pretend to extraordinary Revelation 
in the caſe, and that that is the ground of his 
Certainty, and Rule of his Faith, even that 
Pretence deſtroyeth his Fabrick;z for ſeeing 
all Mcn have not that extraordinary Revela- 
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tion,it cannot be a general Rule.If he ſay, The 
common dilcovery that every Man hath , 
teacheth him ſafficiearly without citherScripy 
tore of extraordinary Revelation, That the 
Light in every Man's Conſcience is the Rule 
of Faith. 1 anſwer, How can that be,unleſs it 
were a ſelf-evident Propofition, as that the 
whole u greater than the part 5, and if it be a ſelt- 
evident Propoſition, why hath W.?P. taken fo 
great pains to prove it ? Men commonly thiok 


| it needleſs, to prove any ſelf-evident Propok- 


tion,and properly freaking, it is impoſlible to 
be proved. Bur it his faid Poſition has no ſelf- 
evidence of the Troth of ir, how ſhall it be 
Sroved ? not from Scripture, for that would 
make the Scripture the Role; nor from Hu- 
mane Reaſon, for that woold make Homane 
Reaſon the Rule, which W.P. ſeems not to ſer 
up for the Rule. Ir is granted, that the Lighr 
in every Man's Conſcience, in reſpect of ſome 
Moral Principles of Juſtice and Temperance, 
has a Self evidence, and fo far is a Rule ; but 
that it is the Rule of Faith to Chriſtians is 


Idenicd ; and by whatever Medium he proveth 


it,that muſt be his Kale, by his manner of ar- 
ging, which runs him into the like vitious 
Circle as the Papilts are run into, when they 
prove the certainty of Ircadition by the 
-horch, and the certainty of the Church by 
radition ; fo W. P. proves, that the Light 
ithin is the Role of Faith by the Scripture, 
ind the certaiaty of the Scripture by the 
ight within. L Sect 
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Seftion 20. 
His Propoſal of the way, to determine all Contro- 
verfie deſtr ultroe to the Chrijtian Religen, lets 
in Deiſm and Heatheniſm to overſpread the 
World, a Remedy worſe than the Diſeaſe. Hu 
msſ1 epreſent ation of ſouna Proteſt am1,and falſe 
and wncharitable Judgment of them. Several 
Seriprave places, that prove the Dettrine of the 
Holy Scrigtres to be the Rule of Fanth and Lije, 

to all Chriſtian People. 
Confels he hath one very notable and 
plauſible Anſwer to an Objeftion made 
y himſelf PF. 44. were it as true, as ſeemingly 
fair and plauſible. The Objeftion is this, 
How will this deter mine Contreverſie, (viz, to 
caſt away the Scriptures from being the gene- 
ral Rule of Faith and Life, and to fet up the 
Light in eyery Man's Conſcience, according 
to the general Diſcoveries it gives toall Man- 
kind) and ailay the Fary of Debates that are on 
foot in the World. He anfwereth roundly, Ne- 
thing libe its, if Aer adbere ſo ut But firſt were 
it true, it would have this miſchievous and 
yet moſt neceſſary Conſequence,that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion would be utterly loſt, ſo far as 
it hath any peculiarity, or peculiar Dignity, 
Worth and Advantage, above Deiſm or Pa 
ganiſm. A rare Cure indeed, that W. P. here 
preſcribes to all Chriſtendom, to heal their 
Breaches, and end the Diſputes and Contro- 
verſics betwixt the worſt tort of Hereticks, 
and the moſt Orthodox Chriſtians ; and be- 
twixt 
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twixt Papiſtsand Proteſtants ; ſuch a Remedy 
here preſcribed by him,is worſe than the Dit 
caſe. He ſaith, Moſt Perfwalions (be ſhonld have 
come out more plainly with his Expedient, 
ſaying,moſt Heretichs, Arrans,\ eſterians,Sabel- 
lian, atychrans, and them of che oppoſed fjae 
called Orthodox, yea, P apiſts and Proteft ants ) 
agree in his general Rule of Faith and Lite, 
that is, they own the common and general 
DiRates of the Light in the Conſcience, and 
ſo doth the civilized part of the whole 
World of Mankind, and agrec about what he 
makes the abſolute Necellaries,viz That God 
is, that he is a Rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek him; that the way of God is a 
way of Purity,Patience, Meceknets, Cc. with- 
out which no Man ſhall fee the Lord. Now all 
Hereticks commonly (few | think excepred) 
own theſe Generals, and many of them have 
Moral Lives ; Is this enough to their eternal 
Salvation, though they deny the Lord that 
bought them with his precious Blood, as he 
outwardly ſuffered on the Crofs,oo this pre- 
tence, that their general Rule tet up here by 
W.P.tcacheth them nothing of any fuch Lord 
that bought them,with any Blood outwardly 
ſhed for them? Is not this the ready way to 
open the Flood-rate, and to let 1n Deſm and 
Heathem/m,to over-run not only England, but 
all Chriſtendom ; and not only to deſtroy the 
Proteſtant Chriſtian Religion, but any re- 
mains of Chriſtian DoQtriue that arc in the 

L 2 Popiſh 
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Popiſh Countries ? But from this Cure of 

W.P. we have all great cauſe to pray, Good 

Lord delvver w. Hut nor would this Core he 

propuſeth,be ſucceſsful upon the Hypetbeſis of 

his general Kale, if univerſally received for a 

Rule. The Heathcn Philoſophers, many of 
whom profeſſed and owned the Light in every 

Conſcience, as it did cnlichten their Reaſon, 

yer how many great Controveries were 

there among them notwithſtanding , and 

ofr great Hears and Animotitics. 

And it this Cure of W. P. be fo effcual, 
how comes it, that it has not healed the 
hreackes and great Conrtroveriies, that have 
becn on foot theſe Forty Years, chicfly about 
G, Foxer orders, his party contending that 
they were the Dictites of the Light, both 
in G. F, and all his followers : the other 
party as ſtrooely denying it, that they were 
any Dictares of the true Light within ; and 
let WF. P. tell us, when any foch Contro- 
verlie ariſes, which arethe truc Dictates of 
the Light ard true Spirit, abſtrattly con- 
ſidered from the Scripture, what ſhall be 
the Care in that Caſe ? He ſeems indeed ro 
give an anſwer to this in Page 42. Anfw. 
by the ſame SPIree 41 well [414 Gualrt. Cradocks 
the way ts "xs whither the Spirit be an ts 
» 17 own Foadence, and that # tne way ts how 
i 6 ethers to; and the Alan that bath the 
Spurat, may crow the Sperit in avtber. T here ' 
{ faith he) « hind of Sagacity in the Saints t9 thus 


purpoſe. 
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parpeſe. 19 this | aniwer, where the Spirits 
DoSrine, which is the DoQriue both of 
Chriſt and the Father, gceth along with the 
Spirit, according to /Jaiab 59 21. and many 
other places of Script re, there is a great 
I ruth in it; but whatever Spirit either 
reacheth another Doctrine, or draweth Men 
away from the neceliary belict of Chriſt's 
Death in the Fleſh, in being a Sacrifice for our 
Sins, and other 6h Principles pece- 
liar to Chriſtianity, is not the true Spirit of 
Chriſt, whatever Unity or Sagacity W. P. and 
his Brethren may think they have,to know it 
in one another, White he and they make no- 
thing to be the Rule of Faith, but ie Lag he 
in every Conſcrence | /obis 2 9.) Which teacheth 
not this Doctrine of Faith,nor propoſeth this 
great Objett of Faith, to wit, Chriff Cracified 
to the Conſcience, they ccſtroy all neccluty 
of that Faith, as concerned in our Salvation : 
However with Plaulidle ſhews, he and they 
will ſay it is neceſlary, where the Hiſtory, as 
he terms ity has reached ; but how * notfor 
Salvation, but hilt orically, as we believe the 
Hiſtory of Alexander or Julius Ceſar, or as 
W.7. and his Erethren pretend to believe 
G.Fy Jour! al 
The Difftculty that he moves P. 41. about 
Interpretation of Scripture, is calily relolved, 
without any new material object of Faith, 
if the Spirit of God be acknowledged in- 
wardly to cnlighten the Underſtandings of 
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ac faithful, and that they faithfully receive the fame, 
i will 1afallidy, give to all the Faithful, © mech of 
the truc knowledge and taith of all Scripture Doftrine, 
as 14 necebary to Salvation. Page. 45. As eufair and 
failacious 4» be hath been, in bi Definitions and Args- 
ments about the Rutc of Facth and Life, no icls watery 
and fllacious 1+ he, in hy reprefenting many Ortho- 
gox and fiacere Proteſtants, a if they Judged 'he 
frabers tor their aflerting an ancrring, certain, or 1g- 
failible Jadgment in thrngs neceflary to Salvation. 
Th »s a very wala rept ſentation of them : The 
Queſtion lycth not about an uncrring certaia awd intal- 
Ir e ludgmmct *, ren ty the Sp rit of God to all the 
farthtul.:n the things neeeffary to Salvation, which they 
fully fterr. But the Queſton lycth here, wihather 
they have this infallible Judgmeat, cither by the com- 
mon Difgrone and Diftates of the Ligit wn cvery 
Maus Confcience, of by auy new difcovences of the 
Sperit, aſtray and feperatety contalered from the 
Scrriptoren;ls that the Dodrine as delivered in the Holy 
Scripreres, 14 not the Rule, Of | aſtrument, whereby 
the >parit works or begets this infallible Jadgment 
in them, all the neceffary things of Saivation, 
| iT & are more nd orhurs, hin tint aſſigned 
by 8. F.! t© wit, Fath in Chriit crucnics, and rat. 


<td agnn, anf other fundamental Dultrines of the Chr: 
$0149 + 

a So part of the queſtion is, Winther all, or 
any of Waters, when mct nn their Yearty Mert- 
' Of 4 ther Arctngs, or the moiſt cniightned 
FL k ; ve an wtaliine Jodgment green them 
"4 Wo cnct Teachers have atterred 5 
w Viet twy arc no /# wml cn the molt ne 
ec! [ but wn other tings; Yea, 1 all hut 
tes ivy ren forth, ery 1m Preaching or W is 
Har, a thc Wore of the Lard, ant with in Authority 
th 111 Kind with tac Prophets, @ WW. PF. doth mn 
the Can | ot this Book. wirtc bu pretends int? 
he lus 4 ig £9 tell aud Ct from the 5pt 
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by the Holy Spirit, in Teaching the tzithful to believe 
the fame Doftrine, that is outwardly delivered in the 
Holy Scriptures. y Shrep, fard Chriſt, brar my Face 3 
they that draw from Chriſt 3; Dottrine, being the Rule 
of Faith and Life to every truc Chriſtan, draw from 
the Spirit of Chriſt, and from hu Voie, whatever 
ſeeming pretences they fallacroully make, to cxalrt the 
Spirit, by rexxQing that Inſtrument, to wit, the Rule 
of the Holy Scriptures, by which the Spirit doth both 
enlighten the faithtul, and beget Faith and Hope, and 
Love in them, by the precious Oracies and Teftimo- 
mes therein contained ; and alfo doth refreth, quicken 
and comfort them, If the Spirit, and his divine 1nttw- 
ences be the Wine that refretheth and cheriſherh 
them 4 the Scripture fo to ſpeak, are the Flagons that 
convey it to them, according to the words in the Song, 
Cant. 2. 4. Say me with Flagins cumfert me with Apples, 
and many other Teſhinomes of Scripture, that 
hold forth in God s ordinary way the Dofrine of the 
Holy Scriptures, as outwardly detrwered , to be the 
means (and therefore the Rule) by wich the Sperit 
doth both Teach, and alſo Quicken, Comfort and 
ſirengthen them ; ſuch as theſe following places, which 
| recommend to WW, P. od his Brethrews Confiderati- 
on, Fiab. 19. *, 8, o, 16, Prov. 6. 24 Flak. 116- 
4s Ss ©, bf, 49, $0, 105 Plat. wy 9, 206. Fant 8. 
20. $9. 24. Jobs 10. 4. Jobs 19+ « Jon X17 

won 4* 26. As 16. 44 om 16 4% a Is. 24. 26. 

a. 3. 2. Eb. 1. 4. i Tie 1: 4G 8 Fim 4-16 
2 Tin, 1. 12. 2 Fi. 2- 26. 2 Tim $3- 1% 16, 17. 
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